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Introduction  
 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Language Paper 2: Non-Fiction and Transactional Writing 
(1EN0/02)  

• The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2023 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.  

• In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 0333 016 4120 or 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Section A: Reading 

Question 1 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
There are 2 valid points made. 
 
2 marks 
 
 

Script 2 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
The first point is correct.  
The second is incorrect – there was ‘nothing suspicious’ about the call. 
 
1 mark 
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Script 3 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
There are 2 valid points made. 
 
2 marks 
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Question 2 
Script 1 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
2 valid points offered. 
 
2 marks 
 

Script 2 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
2 marks – efficient and brief response. 
 
2 marks 
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Script 3 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
An unusual response as most candidates achieved marks here. This does not use the 
lines in the extract, it uses lines 5 and 10. 
 
0 marks 
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Question 3 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a very brief response, and what is said does not indicate an understanding of the 
text as it could be applied to any text. The candidate identifies short paragraphs and has a 
reference to their effect on the reader, but it is too generic to be a ‘comment’ (which would 
suggest Level 2). The point that the ‘short’ paragraphs give ‘plenty of information’ seems 
contradictory, however it could be argued to have an implied link to the idea of secrecy (we 
would be doing a lot of work to make that connection, however).  
 
There is identification of structure and a link to possible effect, but the other bullet points 
are not really covered. There is not even really ‘limited’ comment on the text. There is 
benefit of the doubt in the reference to tension, as this does have some connection to the 
content in the text, therefore 2 marks are awarded. 
 
Level 1 - 2 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a brief response, but it does comment on the text. In the opening paragraph there 
are a couple of references to the text, followed by brief comments. The second paragraph 
picks out ‘risking’ (incorrectly identified as an adjective) and comments a little bit on the 
effect of the word but then the reference to the guards is more a point about the situation 
than the language. Unfortunately, the final point about short paragraphs says very little. 
 
References are valid and there is some comment on the text, so this was given a mark of 
5 in Level 2. 
 
Level 2 - 5 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The response starts with a point about structure: (‘short sentences’) and offers some 
explanation as to their effect (‘give hardly any information’ and ‘intreages the reader’). 
There is also an assertion that they will create ‘drama’ and ‘suspense’. The focus moves to 
language in the second paragraph, with an identification of the intensifier ‘most daring’ and 
the explanation that this suggests ‘a very difficult escape’. In the third paragraph, there is a 
statement that ‘statistics’ are used as a structural technique, although the reference is to 
facts used to ‘provide…background information’. There is further reference to ‘verbs’, 
focusing on ‘shoot’ and the valid explanation that this ‘conotates to death’, and more 
comment on the effect on the reader. 
 
The response never gets beyond fairly obvious explanation with some attempt to consider 
effects on the reader. There is a reasonable attempt to work methodically through points 
about language and structure, citing broadly appropriate references. The response is 
securely placed in Level 3. 
 
Level 3 - 8 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The response begins with a clear statement on how the writer engages the reader ‘by 
building tension and suspense’ and goes on to explore and support this idea. There is a 
confident reference to the structural feature of a ‘multi-clausal sentence’ and the candidate 
moves on to examine the structure and language of the sentence more closely by focusing 
on the ‘initial clause’, ‘emphatical phrase’ and ‘verb’. The candidate also makes further 
points about how structure and language contribute to tension. 
 
The second paragraph moves on to consider the idea of the people’s proximity to freedom 
and analyses how language is used to interest the reader by looking at the use of ‘the 
inclusive pronoun ‘we’’. There is a rather less convincing point about metaphor but the 
effect on the reader is soundly made overall. 
 
The final paragraph looks at ‘the struggle and difficulty of escaping’. A strong point is made 
about the ‘short, declarative sentence’ conveying a ‘nervous tone’ but there is apparent 
misunderstanding of the significance of the lack of light shining from the building. There 
are some further relevant language points, but the candidate is here offering more in the 
way of explanation than exploration. 
 
Overall, although the response is a little uneven, there is sufficient exploration of language 
and structure supported by appropriate references to place it securely in the middle of 
Level 4. 
 
