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Introduction  
 

 The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Language Paper 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing 
(1EN0/01)  

 The responses in this pack were taken from the November 2022 examination series. 
The question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.  

 In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 

 If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 
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Section A: Reading 

Question 1 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
A clear selection – the candidate offers a short phrase which includes the key word ‘rifle’. 
1 mark 
 

Script 2 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
A minimalist approach: the correct word is given. 
1 mark 

 
Script 3 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Not a valid response: ‘grasped’ is not the correct answer and cannot be rewarded. 
0 marks 
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Script 4 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Not a valid response: the word ‘weapon’ is in line 5 of the extract, so is outside the 
specified lines (1-4) and therefore cannot be rewarded. 
0 marks 
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Question 2 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet points 8, 9 and 10.  
2 marks 
 

Script 2 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
A minimalist approach which covers bullet points 2 and 6 (note that candidates are free to 
use their own words or quotations from the text). 
2 marks  
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Script 3 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
Bullet point 12 is offered for both parts of the answer. The response that he is dying can 
only be rewarded once. 
1 mark 
 

Script 4 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
The first part of the answer, the single word ‘poor’ does not feature in the extract and the 
candidate’s own words do not sufficiently focus upon appearance to allow the mark to be 
awarded. The second part of the answer (‘In danger’) does not focus upon appearance. 
0 marks 
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Question 3 
Script 1 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This brief response makes a valid comment on ‘journeyed’ which points out that this was 
no ‘easy walk’ and there is an undeveloped point which identifies a complex sentence. 
It is a Level 1 response but does enough to merit 2 marks. 
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
There is some explanation of the [sic] ‘adjective’ ‘painfully’ but this lacks precision. 
Similarly, the reference to alliteration in the second paragraph is not taken very far. The 
mention of ‘listing’ and ‘complex sentences’ constitutes some consideration of structure but 
explanation of effect is lacking. 
A mark low in Level 2 is appropriate. 
 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This response begins with an exploration of the adverb ‘painfully’ which is valid but a little 
overwrought. The second page shows some improvement when explaining the effect of 
the lists used when the girl is described. 
The point in the last paragraph is the most successful, contrasting the broad landscape 
with the absence of ‘a little bit of hope’. 
This is a good Level 2 response which falls just short of analysis but selects appropriate 
references. 
 
Level 2 - 4 marks  
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a very strong response that covers both language and structure and meets all of 
the criteria for a top Level 3 mark. The response begins with a discussion of the adverb 
‘painfully’ and is aware of the different ways it could be interpreted (‘could suggest’).  
The response has a sharp focus upon language features and identifies ‘sibilance in a 
subordinate clause’ and analyses effect (‘mimics a sighing sound’, ‘to provide a physical 
barrier’) and why the writer has used them.  
The analysis of juxtaposition in the second paragraph of the second page displays insight. 
The use of ‘alternatively’ indicates how the candidate is able to hold various possibilities in 
mind.  
There is detailed analysis of the little girl’s ‘short declarative sentence’. 
Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Script 5 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
The response begins by referring to a metaphor without clearly identifying it (perhaps ‘the 
wild questioning eyes’?) although the explanation of the quoted sentence and its effect on 
the reader are valid. 
The second paragraph is much more successful and there is some insightful analysis in 
‘this exclamative sentence conveys how simple and oblivious the girl is’. 
The candidate focuses on the reader throughout and the last point on ‘respect the man’ 
shows a sensitive awareness of how the reader is influenced. 
This is an analytical response with a discriminating selection of references to merit full 
marks. 
Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Question 4 
Script 1 
 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
 
