
Planning for lower-ability 
and SEND learners at KS4
Clare Haviland: English Subject Advisor
16 June 2026
Access recording

https://youtu.be/UFswalOYrPQ?si=hWBUShJFCeb_e0hB
https://youtu.be/UFswalOYrPQ?si=hWBUShJFCeb_e0hB
https://youtu.be/UFswalOYrPQ?si=hWBUShJFCeb_e0hB
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Aims, contexts, 
sources of general 
guidance
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Aims of the session
• Balancing the needs/wants of students and their parents with the realities of school capacities and the 

framework of assessments to make informed decisions
• Look at different qualifications that may suit your less-able students on their own or in combination, including 

plans for new ‘stepping stones’ qualifications
• Planning access arrangements & understanding the best approach for each student and their implications for 

accessing SPAG marks
• GCSE, Int GCSE, ELC and FS pathways (separate and combined)
• Managing the SLE and SLC (for GCSE, Int GCSE, ELC and FS) for learners with additional needs including 

audiences and videorecording.
Parameters of session
• Credentials: I’m not an expert but a lot of personal and professional experience with ASD, dyslexia, dyscalculia, 

dyspraxia, anxiety, VI, HI, cerebral palsy, and gender identity. Experience of teaching GCSE, Int GCSE, ELC, A 
level, ESL, EFL, IELTs in various contexts.

• Realistic: it’s a highly complicated area. This session will need to be fairly high level but other more detailed 
sessions coming and available

• ‘Shorthand’
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Contexts
• I have a few students in Y11 doing ELC as well as GCSE using the mapped course planner.

• My students are entered for FS, ELC and GCSE. They are in mainstream classes for English but have 

additional sessions when other students are doing MFL.

• I work in a small school/special school/AP/PRU where most students have additional needs and are 

working at different speeds and will be assessed at different times.

• I’m delivering over 1 or 2 years.

• My students come and go during the year and we try and assess them as soon as they are ready.

• I want to map out assessments over 2 or 3 years so that learners always have a clear learning aim and 

get a sense of achievement by passing a qualification at a particular level.

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 5

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Entry%20Level%20Certificate/English/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/ELC_mapped%20to%20GCSE%202%20year%20planner.pdf


Where can I go for 
general support in 
teaching learners 
with particular 
needs?
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FS training recordings

Learners with Dyslexia

Learners with SpLD and ASD

Supporting learners with ASD

Supporting learners with dyscalculia

Reasonable adjustments

Ask the examiner, FS English, SLC and SEND learners

Sourcing texts for VI students: RNIB Bookshare 

Pearson modified papers information

https://youtu.be/HeKyF-6NS94?si=AqZmGZrq3sJSmPYB
https://youtu.be/62oXFRWxRB4?si=Tt5xL3ooAwdq8giS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4SMKgDhRE-8&list=PLUlnPAb4n2ibZr3u4f8YYiFvT546uaT0a&index=23&pp=iAQB
https://youtu.be/IwEjDCgcwu0?si=DiU0HvhnrucSC9VT
https://youtu.be/cWu-zxW-Ons?si=9HBNyxt6kKSAXS2o
https://youtu.be/zFpLgNiIK7Q?si=yn0OW-z6BtZbIbpv
https://www.rnibbookshare.org/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/special-requirements/modified-papers.html


Forthcoming Pearson training
Festival of functionality: book now
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-functional-skills/teaching-support/festival-of-functionality.html


Which qualification/s 
should I choose?
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Which 
qualifications are 
we going to 
consider?

Entry level qualifications: pitched just below Grade 1 GCSE
• Entry Level certificate Entry level Functional Skills

L1/2 qualifications that are smaller than GCSE
• L1/2 Functional Skills

GCSE
• 1EN0
• 1EN2

International GCSE
• 4EA1
• 4EB1
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Comparing 
English 
qualifications

Access the summary
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2015/forms-and-administration/choosing-a-qualification-for-students-unlikely-to-achieve-a-grade-4-at-gcse.pdf


Reasons to choose ELC
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• Younger students (compared to FS) (14-16)
• Stable cohort: students stay and are present for the whole academic year
• Looking for an assessment style & content aligned to GCSE English Language
• Looking for a simple entry/admin/moderation style aligned to GCSE
• Looking for a qualification where students are assessed for speaking and listening on their own, and 

one in which S&L ‘counts’ but does not have to be video-recorded.