Level 4 - 11 marks 
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Script 5 

 
 



 

18 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language (1EN0) – Paper 2 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

 
 
  



 

19 
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language (1EN0) – Paper 2 2023 Exemplar – Issue 1 – September 2023 – 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
On the first page, the response is focused on the writer's intent - not revealing what the 
call is about. The connection to the ‘hidden message’ is made through the reference to the 
conditional ‘would’ (have been nothing suspicious); there is a hidden message in the call, 
but the reader does not know what it is. This point is further clarified by the candidate 
adding detail such as discussing the use of contradictory conjunction 'but' in relation to ‘the 
signal’ and ‘waiting for’. All of this links back to the starting point of the writer not revealing 
to the reader the purpose or content of the call, but evidently there being a 'well thought 
out plan at work'.  
 
The next paragraph continues with the idea of revelations, as the ‘grand plan is revealed’. 
This point is less focused on the reader than the in first paragraph, but it is clarifying how 
the use of superlative ‘most daring’, intensifier ‘ever’, repetition of ‘last’, ‘risking their lives’ 
all contribute to the effect of the plan being represented as extremely ambitious, ‘no mean 
feat’. Analysis is clear.  
 
The last paragraph of the response refers to facts, ‘dates and statistics’ in a successful 
way by relating their use to the overall structure of the text- vague and unrevealing at the 
start, specific and factual towards the end. It discusses this in relation to both the writer - 
authority, and reader - sympathy and awareness.   
 
The use of subject terminology is specific and accurate throughout the response. The 
selection of both language and structure has been analysed to show how the effects are 
achieved and influence response of the reader. A mark of 13 in Level 5 is awarded.  
 
Level 5 - 13 marks 
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Script 6 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This response is included as an example of a very assured and confident response to this 
question.  
 
It covers a range of language and structure features, using terminology confidently and 
accurately (terminology is not essential in 1EN0, but this response handles it very well). 
The response really ‘steps back’ from the text and examines it holistically, covering the 
whole thing. There is therefore analysis of the text, and analysis of the full range of the 
text. It is a very competent analysis of how both language and structure are used to 
achieve effects and influence readers. It is also an excellent example of how the selection 
of references is discriminating and clarifies the points being made. Very well-deserved full 
marks. 
 
Level 5 - 15 marks 
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Question 4 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
1 mark achieved. 
 
1 mark 
 

Script 2 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
1 mark achieved. 
 
1 mark 
 

Script 3 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
No mark as this is from Text 1. 
 
0 marks 
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Question 5 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
1 valid point. 
 
1 mark 
 

Script 2 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
1 valid point. 
 
1 mark 
 

Script 3 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
No mark as this is not related to the given lines. 
 
0 marks 
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Question 6 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response starts with unnecessary repetition of the question, but it does make an 
assertion ‘it is successful’. This has more of a feeling of borderline comment (which is 
Level 2) as the candidate supports this with a comment and evidence from the text. 
However, given the brevity of the response, it is not moving into Level 2.  All of the bullet 
points in Level 1 are met – it describes the idea of how long it took to get the pieces, it 
offers a limited assertion and offers limited references.  
 
Level 1 - 3 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The answer begins with a standard sentence to focus on the importance of planning. A 
quotation is used to support the simple opinion offered, that it is necessary to have a plan 
in place, in case anything goes ‘wrong’. The candidate references two language 
techniques used by the author to emphasise why planning is important, showing some 
understanding of how the point is made. 
 
The second and final paragraph begins with the same introductory sentence as the first, 
emphasising the importance of planning. The supporting quotation is rather long and is 
taken from the end of a disagreement about where to conceal the wood for the raft to be 
used in the escape. The candidate identifies, briefly, the significance of a ‘short sentence’ 
and the word ‘work’, within the quotation, but there is no further development. The 
paragraph concludes that it is ‘important to come up with other solutions when planning.’ 
 
There is a focus on attempting to identify the importance of planning through the use of 
details from the text. The simple comment and opinion given lack explanation and 
development, suggest a mark in Level 2. The references are valid and enable the 
candidate to support opinions, but lack of development again supports a mark in Level 2. 
 
