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Introduction 

This pack has been produced in response to teachers delivering the 
specification who wish to see a whole script achieving Band 3 
marks. 

The pack contains an exemplar student response to GCSE English Language 
Paper 2 (Section A – Non-Fiction Reading and Section B – Transactional 
Writing). It shows a real student response to Specimen paper 2 - set 2.  

The student achieves marks in Band 3 for the majority of questions and 
scores 49 marks in total. 

Section A questions address four Reading Assessment Objectives: AO1, AO2, 
AO3 and AO4. 

Reading – 50% 

AO1 ● Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas
● Select and synthesise evidence from different texts

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure 
to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject 
terminology to support their views 

AO3 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are 
conveyed, across two or more texts 

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual 
references 

Section B questions address two writing Assessment Objectives: AO5 and AO6. 

Writing – 50% 

AO5 ● Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and
adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and
audiences.

● Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical
features to support coherence and cohesion of texts.

AO6 Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for 
clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 



























 

 

Marks and comments 

 

 

 

 

Question  Mark  Comment 

1  2  The question 2 response is a bit vague 
but the candidate is given the benefit of 
doubt.  
 

2  2   

3  6  Question 3 has an explanation of 
structural devices ‐ brief coverage of 
language.  
 

4  1   

5  1   

6  9  Question 6 has informed judgement and 
comment on ideas and theme.  
 

7a  5  Q7a has some detail in similarities. 
 

7b  6  Q7b has some comparisons and starts 
to cover a range but it is not sustained.  
 

8   AO4: 10 
AO5: 7 

Writing has some stylish techniques and 
does have some sense of purpose and 
audience, although not really textbook 
style as required by the question. Ideas 
are slightly developed and are 
connected. Spelling is accurate with 
varied vocabulary. 
 

Total: 49 marks 
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