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Question 

Introduction 
• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples
of responses to GCSE English Language Paper 2: Non-fiction and Transactional
Writing (1EN0/02)

• The responses in this pack were taken from the November 2020 examination
series. The question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson
website.

• In this pack, you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and
marks.

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other
questions about the course, please contact the English subject advisor team on
teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Question 

Section A: Reading 

Question 1 

Script Comment Mark 
1A 2 valid points. 2 marks 

1B 2 valid points. 2 marks 

1C 1 mark for the first point. The second is not a reason why 
she falls, it repeats that there has been a fall. 

1 mark 

1D No marks – has used the wrong lines and not answered 
the question.  

0 marks 

1E 1 mark for the second point. The first point is not in the 
lines required.  

1 mark 

1F 2 valid points. The second is quite long, but there is 
selection from the lines and the candidate has also circled 
‘I cut inside’ (they would have achieved two marks even 
without that circling, however). 

2 marks 

1G 2 valid points. The incorrect section does not negate the 
two marks achieved.  

2 marks 

1H 2 valid points. 2 marks 

1I 1 mark achieved for the first point. The second is not a 
reason why she falls.  

1 mark 

1J 2 valid points made. 2 marks 

1K 1 mark for awareness of bumping, even though spelling is 
incorrect! The second point is not relevant to the lines or 
the fall (even if it is true!) 
; 

1 mark 

1L No marks. 0 marks 

1M 2 valid points made. 2 marks 
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Question 

Question 2 

Script Comment Mark 
2A 2 valid points. 2 marks 

2B 2 valid points. 2 marks 

2C 2 valid points (did not need to add ‘Now running with a 
gash on her leg’). 

2 marks 

2D 1 mark – this is the same point made twice. 1 mark 

2E 2 valid points. 2 marks 

2F 2 valid points. It is not necessary to name which runner is 
which, and both are valid answers in the mark scheme. 

2 marks 

2G No marks as this is from the previous section. The impact 
on Mary may be mental, but this is in previous lines.  

0 marks 

2H 1 valid point made. 1 mark 

2I 2 valid points made. 2 marks 

2J 2 valid points made. 2 marks 

2K 2 valid points made. This is a reminder to send to review 
as the candidate has written a correct answer to Question 
1 below this response.  

2 marks 
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Question 

Question 3 

Script Comment Mark 
3A This is a fairly basic response that meets all Level 1 criteria. It 

refers to both language and structure, with some valid 
references. Although there is a tendency to feature spot there 
is a little bit of comment on the effects (‘creates 
suspense’/‘makes the reader glued to the text’). It just edges 
into Level 2.  

Level 2 
5 marks 

3B The answer follows a clear format, making a point, identifying 
supporting references and concluding with a comment detailing 
the effect on the reader. There is a focus on achieving effects 
and influencing readers, often linked by "me" to the candidate's 
personal response. In each instance, the comment on effect is 
quite simple e.g. ‘grabs the reader's attention’ or ‘engages the 
reader to be thinking what will happen next.’ Explanation of 
effect is not always developed and clear e.g. ‘grabs them in 
their feelings.’ Reference to structure is made on the second 
page, when ‘the writer links back to the fall.’  

The answer meets the Level 3 criteria, with explanation of the 
text, reference to language and structure, and use of relevant 
quotations. The mark remains in the middle of Level 3, rather 
than at the top, because of the simplicity of the comments 
identifying effects on the reader and the rather limited treatment 
of structure. 

Level 3 
8 marks 

3C This response makes a variety of points, explaining clearly the 
effects of both language and structure. The selection of 
references is appropriate and relevant and the candidate 
makes use of the whole passage. All Level 3 criteria are met. 
The first paragraph on page 2 begins to explore the impact of 
language in more detail and lifts the response just into Level 4. 