Level 2 - 5 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a very methodical response which works through aspects of the text (as in ‘the text 
continues’), selecting examples of how the writer is successful in showing the importance 
of planning. The first paragraph deals with ensuring nothing goes wrong, the second with 
mitigating dangers and the third with avoiding discovery. References are appropriate and 
relevant, ideas are explained but not developed and there is some informed judgement 
given (‘this effectively shows the importance of planning as they were fully prepared with a 
plan in order to make the escape as simple as possible.) but again, this lacks 
development.  This is a secure Level 3 response and was given a mark of 8. 
 
Level 3 – 8 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The response makes a fairly successful attempt to analyse how ideas and settings show 
the importance of planning, using a clear, repetitive structure. On the first page, there is a 
consideration of how perfection is demanded in the preparation of materials to ensure 
success, together with how others need to be involved and must be properly briefed. A 
further point focuses on how there is jeopardy in the enterprise and how failure would lead 
to ‘torture’. On the second page, the focus switches to setting – the garden is frequented 
by guards- and this emphasises how planning serves to avoid discovery. On the third 
page, the response again considers how attention to detail is an important feature of 
planning.   
 
The selection of references is appropriate and fairly detailed. Clear, well-informed 
judgement is offered, partly in the repetition of ‘the writer successfully shows…’ and is best 
demonstrated in the final 12 lines of the response which refer to how the writer ‘subtly 
creates the idea that the mission is foolproof’ to eliminate concern. 
 
Level 4 – 11 marks 
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Script 5 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a very assured response that deals skilfully with key elements of the text: setting, 
people, ideas, themes and events are all covered, analysed, evaluated and aptly 
supported. Evaluative adverbs such as ‘effectively’, ‘convincingly’ and ‘successfully’ are 
used appropriately and there is close focus throughout on the demands of the question 
and requirements of the AO. 
 
The candidate starts by looking at how the writer conveys the importance of planning 
through the inclusion of detail about the construction of the raft and refers to ‘the theme of 
accuracy’ supported by a discriminating reference to the ‘detailed description of mortices’ 
which ‘effectively shows the knowledge they have about rafts’. Already it is clear that this is 
a high-level response. 
 
The candidate moves on to looking at the use of dialogue and how this contributes to the 
sense of collaboration between the men, a ‘friendly’ tone and just how important the 
planning stage is. In the third paragraph the ideas and themes of ‘obsession’ and 
‘teamwork’ are closely examined. The final paragraph looks at the ‘event’ when Papillon 
and Carbonieri plan. The candidate considers how an ‘air of confidence’ is conveyed 
through the description, how the plan itself is ‘clear and simple’ and how all this ‘effectively 
shows the reader the significance of planning’. 
 
The high quality of this response is sustained throughout and the candidate always 
supports points well with carefully-chosen textual references which clarify the points made. 
Language and structure features are used skilfully to underpin and reinforce the critical 
judgements. All of the Level 5 criteria are met. 
 
Level 5 – 15 marks 
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Question 7a and 7b 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
7a – The candidate identifies the similarity that the men had a plan to escape. Escaping 
the prison is not correct, unless we assume they mean the ‘prison’ that is East Germany. 
The reference to ‘both from the same prison’ is incorrect, and the evidence is limited. 
There is a second similarity touched on with the idea of escaping with other people. This 
meets Level 1.  
 
Level 1 – 2 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
 
7b – This is a brief response to 7b, which identifies a comparison – one plan is more 
developed/sophisticated than the other, one involves more people than the other, one has 
a back-up plan and the other does not. Had this continued and developed these, there 
could have been quite a range linked to the question. Bullet point 1 is met in Level 2. Bullet 
point 2, however, is met in Level 1 as there is not more than description of the ideas, and 
bullet point 3 is also met in Level 1, as there are limited references (we could argue that 
the final point ‘unlike text one’s plan’ is a vague reference to the text). 
 
Using ‘best-fit’, this response meets the bullet points in Level 1 and the first bullet point in 
Level 2, achieving a mark of 3.    
 
Level 2 – 3 marks 
 
Total for Q7 - 5 marks 
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Script 2 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
7a - The first similarity the candidate draws is both men ‘having a thrill/drive to escape’. 
Evidence from both text support this, showing clear synthesis. The second similarity is that 
they are both ‘organised’. Evidence from both texts is provided. From text 1, ‘padded 
through...in socks’ is not the best example, but it is appropriate and relevant. The third 
similarity is about the ‘feelings they have before escape’. Even though the feelings are 
different, this point shows synthesis of the two texts. Selection of the supporting references 
is appropriate and relevant. A mark of 6 in Level 3 is given. 
 
