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Introduction

« The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of
responses to GCSE English Language Paper 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing
(1ENO/01)

« The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2023 examination series. The
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.

« In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks.

« If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on
teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Section A: Reading

Question 1
Script 1

1 From lines 1-3, identify a word or phrase that shows that the inn is very old.
QAC i!m’\( R R

_(Total for Question 1= 1 mark) _ _

Examiner comment and mark:
A one word response which is correct.

1 mark

Script 2

1 From lines 1-3, identify a word or phrase that shows that the inn is very old.

"an._ancitak . Srone bui\ding. sadiy...euE. ..of YAy

(Total for Question 1 = 1 mark)

Examiner comment and mark:
A longer response. A common selection.

1 mark

Script 3

1 From lines 1-3, identify a word or phrase that shows that the inn is very old.

2 Qounting o0 tar Sign - botud. U Oblkera:

(Total for Question 1 = 1 mark)

Examiner comment and mark:
The quotation chosen does not answer the question.

0 marks
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Question 2

Script 1

2 Read this extract.

/ N\
Arriving at the town, we had no difficulty in finding the inn. The town is
composed of one desdlate street; and midway In that street stands the inn—an
ancient stone building sadly out of repair. The painting on the sign-board is
obliterated. The shutters over the long range of front windows are all closed. A
cock and his hens are the only living creatures at the door. Plainly, this is one of
the old inns of the stage-coach period, ruined by the railway. We pass through
the open arched doorway, and find no one to welcome us. We advance into
the stable yard behind; | assist my wife to dismount. No bell to ring. No human

L creature to answer when | call.

Give two things that show how d;gmd_mgnhcﬂs.

You may use your own words or quotations from the text. )
&

. no owne Yo Lae\cowre O

N

2 o”lj \‘\).‘“\‘} Cr€oxuves. aXx . N Aol

(Total for Question 2 = 2 marks)

Examiner comment and mark:
This response covers bullet point 4 and bullet point 3 in the mark scheme.

2 marks
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Script 2

2 Read this extract.

e ™
Arriving at the town, we had no difficulty in finding the inn. The town is
composed of one desolate street; and midway in that street stands the inn—an
ancient stone building sadly out of repair. The painting on the sign-board is
obliterated. The shutters over the long range of front windows are all closed. A
cock and his hens are the only living creatures at the door. Plainly, this is one of
the old inns of the stage-coach period, ruined by the railway. We pass through
the open arched doorway, and find no one to welcome us. We advance into
the stable yard behind; | assist my wife to dismount. No bell to ring. No human
kcreature to answer when | call.

Give two things that show how deserted the place is.
You may use your own words or quotations from the text.
1 a0 8@ K QN0ient sfone building sadiy ow Ofrepair
2... No.humay. CRANIR. 10 ansney. when L il
(Total for Question 2 = 2 marks)

Examiner comment and mark:
No mark was given for part 1. Part 2 covers bullet point 6 in the mark scheme.

1 mark
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Script 3

2 Read this extract.

( )
Arriving at the town, we had no difficulty in finding the inn. The town is

composed of one desolate street; and midway in that street stands the inn—an
ancient stone building sadly out of repair. The painting on the sign-board is
obliterated. The shutters over the long range of front windows are all closed. A
cock and his hens are the only living creatures at the door. Plainly, this is one of
the old inns of the stage-coach period, ruined by the railway. We pass through
the open arched doorway, and find no one to welcome us. We advance into
the stable yard behind; | assist my wife to dismount. No bell to ring. No human
creature to answer when | call.

Give two things that show how deserted the place is.
You may use your own words or quotations from the text.

no-Tha  ofen . orcht0  Q00Thay

PIIIA N = S T COC U L N VY Sigyns boord
15 o\ tesaed

(Total for Question 2 = 2 marks)

Examiner comment and mark:
The attempts are not valid in response to question.

0 marks
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Question 3

Script 1

3 Read this extract.

f ™
Mrs. Fairbank saunters* gracefully down the length of the yard and does—

what all women do, when they find themselves in a strange place. She opens
every door as she passes it, and peeps in. On my side, | have just recovered my
breath, | am on the point of shouting for the stableman for the third and last
time, when | hear Mrs. Fairbank suddenly call to me:

“Percy! Come here!”