Level 4 
10 marks 

3D The answer makes reference to interesting and engaging the 
reader at the beginning of each paragraph, keeping a very 
clear focus. There is a strong balance between language and 
structure points, with each firmly supported by detailed and 
appropriate references. There is exploration of the various 
features identified e.g. in the paragraph that discusses the use 
of similes. The comment is developed, with the accident 
considered ‘horrific’ and ‘tragic’, affecting both the readers and 
the athletes. The reader is far more involved, in terms of 
comment, as when ‘She's down!’ allows them to ‘imagine what 
it would be like to watch the race and hear that being shouted.’ 
The approach in this answer is rather formulaic, but it is a 
formula that works and it covers the bullet points in Level 4, but 
does not reach the analysis required for Level 5. 

Level 4 
12 marks 
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Question 

3E This is a very detailed response, which fully explores a range of 
points. Expression is sometimes long-winded but nevertheless, 
the candidate sustains focus on the impact of language and 
structure. There are glimmers of analysis as the response 
develops e.g. towards the bottom of page 2 (engages with idea 
of reader’s expectations) and again towards the bottom of page 
3 (analysis of ‘flash’). This was therefore placed just into Level 
5.  

Level 5 
13 marks 

3F The answer opens with a confident analysis of structure, 
identifying the opening and ending of the extract, then 
developing the point through atmosphere and ‘subtle change of 
mood.’ Analysis of language follows, with the reference to 
‘plunging forward violently’ allowing ‘subtle connotations of 
danger and pain.’ In the third paragraph, there is detailed 
analysis of ‘listing and long sentences’, with hyphens slowing 
the pace, making the reader slow down. 

Further analysis based on dialogue and language concludes 
the answer, again offering comment on how the reader is 
influenced, sustaining the high level of discussion. In each 
paragraph, the selection of references clarifies the points being 
made. 

Level 5 
15 marks 
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Question 

Question 4 

Script Comment Mark 
4A 1 valid point. 1 mark 

4B 1 valid point. 1 mark 

4C 1 valid point. 1 mark 

4D 1 valid point, succinct! 1 mark 

4E Careful reading needed. Had this candidate stopped after 
‘He has great joy’ that would have achieved the mark, but 
they have written ‘from winning the race’, which is not why 
he feels joy. 

0 marks 

4F Again, careful reading needed. Has crossed out what 
would have made it correct, I think. 

0 marks 

4G Has made 3 valid points – ‘the ordeal was over’, ‘in great 
joy’, forgot the agony of the previous week. 

1 mark 

4H Has made 2 valid points. 1 mark 

4I No marks – ‘agony’ is mentioned, but this is not how he 
feels after the race, it is the previous week. 

0 marks 

Question 5 

Script Comment Mark 
5A 1 valid point. 1 mark 

5B 1 valid point, nicely brief. 1 mark 

5C 1 valid point. 1 mark 

5D 1 valid point, succinct! 1 mark 

5E 1 valid point. 1 mark 

5F 1 valid point. 1 mark 

5G No marks – not related to the lines. 0 marks 

5H 1 valid point, succinct! 1 mark 

5I 1 valid point 1 mark 

5J 1 valid point 1 mark 
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Question 

Question 6 

Script Comment Mark 

6A The candidate begins by making a limited judgement on the 
text. There is a valid reference to one section of the text but it is 
not developed. The response just meets the Level 2 criteria for 
4 marks.  

Level 2 
Mark 4 

6B The candidate starts off with a comment on the idea of learning 
from failure in the text. This is supported by the reference to 
‘happiness’, although further ideas could be developed. The 
points in the second paragraph are from the introduction rather 
than the text. Straightforward opinions are offered. The 
response fulfils the criteria for Level 2 and is given a mark of 6.  

Level 2 
Mark 6 

6C There is evidence of informed judgement about the text which 
increases as the response continues. Although the explanation 
is not convincing at times (for example in paragraph 3), it is 
present throughout the response. References are appropriate 
and supportive of the points made. Both sides are considered. 
This is a solid Level 3 with a mark of 8.  