Resourcing
Relatively little bespoke published material

• Students who have passed ELC at EL3 can progress onto FS L1/2
• For a good overview of how to deliver ELC, see the quick start slides and recording.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Entry%20Level%20Certificate/English/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/elc-english-support.pdf


ELC free resources  

Course planners: 2-year model and 2-year model mapped to GCSE English 
Language
Getting ready to teach (past training pack)

You could make use of EL FS resources

GCSE-style KS3 assessments

Let’s Think in English materials 
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-entry-level-certificate/english-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCourse-planner
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-entry-level-certificate/english-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-functional-skills/english-2019.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Level%2FEntry-Level-1&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Level%2FEntry-Level-2&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Level%2FEntry-Level-3
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015/teaching-support/lets-think-in-english.html


ELC published teaching resources  

Skills for writing

Inspire English range 

Grammar Matters Too 

Spelling Matters Too 
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https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/skills-for-writing-1
https://www.pearson.com/international-schools/british-curriculum/secondary-curriculum/ilower-secondary/inspire-english-international.html
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grammar-Matters-Too-Student-Book/dp/0435224875/ref=pd_bxgy_thbs_d_sccl_1/258-8223203-7117311?pd_rd_w=ZEnei&content-id=amzn1.sym.ec630614-3f9e-4b7f-ba9a-fe89f8e4113f&pf_rd_p=ec630614-3f9e-4b7f-ba9a-fe89f8e4113f&pf_rd_r=769FMKEH428SGT81SEE6&pd_rd_wg=CtGRh&pd_rd_r=02d3b5d2-5270-4e18-93ec-49a2c97d7797&pd_rd_i=0435224875&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Spelling-Matters-Too-Student-Book/dp/0435806262


Reasons to choose EL or L1/2 FS
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• Older students, students with work/life links/experience of the world of work.

• Looking for a flexible entry pattern, possibly because students may join and leave your setting through the 

academic year.

• L1/2: In FE, students may progress onto GCSE from L2 FS, although this is no longer required to meet funding 

requirements. In terms of being accepted post-16, most L3 courses accept L2 FS. L2 FS is acceptable for all 

levels of apprenticeships and T levels. Students must consult the individual college regarding the course they 

wish to apply for, for full details.

Resourcing
Wide range of free resources
Pearson digital published resources
No Pearson published hardcopy books but books available from CGP

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/functional-skills?srsltid=AfmBOoqsPJQLkyvZB_O6F3X0LUnj6ZIHoR8ymBeivVoHHMTSBKsMTLJw


GCSE English language: 1EN0 or 2.0?
Look at a detailed comparison.

Get help choosing one of the  4 GCSE and Int GCSE options for English.

Resourcing
Very wide range of free resources
Hard copy student and teacher books
Wide range of paid-for digital resources

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 15

1EN0 1EN2
Paper 1: 1 hr 45 mins 
(40%) & Paper 2: 2 hrs & 5 
mins (60%)

Paper 1 & 2: 1hr & 55 mins 
each (50% &50%)

Unseen 19thC fiction Unseen 19thC non-fiction
Particularly clear and 
supportive question style
Choice of 2 student work 
books

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2021/teaching-and-learning-materials/mapping-our-pearson-edexcel-v5.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2015/forms-and-administration/choosing-an-english-qualification.pdf


Int GCSE
In some settings (independent schools, special schools, AP, home educated students), teachers may have the option to offer 
students Int GCSE rather than GCSE because it suits their students’ needs better.

Considerations
SLE is optional

English Language A
1 unseen text on 1 paper vs 3/4 unseen texts on 1EN0 or 2.0 BUT 20 texts to teach
Coursework option instead of Paper 2
Modular approach (got non-UK centres)

English Language B
1 single exam (3 hrs)
2 unseen texts vs 3/ 4 on GCSE

Resourcing
Very wide range of free resources
Hard copy student and teacher books
Wide range of paid-for digital resources

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 16



Proposed ‘stepping 
stones’ to reformed 
GCSE qualifications 
for English and 
Maths

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 17

In November 2025, the DfE published the 
post-16 education and skills white paper, 
which includes plans for stepping stones 
qualifications for English and Maths.