A brief response consisting of one paragraph which begins with the assertion that the 
creation of sympathy has been ‘successfully achieved’.  There is a description of a 
conversation between the two characters and some references are included but there is 
no awareness that the mother has died.   
The response ends with a simple assertion that the girl is ‘sad about her loss’ and that the 
characters are experiencing ‘a very rough and hard time’.  This placed the response at the 
top of Level 1. 
Level 1 - 3 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
The response begins with a focus on the girl eliciting attention from the man.  There is a 
focus on how Conan Doyle creates sympathy and the response picks up on the girl’s 
concern that her mother is absent and that she has no food or drink.  The candidate does 
not infer that the mother is dead and until the third and final paragraph the response lacks 
direct references.  
The references in the final paragraph enhance the points about the man’s ‘gaunt’, ‘senile’ 
and ‘’decrepit’ appearance and the way in which this ‘vividly’ lets the reader understand 
the character is ‘struggling mentally and physically’. However, whilst the response is quite 
focused on sympathy and does consider the impact on the reader, it does not move 
towards the ‘explanation’ and ‘informed judgement’ expected on a Level 3 response.   
Level 2 - 6 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
This response has a sense of informed judgements throughout and achieves a mark at the 
top of Level 3 because of the quality of the explanations made.  It begins with a 
consideration of the man’s ‘senile and decrepit’ appearance and there is use of 
appropriate references plus some development of the explanation: ‘makes it more 
sympathetic as there’s no hope for him’.  There is also an explanation of the connotations 
of ‘journeyed’ and how this creates sympathy.   
The discussion of Conan Doyle’s creation of sympathy through the girl’s lack of a mother 
offers explanation but does not move towards an analytical or ‘well-informed’ (Level 4) 
approach: ‘she lost her mother and she misses her mom.’  The focus on the theme of 
sympathy is sound and there is consideration of the impact on the reader: ‘makes the 
reader feel sympathy’. The response meets all Level 3 criteria but does not have the 
developed critical judgement expected for a Level 4. 
Level 3 - 9 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
At the start, the response focuses on the ‘fragile and unhealthy’ appearance of the man 
and the way in which this ‘effectively makes the reader sympathise’ with the character. The 
response zooms in on the use of the word ‘leaning’ and infers meaning: ‘implies that he 
was very weak and tired’ and considers the impact of the punctuation of ‘The man was 
dying – dying…’  However, some points are not fully convincing or developed: ‘we hope he 
can find something to keep him alive’.   
There is a well-developed analysis of the contrast between the characters and this 
includes embedded quotations, links to the reader response and the well-informed point 
that ‘the man is prioritising his child over himself’.  Evaluative language is used in the 
response: ‘successfully’; ‘effectively’; ‘engages’. There is a recognition of structure in the 
discussion of the ‘cliffhanger’ at the end and here the candidate makes detailed use of 
appropriate references and recognises that the reader is left with a sense of ‘deflated 
hope’.  
The response achieves a mark in the middle of Level 4.  There were some missed 
opportunities for development (for example the first paragraph in the third side) but overall 
the use of references and level of analysis meet the Level 4 criteria.    
Level 4 - 11 marks 
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Script 5 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
This is a very strong response. 
In the opening paragraph, this response’s detached critical overview is shown through the 
points about the extract’s structure.  The candidate then evaluates Conan Doyle’s ‘graphic 
imagery’ of the male character and argues that this is used ‘effectively’ in order to 
‘[dehumanise]’ him and to build sympathy for the man.  There is a convincing discussion of 
the girl’s ‘adorable innocence’ and an assessment of the writer ‘masterfully’ creating ‘an 
emotional connection’ between this character and the reader in order to add impact to her 
probable death.  The evaluative language is fully integrated into the response throughout 
(‘poignantly’, ‘skilful’, ‘masterfully’) and the quotations have been selected with 
discrimination.  
  
There is an extended discussion of the use of foreshadowing of the characters’ deaths; 
judgement is given about Conan Doyle’s use of a ‘semantic field of death’ and the 
metaphorical use of the ‘blue vault of heaven’ plus the arrival of the buzzards. The 
evaluative language, embedding of apt references, sustained judgement and focus on the 
reader enable the candidate to achieve a mark in the middle of Level 5. 
Level 5 - 14 marks 
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Section B: Writing 

Question 5 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
The response begins with an engaging piece of scene-setting (‘glistening beads of 
rainfall…’) but this quality of expression is not sustained throughout, even though there are 
examples of lively phrasing and vocabulary later (‘descended into a grey, melancholy 
storm’; ‘with great animosity’). The narrative is clear but the answer lacks the sense of 
urgency and jeopardy which the candidate intended. 
The vocabulary is varied and dialogue is handled with some success but there are some 
errors of punctuation, spelling and capitalisation. 
This is a sound level 3 response for both AOs. 
AO5 - Level 3- 13 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 - 8 marks 
TOTAL - 21 marks 
 
  



 

35 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language (1EN0) – Paper 1 2022 Exemplar – Issue 1 – January 2023 – Author 

and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2022 

Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
It is an example of a good Level 4 for both AOs. 
The candidate is, perhaps, making an attempt to link his/her past reliance on parents with 
waiting at the bus stop but this is not completely balanced or successful. The candidate 
successfully creates a sense of the tedium and frustration of waiting and this is achieved 
through a varied range of sentence structures, descriptive details of sights, sounds and 
smells and the successful use of the continuous present. The paragraph containing the 
flashback is less secure in its control. However this is strong imaginative response that 
adapts tone and style successfully for effect and creates a strongly cohesive narrative. 
The vocabulary is wide and selective (‘obscured’. ‘begrudgingly’), spelling is largely 
accurate and there is a range of punctuation used. 
 
