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Introduction  
 

 The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Language 2.0 Paper 1: Non-Fiction Texts (1EN2/01)  

 The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2022 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here. NB 
Additional Information was in place in 2022 and this information is included in this pack 
for reference. 

 In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 

 If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 
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Section A: Reading Exemplars 

Question 1 
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Section A: Reading Examiner Commentaries 

Question 1 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 Bullet points 4,5, 6 and 2 from the mark scheme are covered 

4 marks 
Script 2 Bullet points 4, 1 and 5 from the mark scheme are covered. 

3 marks 
Script 3 Bullet point 3 from the mark scheme is covered. 

1 mark 
 

Question 2 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 There is sound explanation of ideas and references are appropriate. 

There are 3 reasons with support. All Level 2 criteria are met and there 
is evidence of critical evaluation and convincing personal judgement, 
especially in paragraph 2.  
Level 3 - 5 marks 

Script 2 This is a detailed response but only 2 reasons are given. (Had there 
been 3 of this quality, a Level 3 might have been awarded.) 
Level 2 - 4 marks 

Script 3 Paragraph 1 is not particularly convincing. Paragraph 2 is clearly 
explained, with an appropriate reference and clear critical judgement so 
a mark in level 2 is appropriate.  
Level 2 - 3 marks 

Script 4 Only 2 reasons are given but the response meets all Level 2 criteria. 
Level 2 - 4 marks 

Script 5 3 reasons are given, with appropriate references, although within a 
narrow range and with slightly repetitive comments. 
Level 2 - 3 marks 

Script 6 This is a limited response as only 1 reason and 1 reference are given. 
Level 1 - 2 marks 

 
  



 

53 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language 2.0 (1EN2) – Paper 1 2022 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2022 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2022 

Question 3 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 The selection of references is generally appropriate and there is some 

explanation, but the first paragraph is a little vague.  
Level 2 - 3 marks 

Script 2 Comments are limited and the use of references is valid but not 
sufficiently developed to meet Level 2 criteria. 
Level 1 - 2 marks 

Script 3 This is quite a lengthy response, with valid references but comments do 
not go beyond a reworking of the question. 
Level 1 - 2 marks 

Script 4 Perhaps the range is a little narrow but there is detailed analysis of the 
effects of ‘dreary’ and ‘happily’. The selection of references clarifies the 
points being made.  
Level 4 - 7 marks 

Script 5 There is some exploration of the text and language use. The references 
are appropriate, although they don’t always fully support the points 
made.  
Level 3 - 5 marks 

Script 6 All Level 3 criteria are met and there are glimmers of analysis in both 
paragraphs 2 and 3. 
Level 4 - 7 marks 

 

Question 4a 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 No rewardable material 

0 marks 
Script 2 Bullet points 1 and 2 from the mark scheme are covered. 

2 marks 
Script 3 Bullet point 3 from the mark scheme is covered. 

1 mark 
 

Question 4b 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 Bullet point 5 from the mark scheme is covered 

1 mark 
Script 2 Bullet points 6 and 5 from the mark scheme are covered. 

2 marks 
Script 3 Bullet points 5 and 1 from the mark scheme are covered. 

2 marks 
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Question 5 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 There is clear explanation of the writer’s ideas, but evaluation is limited. 

Level 2 - 3 marks 
Script 2 This begins with a clear explanation and evaluation becomes 

increasingly convincing in the second part of the response, meaning it 
can move into Level 3. 
Level 3 - 5 marks 

Script 3 There is some clear explanation, with a judgement, so this edges into 
Level 2. 
Level 2 - 3 marks 

Script 4 3 reasons are given, with clear explanations but the response is slightly 
repetitive. 
Level 2 - 4 marks 

Script 5 There are appropriate references, but evaluation is fairly thin. 
Level 2 - 3 marks 

Script 6 This is a limited response, offering only 1 reason. 
Level 1 - 2 marks 

 