The consultation on these closed on 2 June 
2026, but it can still be read.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/post-16-education-and-skills-white-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/post-16-education-and-skills-white-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/post-16-education-and-skills-white-paper
https://consult.education.gov.uk/16-19-english-and-maths-essential-skills-unit/16-19-level-1-preparation-for-gcse-english-maths-q/supporting_documents/final-consultation-documentpdf-1


Access arrangements 
and their impact on 
marks for reading and 
writing

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 18



Fundamental 
principles and 
considerations

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 19

Any exam/assessment arrangements should be ‘the 
normal way of working’. 

Plan for each component as the access arrangements 
may have an impact for writing, but not reading, for 
example.

The best way of working for each student should be 
established at the start of the course and become ‘the 
normal way of working’.

Students have access to marks for the skills they 
demonstrate. If they use a scribe but dictate 
punctuation, they have access to punctuation and 
organisation marks.



Access 
arrangements: 
GCSE English 
language and 
literature

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 20

For full details, see the JCQ 
documents which are updated every 
year:

JCQ Access arrangements

ICE

Summary of arrangements for GCSE

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2026/03/JCQ-AARA-2025-March-26.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/instructions-for-conducting-examinations-ice/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2015/forms-and-administration/summary-of-readers-scribes-for-1en0-1en2-1et0.pdf


Example GCSE English language: scribe/word 
processing
Access arrangement

Word processing as ‘normal way of working’
For this purpose, please use the word processor cover sheet.

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 21

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/special-requirements/access-arrangements.html


Example: GCSE English language 1EN0
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Access 
arrangements: Int 
GCSE English 
language and 
Literature
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For full details, see the JCQ documents 
which are updated every year:

JCQ Access arrangements

ICE

Summary of arrangements for Int 
GCSEs in English

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2026/03/JCQ-AARA-2025-March-26.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/instructions-for-conducting-examinations-ice/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Language%20A/2016/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/international-gcse-english-summary-readers-scribes.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Language%20A/2016/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/international-gcse-english-summary-readers-scribes.pdf


Access 
arrangements: 
Functional Skills 
L1/2

For full details, see the JCQ documents which are updated every 
year:
Access arrangements
ICE

Specific FS access arrangements
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https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2026/03/JCQ-AARA-2025-March-26.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/instructions-for-conducting-examinations-ice/
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/article/Access-Arrangements-Guide-for-Functional-Skills-Access-Arrangements


Access arrangements: Entry Level Certificate
For full details, see the JCQ documents which are updated every year:
Access arrangements
ICE
There is specific guidance on the type of support that can be given for students generally (regardless of access 
arrangements) at each level in the specification:

Examples
Reading

Speaking and listening

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 25

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2026/03/JCQ-AARA-2025-March-26.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/instructions-for-conducting-examinations-ice/


Managing the SLE and SLC (for 
GCSE, ELC and FS) for learners 
with additional needs 
including audiences and 
videorecording.
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GCSE
Video-recording requirements: 30 (10P, 10M & 10D) or all students if you have fewer than 30

• Control the audience: it can be just the teacher
• Use an online meeting if that works better
• Request audio-only if needed
• BSL may not be used
• Makaton may not be used
• Family members may not be used as an audience for selective mutes

Apply for an exemption if there are insurmountable hurdles to the student completing the SLE

Submission/quality assurance requirements
• Upload video-recordings to the LWT
• External monitoring of sample
• Centre monitor report
• General examiner report

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 27



GCSE
Video-recording ASD students and those with complex additional needs for the GCSE English Language spoken language endorsement (1EN0/1EN2)
The SLE is a required element for all students entered for 1EN0/1EN2. It can be completed at any time during the 2-year course and centres should plan well 
in advance of the 15 May sample submission deadline for any students for whom video-recording may be more challenging.
Students at special schools, AP, or PRUs and those with EHCPs are not exempt from the SLE or from video-recording.

1. Do ASD students/those with complex needs, need to be recorded at all? If you have 30 other recordings from across teaching groups, you could avoid 
recording such students.
2. Another option is to assess such students remotely if this is more acceptable to them. Zoom allows students to turn their self-view off which may be 
preferable for some students.
3. You can assess such students with just them and the teacher. A wider audience is not required.
4. If none of these approaches help, you may provide the name, candidate number and details of why a particular student cannot be video-recorded and 
we can consider approving an audio-only recording on a case by case basis. We would then inform your monitor to expect one audio-only recording in your 
sample for a particular student. Contact teachingenglish@pearson.com in order to make such a request. You must make any such arrangements well 
before the submission deadlines (15 may for June and 5 November for the November series).
5. A final option is an exemption from the SLE using a JCQ exemption form. It should be sent to uk.special.requirements@pearson.