Her voice is eager and agitated. She has opened a last door at the end of the
yard, and has started back from some sight which has suddenly met her view.
| hitch the horses’ bridles on a rusty nail in the wall near me, and join my wife.
She has turned pale, and catches me nervously by the arm.

“Good heavens!” she cries; “look at that!”

| look—and what do | see? | see a dingy little stable, containing two stalls. In
one stall a horse is munching his corn. In the other a man is lying asleep.

A worn, withered, woebegone** man in a stableman’s clothes. His hollow
wrinkled cheeks, his scanty grizzled hair, his dry yellow skin, tell their own tale
\of past sorrow or suffering.

How does the writer use language and structure to describe the experiences of Percy
Fairbank and Mrs Fairbank in the stable?

Support your views with reference to the text.
(6)

AN e 0SS e quu{u\\o.n%mog. ....... s PP
..... MWWW%&.M%&M&&S

Seacka . M. ond . SACS. T ok U0 %Veaj:.
B .. SO . Sack Y m Teoder. Coan  MMSLaliSR.

.~ PO T, M, o - X S N = U Haos.. oS '-Qe-su
OWN e \smom_%um
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LQnQbﬁ OO A LR O IONSE TAVE Al O ﬁ;m%_r

?Mm&mm& ,,,,,,,,,,, mnmx.;’:‘s, AN . < VTN ' s €A AN

mmﬂq_ .......... O m&ua%mm ........ AT

e B <hasesmrd sk onsaS the

- SRS S;%n..wﬁ.w\& \m% LOS

,,....\ndu.aox %LA. ead uoudd. . s*md S

'@Mngq.dua_ oo hax "—ns

Mrm IO W T <~ w < V- S <X -0 &a_:‘dm_r ...................
B A VT S NP = CUT BT, =S « U VS S~ X CC o SURNE VY
SNOCAMLIMAL T D oo B LXRASINAIADA.. YVAFED
ﬂhﬁ_c}a\.q.l.@%we_m ........ 2xQ moﬁQﬂMMb?_vm?mn\&

M‘i‘i‘*“*“‘m“ﬁ ~Res.. %‘Cﬁnﬁ ,,,,,,,, COAONAAM S S
Eaay PAEE N .. A Hfuh& mnumrﬁ

..O_m_{:lr\aSL-.'se.& e B ‘:curﬁ\n.% ........ %&Qmmm&,wm

acke Nk
Mae  reades3¥in. cead on. %&S.ﬁt&?mg\.ﬁ_ Seaaxences

Eq‘ndmgi out. as tjam: read (Total for Question 3 = 6 marks)
dona” oot Yo o doankes y
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Examiner comment and mark:
This is a useful response to compare with Script 3 below.

The opening paragraph of the response is a little vague, but in the second paragraph the
candidate explains the use of adjectives, such as ‘eager’ and ‘agitated’ and looks at the
effect on the reader. The third paragraph is weaker, though some structural devices are
identified, e.g., exclamation marks, without exemplification but with some valid comment
on the use of single sentences.

Level 2 - 3 marks
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Script 2

3 Read this extract.

L

-

e

Mrs. Fairbank saunters* gracefully down the length of the yard and does—
what all women do, when they find themselves in a strange place. She opens
every door as she passes it, and peeps in. On my side, | have just recovered my
breath, | am on the point of shouting for the stableman for the third and last
time, when | hear Mrs. Fairbank suddenly call to me:

“Percy! Come herel”

Her voice is eager and agitated. She has opened a last door at the end of the
yard, and has started back from some sight which has suddenly met her view.
I hitch the horses’ bridles on a rusty nail in the wall near me, and join my wife.
She has turned pale, and catches me nervously by the arm.

“Good heavens!” she cries; “look at that!”

I look—and what do | see? | see a dingy little stable, containing two stalls. In
one stall a horse is munching his corn. In the other a man is lying asleep.

A worn, withered, woebegone** man in a stableman’s clothes. His hollow
wrinkled cheeks, his scanty grizzled hair, his dry yellow skin, tell their own tale
of past sorrow or suffering.

How does the writer use language and structure to describe the experiences of Percy
Fairbank and Mrs Fairbank in the stable?

Support your views with reference to the text.

11
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Examiner comment and mark:

This candidate identifies word features such as ‘pale’ and ‘peeps’ and explains their use to
describe the experiences. In the second sentence the candidate recognises the shift in
tone, which is a structural feature, which means that they can move into level 2 because
they have covered both language and structure.