Level 3 
Mark 8 

6D There is informed judgement and explanation with the 
candidate adopting a formulaic ‘PEE’ approach. The references 
are appropriate and relevant to the points made. The mark at 
the top of Level 3 reflects that the criteria for this level are 
being met but the response could be more analytical. A mark of 
9 is awarded.   

Level 3 
Mark 9 

6E The response adopts an unusual structure starting each 
paragraph with a quotation but shows detailed support for the 
critical judgement offered. This is sustained throughout the 
response, demonstrating an understanding of how failure is 
presented as positive. The analysis could be more evaluative, 
but provides sufficient evidence for a mark of 11 in the middle 
of Level 4.   

Level 4 
Mark 11 

6F The response provides a detached critical overview fully 
developing and evaluating ideas from the whole text. The 
candidate is able to negotiate between taking a holistic 
approach to the text and homing in on specific aspects. The 
paragraph containing ‘...although a loss was acquired, the 
acquisition of knowledge was of greater benefit, than the loss 
of a race’ is a good example of this approach. It gets the full 
mark of 15 in Level 5. 

Level 5 
Mark 15 
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Question 

Question 7a and 7b 

Script Comment Mark 
7A 7a – The candidate identifies one similarity – ‘All athletes had 

a bad time’ with supporting evidence from both texts. 
Sufficient additional comment is made: ‘weather that be from 
the press or the crowds in the stands.’. This goes beyond 
‘limited’ into ‘sound’ understanding 

7b – No comparison is made and only basic description is 
offered of the texts. This is sufficient for 1 mark in Level 1. 

7a – 
Level 2 
Mark 3 

7b – 
Level 1 
Mark 1 

Total: 4 
7B 7a – The candidate identifies two similarities about the events 

at the Olympic Games: ‘someone missing out on a medal’ and 
‘Zola and Roger both have someone the look up on’. Each 
similarity is supported with appropriate and relevant evidence 
and the explanation for each comparison shows detailed 
understanding and synthesis. 

7b – The response lacks development and does not show a 
range of comparisons. There is some explanation of the 
writers’ ideas and perspectives such as ‘…emphasises it is 
heart breaking when you get to that stage of competing 
internationally…’. There are valid, but undeveloped 
references. As all level 2 requirements are met and bullet 2 of 
level 3 is evident, this achieves a low mark in Level 3.    

7a – 
Level 3 
Mark 6 

7b - 
Level 3 
Mark 6 

Total: 12 
7C 7a – Two points of similarity are made in the opening 

sentence: ‘…both show the outcome of a race and 
psychological effects on the athletes…’. The outcome of a 
race similarity is supported by relevant evidence from both 
texts ‘sensing victory…’ and ‘he was a worthy winner’. The 
similar psychological effects are also supported by evidence ‘it 
was almost as if…’ and ‘I felt great admiration’. Whilst these 
two similarities could be interpreted as differences, both are 
strong emotional effects, which is an acceptable approach. 

7b – A range of comparisons are made between the texts. 
Each point takes one text and then compares with the other, 
using supporting evidence for each comparison. 
There is some explanation of ideas and perspectives, but this 
is not always secure or fully convincing. The references are 
mainly appropriate. More of a range is needed and there is an 
over-reliance on quotations.  

7a – 
Level 2 
Mark 4 

7b – 
Level 3 
Mark 7 

Total: 11 
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Question 

7D 7a – The candidate offers three similarities: both texts are at 
‘the Olympic Games’, both have ‘strong emotion throughout’ 
and in both ‘the runners missed a winning opportunity’. Each 
similarity is supported with appropriate and relevant evidence 
and the explanation for each comparison shows 
understanding and synthesis. 

7b – The response considers a wide range of comparisons. 
There is evidence of some exploration of the writer’s ideas 
and perspectives, ‘similar audience’, ‘tone’, ‘attitude’ and there 
is consideration of the reader. It is balanced in its approach, 
including the use of references. 