Level 3 – 6 marks  
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Examiner comment and mark: 
7b - The response starts with the link between the texts being thrill and drive. This is the 
candidate's interpretation of ‘daring’ and Papillon’s ‘obsession’. The point about 
Tillemann's willingness to risk his life is related to this but the interpretation of the 
'obsession' to escape being because of the thrill and addiction to adrenaline is less 
convincing. This response is placed in Level 2 with a mark of 5. It is not the most obvious 
comparison, but there is not a range.   
 
Level 2 – 5 marks 
 
Total for Q7 – 11 marks 
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Script 3 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
7a - The opening similarity that ‘both men feel the need to escape’ is supported by 
references to both texts, showing clear synthesis. The second similarity, that the men have 
‘already tried to escape before’ is less successful, as there is no evidence in Text 2 that 
this is the case. However, the proviso at the end of the point that both men are 
‘determined to escape’ is acceptable. The third point, that escape is ‘sometimes risky’ is 
confirmed by evidence from both texts. Overall, detailed understanding and some detailed 
synthesis, means Level 3 is achieved, with 5 marks. 
 
Level 3 – 5 marks  
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Examiner comment and mark: 
7b - The response has a brief plan which indicates three points of comparison and these 
are developed in the answer. The first point considers the risk and danger involved in 
escapes. Detailed evidence is provided by references to both texts, with some 
consideration of how language explains the writers' ideas and perspectives. The second 
comparison discusses the importance of planning an escape, with some appropriate 
quotations to demonstrate the different ways in which planning is included. The final idea 
is not an obvious comparison, claiming that trying to escape ‘can give you strength.’ In 
Text 1 this strength is mental, as shown by ‘we kept going’, while in Text 2 it is physical, as 
the writer states ‘I was eating better than I'd ever eaten before.’ The comparisons show 
some range and explanation, with relevant references in support, suggesting a mark of 8 
in Level 3. 
 
Level 3 – 8 marks 
 
Total for Q7 – 13 marks 
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Script 4 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
7a - 3 similarities are offered here and detailed understanding is demonstrated. Paragraph 
1 looks at the men’s desperation to escape and the references are appropriate and 
relevant to the point being made. Paragraph 3 shows their commitment to/ enthusiasm for 
escape and again the references are relevant. Paragraph 2 makes a good point about the 
controlling environment they are subjected to. Although the second reference is not really 
used about Charriere, it was felt that the quality of the answer as a whole was still 
sufficient to keep this at full marks. 
 
Level 3 – 6 marks  
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Examiner comment and mark: 
7b - The opening paragraph takes the first point from 7a), their desperation to escape and 
develops in in greater detail, combining it with the contrast between locations. Paragraph 2 
explains the importance of planning to both men. There is more explanation than 
exploration here but references are appropriate and relevant. There is more exploration of 
ideas in Paragraph 3 as an interesting comparison is made about the importance of time. 
Tillemann needs ‘to escape now or he never would’ but Charriere has ‘no fixed time limit’. 
This point is well developed. This response balances references across both texts and 
explores ideas and perspectives. 
 
Level 4 – 10 marks 
 
Total for Q7 – 16 marks   
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Script 5 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
7a - The response demonstrates detailed understanding and synthesis of the texts 
supported by the appropriate selection of evidence. The first paragraph deals with the 
terrible conditions faced by the men involving violent repercussions (‘shoot’ and ‘tortured’). 
 
The second paragraph focuses on the men’s involvement in thorough escape plans (‘the 
call’ and ‘a man to make the raft’), whilst the third paragraph states that both men face 
considerable risks in escaping (getting ‘stuck’ and ‘an extended sentence’). There is a 
sufficient amount of difference between the first and third comparisons. 
 
Level 3– 6 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
7b - There is a varied and comprehensive range of comparisons presented here and 
discriminating references are partially but not wholly balanced across both texts.  
The first paragraph cites the difference in narrative voices between the two texts: third 
person in text 1, involving several people engaged in escape; first person in text 2 where 
Papillon must instigate and organise preparations himself. 
 