AO5 - Level 4- 18 marks 
AO6 - Level 4 - 12 marks 
TOTAL - 30 marks 
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Question 6 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
This is a good example of a mid-Level 2 response for AO5: there are obvious weaknesses 
in the response, but it does address most of the bullet points for that level. 
All of Level 1 is met for AO6 and spelling and punctuation are sufficiently accurate to place 
this answer in Level 2. 
There is a clear narrative here and the candidate is able to communicate this to the reader, 
although the quality of expression is weak at times and lacks clarity. There is some 
awareness of audience and purpose: straightforward ideas are expressed and events are 
presented in chronological order. The response does make use of paragraphs to order the 
narrative in a simple way. There is some limited attempt to use devices, such as short 
sentences for effect, and there are attempts to create a sense of jeopardy and concern, 
but these are not always successful. There is some use of direct speech, The candidate’s 
attempts to use idiomatic expression are often confused and do not add to the quality of 
communication.  
 
AO5 - Level 2-  7 marks 
AO6 - Level 2 -  4 marks 
TOTAL - 11 marks 
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Script 2 
 

 
 
 



 

43 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language (1EN0) – Paper 1 2022 Exemplar – Issue 1 – January 2023 – Author 

and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2022 

 
 



 

44 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language (1EN0) – Paper 1 2022 Exemplar – Issue 1 – January 2023 – Author 

and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2022 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
 
The opening line attempts to ‘hook’ the reader through the use of a question and the 
second paragraph introduces some tension through the deliberate use of short sentences, 
a list of three (‘scared, panicked and worried’), exclamation marks and figurative language 
(‘more than a waltzer’; ‘stabbed by a thousand blades’.   
Paragraphs have been used appropriately to order the narrative and sometimes the 
openings are designed to increase pace and tension: ‘Frantically’; ‘Why…?’; ‘Shortly’.  
However, there are moments where the intended sense of jeopardy has not been 
convincingly sustained: ‘a sheep stood’; ‘I saw a car slowly approaching me’; ‘tall, dark 
haired, middle aged man’. 
The use of stylistic and rhetorical devices contributes to the reader’s engagement although 
the selection of the material is not always engaging.   
Ideas are connected through appropriate use of paragraphing and the response achieved 
13 marks for A05 placing it in the top half of Level 3. There is some ambition in vocabulary 
and sentence structure and the writing is accurate on the whole.  The response achieved 
the top mark in Level 3 for AO6. 
AO5 - Level 3-  13 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 -  9 marks 
TOTAL - 22 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
This is a strongly crafted answer that meets all of the requirements for a top Level 5 mark 
for AO5. This answer shows a candidate who shapes the reader’s response with subtlety 
and sophistication. The effective use of the extended metaphor of man versus mountain 
and nature versus technology, is successfully sustained throughout the piece 
demonstrates the candidate’s ability to manipulate complex ideas imaginatively in order to 
produce a piece of writing which is powerful and engaging. The candidate very effectively 
uses a very wide range of structural and grammatical features including varying sentence 
length and style, capitalisation, alliteration and, imaginative verb choices to create a strong 
sense of coherence and cohesion. 
The candidate uses an extensive range of vocabulary imaginatively and effectively; 
punctuation and sentence structures are used selectively to achieve particular effects. 
There are only occasional errors. 
This is a creative and original response that deserves a mark in Level 5 for both 
assessment objectives. 
AO5 - Level 5 -  24 marks 
AO6 - Level 5 -  15 marks 
TOTAL - 39 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
This is a mature, controlled and engaging response that deserves a mark at the top of 
Level 5 for both assessment objectives. 
This is a candidate who shapes the reader’s response from the outset in an original and 
creative manner.  They set up an informal,  chatty and witty tone beautifully in the opening 
paragraph (‘Well, I say abyss. It’s only the lake district’) but confidently change the tone to 
being expressive and lyrical in the second paragraph (‘The vast, heavenly sky stretched 
over me’). 
This response manipulates complex ideas very well and weaves several threads through 
the narrative; the candidate has sustained the sophisticated use of tone, style and register 
throughout. 
The candidate makes extensive vocabulary choices which demonstrate range and subtlety 
(‘mesmerised’; ‘captivating’; ‘dispersing’; ‘trudging’). Punctuation and sentence structures 
are selective and strongly add to the overall effect (‘Ha! Foolish boy.’) 
 
AO5 - Level 5 -  24 marks 
AO6 - Level 5 -  16 marks 
TOTAL - 40 marks 