7a – 
Level 3 
Mark 6 

7b - 
Level 4 
Mark 10 

Total: 16 
7E 7a – The candidate identifies one similarity, ‘both are about in 

the Olympics and something bad happening’. This is 
supported by evidence from Text 1: ‘the athlete is badly 
injured’ and in Text 2 ‘he loses the race’. The candidate 
attempts a second similarity: ‘both Mary and Roger both lost 
their race’ – this is not supported by evidence from the texts 
and is a repeated point, but there is enough development of 
understanding to move from ‘limited’ to ‘sound’. 

7b – The answer sustains the focus on the question making a 
wide range of comparisons between the texts. There is a 
secure exploration of ideas and perspectives throughout, such 
as the emotional response of Roger and Mary, ‘criticism the 
athletes [received]’ and the perspective the text is written 
from. The references are appropriate and balanced across 
both texts and support the points being made. 

7a – 
Level 2 
Mark 3 

7b - 
Level 4 
Mark 11 

Total: 14 
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Question 

Section B: Writing 

Question 8 

Script Comment Mark 
8A AO5: This is a fairly brief Level 2 response. There is some use 

of structural and grammatical features - two paragraphs and 
some time markers – and ideas are expressed in order. 
Audience and purpose are not fully established as the 
approach is narrative. However, there is an awareness of the 
reader shown in the attempt to build description and 
atmosphere (‘bright blue sky with not one cloud to be seen’). 

AO6: The candidate uses a range of correctly spelt vocabulary 
e.g. stadium, expensive, skinny. There is evidence of control
regarding the punctuation of sentences. This is better than
basic and, even though it appears unfinished, warrants a mark
in the middle of Level 2.

8+5 = 13 

AO5 Level 2 
AO6 Level 2 

8B AO5: This candidate meets all the criteria for Level 3 and 
moves into Level 4 through the organisation of material for 
particular effect and the use of tone and register. The tone is 
effective from the outset (‘the views and energy [was] ecstatic’) 
and interest for the reader is built through the contrasting 
fortunes of opposing fans (‘United fans sunk quietly into their 
seats in disbelief…buzzing on the Chelsea stand...’) 

AO6: The response meets all Level 3 criteria. There is  
adaptation of sentence structure for effect (‘we could see the 
tension and desperation’; ‘ball control had improved and 
momentum was intact’.) The candidate uses a fairly wide 
variety of vocabulary e.g. dominant, astonishing, momentum. 
Spelling is mostly sound. 

15+9 =24 

AO5 Level 4 
AO6 Level 3 

8C AO5: This is a mid-Level 4 response. The candidate organises 
material and stylistic devices for particular effect.  
A lively and effective tone is adopted, ‘struck with sheer awe 
and blinding light’; ‘the crowd booed in unison as me and my 
friend were laughing’. There are touches of humour. 
Appropriate ideas are connected even though paragraphing is 
not explicitly evident (there is potentially a clear paragraph 
break on the final page after ‘Fix a firework’). While 
paragraphs are not obvious, there is a clear organisation to 
the writing. 

AO6: A wide and selective vocabulary is used throughout:  
equipped, profusely, slamming. Spelling is mostly correct.  
Punctuation aids clarity and sentence structures are managed 
effectively including deliberate use of short sentences: ‘It was 
pitch black’ is later followed up with ‘It was again pitch black.’ 

17+11 = 28 

AO5 Level 4 
AO6 Level 4 
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Question 

8D AO5: This is shaped from the outset and the candidate adopts 
an effective tone, style and register which is sustained 
throughout the response. The imagined persona - a 33-year-
old father/journalist - is sustained and a credible voice is 
adopted in an engaging, deliberate way, a sophisticated skill 
for a 15/16-year-old to manage effectively. The review is 
coherent and cohesive with ideas- while not always complex, 
but certainly relevant and fully developed- managed effectively 
throughout. The definite conclusion ends the review 
confidently, sustaining the voice and viewpoint throughout. A 
secure Level 5 response. 