More words are identified in the second paragraph with some explanation of their use,
keeping the response at the bottom of Level 2. References are appropriate and relevant to
the points being made.

Level 2 - 3 marks
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Script 3

3 Read this extract.

f Mrs. Fairbank saunters* gracefully down the length of the yard and does—
what all women do, when they find themselves in a strange place. She opens
every door as she passes it, and peeps in. On my side, | have just recovered my
breath, | am on the point of shouting for the stableman for the third and last
time, when | hear Mrs, Fairbank suddenly call to me:

“Percy! Come here!”

Her voice is eager and agitated. She has opened a last door at the end of the
yard, and has started back from some sight which has suddenly met her view. -
I hitch the horses’ bridles on a rusty nail in the wall near me, and join my wife.
She has turned pale, and catches me nervously by the arm,

“Good heavens!” she cries; “look at that!”

| look—and what do | see? | see a dingy little stable, containing two stalls. In
one stall a horse is munching his corn. In the other a man is lying asleep.

A worn, withered, woebegone** man in a stableman’s clothes. His hollow
wrinkled cheeks, his scanty grizzled hair, his dry yellow skin, tell their own tale
of past sorrow or suffering.

How does the writer use language and structure to describe the experiences of Percy
Fairbank and Mrs Fairbank in the stable?

Support your views with reference to the text.

S & %uzim e
LAY e ap éAasé wortdS. Aone... amn:mnoém.é;m O
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[SNERN S Voo ke emoddosm ol 05 o
..Q.af&\bxm&km oS 0. M0S. Qnrm.s' dladpug..
%&,u«:@@mcﬁm‘ w0 \vase | Ths \e

B eence o i das S Ie Dlosiny

Jrhﬁ ém Sharles”. 2aleaXe. . | c‘—;,; BN~ ST
o2 o e o m&.,_&f%mw e

:&o \.,c) ek NGR0R NS eRRC. o m& ke " The koo
S Oep. Mmce,\h \z\% M;:«M« ek Be e \G. m

A-SeSk @ce. 0 Spete Da &\Scma A2 Be,X
wmﬁi“sﬁg-gc,m@ﬁmamm e

TAS edes e B.S i tuadan., o K :‘mm el

Examiner comment and mark:
Despite occasionally weak expression (not assessed in the reading questions), the
candidate offers clear explanation of how both language and structure are used.

In the first paragraph the candidate is able to identify a range of language and structure
points and their effect on the reader, e.g., ‘linking phrases’ and ‘alliteration’.

In the second paragraph, the candidate considers the use of exclamation marks in
dialogue and varied sentence lengths and their contribution to the structural change in
tone in the extract.

This response is clearly explanation and at the top of Level 2.

Level 2 - 4 marks
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Script 4

3 Read this extract.

;g

Mrs. FairbankiSa@lintefs®igracefully down the length of the yard and does— MH—& pam |
what all women do, when they find themselves in a strange place, She opens

every door as she passes it, and peeps in. On my side, | have just recovered rn]

-

breath, | am on the point of shouting for the stableman for the third and last

time, when | hear Mrs. Fairbank suddenly call to me: MG Enitloomid
“Percyl Come here!” —~ LY (aM b#A\(L Nunned ,
I-l-efvolnelséagerand agitated. She has opened a last door at the end of the '*HMMR
yard, and has started back from some sight which has suddenly met her view. - dOXpH

| hitch the horses’ bridles on a rusty nail in the wall near me, and join my wife. \

She has turnedipaley and TR LON

“Good heavens!”she cries; “look at that!”.”~ UL tum [H v

| look—and what do | see? | see a dingy little stable, containing two stalls. In M - WE \
“one stall a horse is munching his corn. In the other a man is lying asleep.

~ WAGWA

MA-OMI
““‘2’“‘"‘& 20 i)

How does the writer use language and structure to déscribe thie experiences of Percy
Fairbank and Mrs Fairbank in

the stable?
Support your views with reference to the text.