Can a student who has refused to undertake the SLE or who is not willing to be audio or video-recorded still gain a grade for GCSE English language?
If a student is not able to complete the SLE and be recorded (where a recording is needed) despite all the above approaches being attempted; and has not 
been granted an exemption, the grade 'NC', not classified, must be entered on Edexcel Online by 15 May (for June exam series). The grade 'not classified' will 
appear on their certificate for the Spoken Language Endorsement underneath the grade awarded for the rest of the qualification.
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2015/forms-and-administration/guidance-on-remote-assessment-of-1en0-slefinal-1.pdf
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/10/CI-form-1.pdf


FS
Video-recording requirements: at least 1 of each task at each level (with the minimum number of learners). The 
recording is of the task not the individual student.

At each level and for each task there is:
• a required number of learners
• Specified timings
• Specified formats
These generally can’t be adjusted

Submission/quality assurance requirements
• L1/2: appoint a Lead IV; Lead IV must do OSCA training annually
• Store video recordings in centre until you are contacted in spring by your SV to arrange a centre visit (normally 

virtual)
• Share videos with SV at SV visit
• If approved, you can make SLC and FS qualification-level certification claims.
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ELC
No video or audio recording required.

Broad task parameters at each level.
Teacher chooses from a range of tasks or adapts one of the Pearson provided ones.

Submission/quality assurance requirements
• Teacher completes the speaking and listening section of the assessment record sheet
•  Pearson moderation of sample of reading and writing (uploaded to the LWT)
• Centre moderator report
• General examiner report

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 30



FAQs SLE, SLC, S&L

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 31



Can a student 'double-
use' their GCSE SLE or 
FS L2 SLC spoken 
language assessment?

This is not possible because:

• The format of the assessment is different.
• The number of students who are assessed in each task is 

different.
• The timings are different.
• The assessment criteria are different.
• The video-recording requirements are different.
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Can a student who has refused 
to undertake the SLE or who is 
not willing to be audio or video-
recorded still gain a grade for 
GCSE English language?

If a student is not able to complete the SLE and be recorded 

(where a recording is needed) despite all reasonable 

approaches being attempted; and has not been granted an 

exemption, the grade 'NC', not classified, must be entered 

on Edexcel Online by 15 May (for June exam series). The grade 

'not classified' will appear on their certificate for the Spoken 

Language Endorsement underneath the grade awarded for 

the rest of the qualification. If the student resits the 

qualification, they will be required to sit the SLE.

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 33

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/feed/0D55p0000J1iYRhCQM
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/feed/0D55p0000J1iYRhCQM


May hearing-
impaired/deaf 
candidates use British 
Sign Language and a 
signer? Can they be 
exempted?

No, they may not use BSL or a signer. They should apply for an 

exemption using this JCQ form. It should be sent to 

uk.special.requirements@pearson. JCQ decided that ‘when 

an exemption is granted by an awarding body an indication 

will be placed on the candidate’s certificate’. On certificates 

a '(+)' will be added to the end of the subject description e.g. 

ENGLISH(+), with any endorsement grade already in the 

system not appearing.
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Myth busting
Untrue: If I teach in a special school or alternative provision, I can amend assessments at my own discretion to suit my 
students’ needs.
Untrue: If I teach students with EHCPs, I can expect them to be automatically exempted from the SLE or SLC.

Centres need to follow procedures to request any individualisation of assessment/recording well in advance of the 
assessment and the submission deadline and await a response before assessing. 

Any ‘changes’ apply to a particular learner only at the time requested. There are no blanket approvals for an 
alternative approach year on year.
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Questions and contact
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Any questions?
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Contact

Clare Haviland
Pronouns: She, her, hers

• (+44) 344 463 2535 
• qualifications.pearson.com/contactus
• Email: teachingenglish@pearson.com 
• Sign up to regular subject advisor updates
• Book an appointment with Clare

38

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/faqs-and-glossary/glossary-terms#pronoun
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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