Question 6 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 This is a developed response, with appropriate references. It is a little 

laboured towards the end, but critical evaluation is sufficiently developed 
to merit a mark in the middle of Level 4. 
Level 4 - 9 marks 

Script 2 Comments are straightforward and references are valid but not 
developed. There is a limited evaluative opinion in the first paragraph. 
Level 2 - 3 marks 

Script 3 All Level 2 descriptors are met and there are glimmers of sound 
explanation in paragraph 1.  
Level 3 - 5 marks 

Script 4 The selection of references is valid, although the quotation on the first 
page is very lengthy. Comments are straightforward and tend to 
paraphrase. 
Level 2 - 3 marks 

Script 5 This is a limited response which meets all Level 1 descriptors. 
Level 1 - 2 marks 

Script 6 One clear point is made at the beginning and there is some personal 
judgement, but this is not sustained and there is a tendency to comment 
on meaning rather than explain ideas. 
Level 2 - 4 marks 

Script 7 This response meets all Level 3 criteria but tends to repeat the same 
point (use of imperatives). Explanation of ideas and evaluation are not 
developed. 
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Level 3 - 7 marks 
Script 8 This is a thorough response which develops detailed personal 

judgements, and the selection of references is appropriate. 
Level 4 - 9 marks 
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Section B: Writing Exemplars 

Question 7 
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Section B: Writing Examiner Commentaries 

Question 7 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 AO5 - A sophisticated and coherent speech which shapes audience 

response using a variety of techniques.  

AO6 –Despite occasional glitches, the candidate uses an extensive 
vocabulary and a precise range of punctuation. Sentence structures are 
used to create effects.  There is sophisticated ability to write for clarity, 
purpose and effect. 
 
AO5 - Level 5 - 24 marks 
AO6 - Level 5 - 15 marks 
TOTAL: 39 marks 

Script 2 AO5 – This response demonstrates all Level 4 descriptors. It has an 
effective tone and register and communicates clearly and effectively 
throughout. 

AO6 – Once again, all Level 4 descriptors are met but it lacks the 
sophistication to meet Level 5 requirements. 
 
AO5 - Level 4 - 19 marks 
AO6 - Level 4 - 13 marks 
TOTAL: 32 marks 

Script 3 AO5 – This shows an awareness of audience and purpose and some 
ability to communicate clearly. It uses a straightforward tone, style and 
register. 

AO6 – All Level 2 descriptors are met and there is sufficient variety in 
vocabulary and sentence structure to move it just into Level 3. 
 
AO5 - Level 2 - 9 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
TOTAL: 17 marks 

Script 4 AO5 – Clear ability to communicate effectively. Material and stylistic 
devices are selected to suit audience and purpose. Paragraphs are 
used on page 2. 

AO6 – Sentence structure is adapted to suit purpose and effect. Spelling 
is usually correct, although there is some insecurity with commas. 
 
AO5 - Level 3 - 14 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 9 marks 
TOTAL: 23 marks 
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Question 8 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 AO5 – This doesn’t quite demonstrate the same level of sophistication 

as Script 1 for question 7 but nevertheless, shapes audience response 
through sustained use of tone, style and register. 

AO6 – All Level 4 descriptors are met. A range of sentence structures is 
used accurately to aid emphasis. This just edges into Level 5. 
 
AO5 - Level 5 - 22 marks 
AO6 - Level 5 - 14 marks 
TOTAL: 36 marks 

Script 2 AO5 – Some ability to write accurately and straightforward use of tone 
style and register. Ideas are not developed. 

AO6 - All Level 2 descriptors are met but there is not sufficient variety to 
move it into Level 3. 
 
AO5 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
AO6 - Level 2 - 7 marks 
TOTAL: 15 marks 

Script 3 AO5 – Develops and connects appropriate information and ideas. 
Selects material to suit audience and purpose. 

AO6 – There is a smattering of errors throughout the response but also 
a variety of sentence structure and sound use of grammatical features. 
 
AO5 - Level 3 - 14 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 9 marks 
TOTAL: 23 marks 
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