(6)
AN KAtk Mok AR COONUNN . o AR Ak
!‘h& E:mbm .......... eromed satth AREd ., WIVALL . (OMMUALOY oy ¥ i M
U0 U 'Y SIS SUBC WK (VAU GV S wemm\ AR itk o
s SO L Pornd fome e L 7 losd e

M. ............. :L mwmmmuumm}wmwﬂ\ uuﬂdm
Yank M Baatdodund Wik b SUAORAL AP UMALL. . A

...... Mad ARGt B8 G A s .. Sorti. Fad Mookt skoder
e WA At WA durned " pale” omd kMg i

ey WA M. T ﬂui LTIV A (T |
W Mo Faideamt . etiny QJPWU.:.J ﬂs.k SN0 A0SR SN

15

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in English Language (1ENO) - Paper 1 2023 Exemplar - Issue 1 - September 2023 -
Author and Approver: GQ Product — DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023



o leue s WK S0 S U G wmpied by Al

Addtonody - Hen it Qoreang bown . Pauy Faitemak..

amoh M Tuonnll's | OUpUHEN(e. W Yoe ¢ O cnd. WAL owni

A o PSR VRV T DR T VAT m& ............. A ML ARy

AR 0RO \ord wtm A OO RN Y .y WAL CARAOL...

....... UMUNE § . Sty Wk \\ML!N . wm\nd UneMA WA

) samda...,.mnml TVt .

__mguhm 0 QOTTMNY . Vo mann . AIONQRICA ¥ AdtA O
UL otu Aeaeing . m AMMASIAOL,....TIAL. Ady 441 v

‘" win'&\_td" wd o Camanied! pOWAY R wow 8A Aniard =

e wu‘mm

Examiner comment and mark:

The response opens with the identification of dialogue and the repeated use of
exclamatives with relevant quotations to support the points made. There is a developed
analysis of Mrs Fairbank’s feelings about her experience. This is followed by insightful
analysis of the use of the adjective ‘pale’.

In the second paragraph the candidate refers to the use of a multi-clausal sentence and
then analyses the effect of the listing of adjectives.

Both language and structure are covered in full.

Level 3 - 6 marks
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Script 5
3 Read this extract,

Mrs.FaIrbanksaunters* gracefully down the length of the yard and does—
what all women do, when they find themselves in a strange place. She opens
every door as she passes it, and peeps in. On my side, | have just recovered my
breath, | am on the point of shouting for the stableman for the third and last
time, when | hear Mrs. Fairbank suddenly call to me:

Her voice is eager and agitated. She has opened a last door at the end of the
yard, and has started back from some sight which has suddenly met her view.
1 hitch the horses’ bridles on a rusty nail in the wall nearme,and}olnmywlfe
She has tugmedkpaley and catches me nervously by the arm.

Feou”
‘G NeSERS S Egsies; |00k at that!”

1 look—and what do | see? | see a dingy little stable, containing two stalls. In

one stall a horse is munching his corn. In the other a man is lying asleep.
frieve AN e et e

A wennmwithesed-weebegene™” man in a stableman's clothes. His hollow
wrinkled cheeks, his scanty grizzled hair, his dry yellow skin, tell their own tale
Lofpastsorrowursuffeﬂng. liat —= woorn a4, gri™

How does the writer use language and structure to describe the experiences of Percy
Fairbank and Mrs Fairbank in the stable?

Support your views with reference to the text.
(e)

LIve wotiter  descriees LSNounge. 0 “w; L Folcoone

WHed Exclamonten

ekt oreeXe. e NI OF . oAl XD LR
o Mrs. Fauvee.nka  wWoin . opeeded  hes e cefexesl .
pehnoNisuc, | Fust0ecm e, . b .. B od oot S SN e
—Gosck NS m.!»la .

LTNE . FERESARO.  MABR. ot ENSASMOXCCION . AN
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OPNANIRES | My Farwoaks  oanic . ese  AddN hmq.u%ﬂne ...... .
N Pecaens . conneles.. . Gedh.. e and. a8, the. S

Ahis._nighlighks  she  fesls  she  needs  comfert
and...3he (s . feerful | o

,‘fhe ARTiteN... oA APPEOAONLR... Ot Yoe, men.
The man. iy wern. . wlXNREs . uieelo e ns. . This._ alitecekive
IR eMPDON IS N eIt and. . ML Wt e
e BONC RN "w?mgmdf LEOONeTeS .
cdeconn aodh RO | of  ASghE .. omOh.. Ry e AR Wm
AN O3 e ands  old. . Furtoeranere ot welke

To okeycrde Wiy weWew
Caoankech  clveeles

emphayses  the

\"t"uﬁh' afes WS old O and.  MEZ foe. . \aSR ot oot
fer _hiv.. oty -

Examiner comment and mark:
This is a useful script to compare to Script 4 above.