Paragraph 2 successfully analyses the powerful emotions involved in both escapes, 
developing into the idea that escape is partially enjoyable for Papillon (‘elevated spirits’). 
 
Paragraph 3 considers in some detail the meticulous detail in the escape plans of both 
texts, using embedded quotations to illustrate the men’s investment in escaping. 
 
Level 5– 13 marks 
 
Total for Q7 – 19 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - This response demonstrates a clear sense of purpose and audience from the outset 
and this is maintained throughout. Paragraph 2 includes the audience; ‘As high school 
students we have first-hand knowledge.’ Paragraph 3 refers to common tastes in music 
(Taylor Swift). Material is organised into clear sections, sometimes managed and 
structured deliberately, as in the last paragraph on page 2 and the paragraphs on page 3. 
The register is always appropriate (Level 3) and at times effective (Level 4). 
 
AO6 - There are some errors (‘wether’, ‘experiance’) but generally all Level 3 criteria are 
met and there is some management of sentence structures for deliberate effect as well as 
the beginnings of a more selective vocabulary (‘a valued attribute’). This just edges up into 
Level 4 with a mark of 10. 
 
AO5 - Level 4 – 16 marks 
AO6 - Level 4 – 10 marks 
TOTAL – 26 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - There is a plan which refers to some fairly sophisticated ideas, such as ‘echo 
chambers’ and the ‘Orwellian nature of tech’, which are used to good effect in the body of 
the response. There is a clear opening statement which establishes that this response is a 
speech, followed by some signposting of what to expect as we listen on. 
Paragraph 1 focuses on how the internet can work positively to facilitate the freedom of 
minorities to protest as a democratic right. This is followed by some consideration of how 
many become ‘glued to smartphones’, and this implies how the personal freedom offered 
by the internet is not always positive. This idea is developed, via the example of Andrew 
Tate, into the idea that social media, whilst ‘having the potential to promote equality’, can 
breed a culture of hatred and radicalisation. There is an asterisked point which touches on 
the way personal freedom can be illusory and at the mercy of those promoting sales. This 
is further developed by looking at more recent technological advances and their potential 
to ‘control the individual’. Finally, there is a call to arms, urging us to ‘escape the echo-
chamber of misinformation’.  
This is an effective, well-organised piece of rhetoric, shaping our response with 
sophistication, manipulating complex ideas cohesively, using a strong, impassioned, 
confident voice. It is a Level 5 response and merits 24 marks. 
 
AO6 - The vocabulary used is extensive and sophisticated, feeding into a range of 
effective phrases such as ‘desperate profit-maximisation schemes’; ‘we will all be strapped 
unwillingly to the yoke’. Punctuation and sentence structures are precise and varied, 
demonstrated by the final paragraph. 
 
AO5 - Level 5 – 24 marks 
AO6 - Level 5 – 16 marks 
TOTAL – 40 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - Although this response is set out at the start as a letter, it does not follow this up 
fully, and therefore this is not an issue overall. The sense of purpose does need to be met, 
to create an article for a newspaper, however we do keep positive marking in mind and do 
not ‘remove’ marks for using the incorrect form. There are some ideas – teamwork is 
important in the context of surgery, it makes things easier to ‘get something done’ and 
working alone can be difficult. The ideas are not developed as the response is so short. It 
is more than a basic response, however. It does show some awareness of purpose and 
audience (despite the confusion at the start, it does focus on the importance of teamwork 
and writes ‘in response’). It does express ideas and has some order to them. It is the 
second part of bullet point 2 in the AO5 mark scheme that is not fully met in Level 2, as 
brevity limits the ability to demonstrate a range of structural and grammatical features. 
 
AO6 - ‘Best-fit’ is important here. We could argue that the vocabulary is quite varied, for 
example ‘surgeon’, ‘successful’, ‘efficiently’. Spelling is also accurate. However, there is 
not enough evidence to be secure that we should move into Level 3 for this first bullet 
point. There are some lengthy sentences and no evidence of a range of punctuation. 
Bullet point 1 in the mark scheme is fully met in Level 2 and has touches of Level 3. Bullet 
point 2 in the mark scheme is more Level 1/2 since there is limited evidence of a range of 
sentence structures. Given this, ‘best-fit’ is at the top of Level 2 for AO6. 
 