AO6: This fulfils all the criteria for Level 4 and moves into 
Level 5 as, while there are some spelling errors, these do not 
detract from overall meaning. An extensive vocabulary is 
strategically used: anticipation, intensifying, luminous, 
gruelling, demographics.  A range of sentence structures are 
used selectively to achieve particular effects and punctuation 
is largely accurate and aids emphasis and precision. 

22+13 = 35 

AO5 Level 5 
AO6 Level 5 

Question 9 

Script Comment Mark 
9A AO5: Whilst not wholly sustained, there is some selection of 

both content and stylistic devices to suit audience and 
purpose. The personal pronoun immediately addresses the 
audience and the register and tone are mostly appropriate 
showing a clear attempt to engage the audience. The 
attempts at humour are stylistically appropriate for the form 
and there is some attempt to connect appropriate ideas, for 
example the section concerning the ‘running whip stitch… it’s 
all to make them better surgeons’. Some ‘shoe-horning’ of 
‘competition’ affects the overall fluency but paragraphs are 
used and there is a clear sense of a conclusion. There is 
sufficient evidence for a low Level 3 mark of 11. 

AO6: All of Level 2 criteria are met and this moves into Level 
3 as there are some deliberately varied sentences used 
positively for purpose and effect - the questions, for example, 
in the first paragraph. There is some varied vocabulary - 
trumas [sic], battle field, thrive, for example. The accuracy of 
spelling is inconsistent (‘especially’ is spelt correctly once and 
then incorrectly later on) and some sentences are lacking 
clear punctuation which, while they do not detract from 
meaning, do suggest some lapses in control which keeps this 
at the bottom of Level 3. 

11+7 = 18 

AO5 Level 3 
AO6 Level 3 

9B AO5: The opening tone and style is a little ‘pedestrian’ - and 19+12 = 31 115



Question 

perhaps not effectively adapted to form - however this quickly 
strengthens as the response goes on. The ‘real-life’ anecdote 
in the second paragraph demonstrates a personal, measured 
response and a clear sense of the candidate organising 
material for particular effect; the humour is effectively used to 
suit the tone and register.  

The inclusive address to the audience is another effective way 
of adapting style and tone to suit purpose and audience and is 
used in a controlled, deliberate way. The third paragraph then 
starts to consider much more interesting ideas and, while not 
fully complex, they are nudging the top level here which 
elevates this response to the top of Level 4. These ideas are 
then deliberately managed through the balance between them 
and the ‘real-life’ examples, directly addressed to the reader - 
the English essay for example. This candidate also considers 
the counter argument in a cohesive, measured way. 
Alongside this, there is a clear, effective sense of voice 
running throughout - the ‘eurika [sic] moment’ focuses this 
very clearly on the purpose and intended audience and the 
conclusion is used deliberately to sum up all that has been 
said. This fulfils all the criteria for Level 4. 

AO6: All the criteria for Level 4 are met. A wide, selective 
vocabulary is employed accurately and consistently and there 
are very few spelling errors - memories, motivation, transition, 
for example. Sentences are managed for deliberate effect and 
punctuation clarifies meaning throughout. 

AO5 Level 4 
AO6 Level 4 

9C AO5: This response is shaped from the outset with the direct 
address to the audience and the rhetorical question used 
deliberately. While not always complex, the ideas given are 
coherent and sustained and the ‘real-life’ examples give 
credibility to the central argument. There is a clear sense of 
shaping (the paragraph beginning ‘Of course’, for example) 
and the examples are cohesive and deliberately used to 
clarify views. There is a sustained use of tone, style and 
register and the consistent focus on purpose and audience, 
while not always subtle, warrants a low Level 5 mark.  

AO6: This fulfils all the Level 4 criteria and moves into Level 5. 
Vocabulary is used strategically: insane, motivation, majority. 
Spelling errors are rare and punctuation is accurate and 
precise. Some sentences have been clearly selected to 
achieve particular effects: the end paragraph with the ‘200 
medical students’, for example, uses a range of sentences 
accurately and selectively - simple sentence moving into a 
complex sentence/rhetorical question.   

21+13 = 34 

AO5 Level 5 
AO6 Level 5 
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