AO5 - Level 2 – 8 marks 
AO6 - Level 2 – 6 marks 
TOTAL – 14 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - The candidate has made a plan (extending beyond the planning box) which sets out 
a range of points divided into ‘successful’ and ‘unsuccessful’. The ticks indicate that the 
plan has been referred to and used. A clear sense of an article is provided by the use of 
sub-headings and the candidate has made use of the guidance and bullet points of the 
question to help create a clear structure for their writing. Ideas are in this way connected, if 
not always developed. The use of second person in paragraph two – ‘When you work with 
others …’/’If you work in teams …’ - is an attempt to engage the reader. 
 
The candidate states that teamwork ‘is mainly used in the education industry’ and pursues 
that idea. There is consideration of working both in teams and alone and the results of a 
‘survey’ are presented in a straightforward manner to support points. The differences 
between a successful and unsuccessful team are described and the article then stops 
quite abruptly. 
 
Overall, material is suitable, the use of questions for sub-headings helps to establish 
appropriate tone and register. The separate sections help to make meaning clear but 
ideas, although linked, are not explored or developed. A mark of 12 in the middle of Level 
3 was given. 
 
AO6 - The candidate has tried to use a varied vocabulary (individually, communicating, 
labelling, enrolment) but there are some errors in spelling. There is some variety of 
punctuation including dashes and a colon. Sentence structure is not very ambitious but is 
used to establish points clearly. The response, as it does for AO5, sits firmly in the middle 
of Level 3 with a mark of 8. 
 
AO5 - Level 3– 12 marks 
AO6 - Level 3 – 8 marks 
TOTAL – 20 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - This candidate presents ideas in a personal and chatty way immediately 
establishing the tone and style for a particular effect - to connect with the reading audience 
and forge a connection. Introduces herself, gives a little background, introduced direct 
address and ‘yes, haha!’. 
 
There is a number of ideas about teamwork: making new friends, making the process 
easier, gets finished quicker - although the use of ‘Ugh!’ is not particularly clear. There is a 
clear development of ideas. The ideas from the plan have been used to draw on negatives 
teamwork and that paragraph develops the ideas well (social anxiety point) but then mid-
way through it, almost contradicts herself. The examples used in the last section are 
appropriate but a little descriptive, not as effective as the previous sections. They would 
probably be relatable to the audience of peers.  
 
The response organises quite a range of material, losing the management towards the 
end somewhat. This is an example of ‘best-fit’ approach to the mark scheme: definitely 
does all in Level 3, ideas are developed and material organised but management of ideas 
varies. A mark of 17 in Level 4 is awarded. 
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AO6 - There are few lapses in control but also some punctuation used for clarification - 
apostrophes missing, but there is semi-colon used correctly. Vocabulary is varied with 
some selection and spelling is accurate. The candidate tries for deliberate effects, so, 
again, the ‘best-fit’ is applied to arrive to a mark of 10 in Level 4.    
 
AO5 - Level 4 – 17 marks 
AO6 - Level 4 – 10 marks 
TOTAL – 27 marks 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
AO5 - This is a response which engages fully with the topic and the audience, with strong 
suggestions of a speech throughout. The candidate includes touches of humour in 
moments of direct address to the audience, as in ‘stick with me here’. The ideas are 
coherent and sustained, following the candidate's clear and detailed plan, covering both 
the advantages of working in a team and working alone. The effective conclusion 
references NASA and the moon landing, where a team was involved in ‘tweaking, 
checking, double checking, triple checking and checking once more’ to ensure a 
successful mission. This leads to the considered conclusion that ‘team work does in fact 
make the dream work.’ 
 
AO6 - The direct address confirms this is a speech and is used in conjunction with the 
personal tone throughout. Vocabulary is extensive, with only a few spelling errors such as 
‘astronaught’, which can certainly be excused in such a lengthy answer. There are 
paragraphs and there is a full range of sentence structures used accurately to achieve 
particular effects, as in the ‘checking’ example quoted above. Repetition is effective, 
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through a combination of vocabulary and sentence construction, as in the section outlining 
the significance of the ‘tech guy.’ 
 
AO5 - Level 5 – 24 marks 
AO6 - Level 5 – 16 marks 
TOTAL – 40 marks 
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