This response is very focused and the opening is strong. The candidate immediately
identifies the changing mood in the extract. The candidate analyses a range of language
(e.g., ‘saunters’ and ‘heavens’) and structure devices (e.g. repetition and exclamation) to
develop this point with some sophisticated interpretation of language.

In the second paragraph, the candidate analyses a range of language and structure
devices to show how ‘upsetting’ the experience was. The selection of references is
discriminating and clarifies the points being made.

Level 3 - 6 marks
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Question 4

Script 1

4 In this extract, there is an attempt to create a sense of mystery. &
Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.
Support your views with detailed reference to the text.

e

(15)

AN Ao ML .. . C:o,u_ .............
Alis. .. MQ.;QM‘E:;;M ug:.:r.l Uoeur S O
...... AL oS lnouoeise . .. EoonAL. LA.JCI.%....,L‘t LS
w16 cvesoone?
Hew. =, ot YA o UQ‘nou.."Cme hﬁ-ﬁ, ....... Pav<

Qmwmﬂmm%&% ....... v woddat...... .
awta ........... Comecdierc. Lor. . . tom. ot —that.....

19

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in English Language (1ENO) - Paper 1 2023 Exemplar - Issue 1 - September 2023 -
Author and Approver: GQ Product — DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2023



m mima been hoe.?

Voo coodditt be.. 11? Survie. alone.. M Am;ﬂ&
/15»5‘.*0 pﬂaSuag ............ u}dﬂ, hee.... hgrm /o(f LALC .
will. . ﬁﬂv ko ewbun...or  how hes cant

o OSe. %mrfmﬁ” vhows......

hm o F.:.P S0 @m e m—m ............

Examiner comment and mark:

A short and very straightforward response where the candidate seems to raise questions
rather than commenting. Almost as if they are discussing the extract with someone: ‘That
is sort of making you ask yourself...?’

The points made are valid but not developed: ‘How is it that a whole town has no one
there, that’'s a mystery.’

Engagement with the extract is clear, which keeps this response away from Level 1. The
candidate does also find relevant quotations. It does not come close to Level 3’s criteria to
‘Explain’ and sits comfortably in the middle of Level 2.

Level 2 - 5 marks
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Script 2

4 In this extract, there is an attempt to create a sense of mystery.
Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.

Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
(15)

| . S BB). ke O Sonse . ﬂ#@&d e sl AL o
axclanialeny. setenct. anfm Good haawtns! . this hahlghts e shouk of...
Hes. Frackank and shavs it SAL is wdswt o \hat b0 sey Thaeort ik crtalss
o U048 o THAln and. AGTMLL..................

. il

ﬂlﬁgﬁ-hﬂdm l o MMMMM&M&MMMW

o Sho that M Ba pant hasad sl diipped oo ik has et

W&m&mm%w Danthe_sech \cliueh
Shaves thal the MM&UMmGMWMM"MtAwqﬂ :
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Examiner comment and mark:

This candidate has adopted a formulaic approach to the start and end of each paragraph,
‘The writer successfully creates...therefore this successfully creates mystery’, but the
ideas are relevant to the idea of mystery: Mrs Fairbank’s shocked response, the neglected

inn sign, the appearance of the mystery man, the words of the man in his sleep and his
movements.

There is an appropriate selection of references to support the five points which are made.
Some explanation is offered, but this could be more detailed.

There is some informed judgement about the text, but it is not well-informed and critical.
This response is somewhat formulaic, it explains but offers no analysis.

Overall, the response does not come close to Level 4, but a range of features are being
looked at. There is enough for 8 marks.

Level 3 - 8 marks
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Script 3

4 In this extract, there is an attempt to create a sense of mystery.
Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.

Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
(15)

crcte=s :
Aot ﬁwﬁwq Aaraeiatat .t

kIO of. -h_a,_ ......... —etee . A4 lmﬂ__m:h.&
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Examiner comment and mark:

This candidate recognises an element of the mystery genre in the first paragraph and
clearly analyses how the setting and Mrs Fairbanks’ behaviour leads the ‘reader to believe
this is a mystery story’.

Next, there is some recognition of the withholding of information through Mrs Fairbanks’
dialogue. This is not as clearly explained as Script 4 below but includes an appropriate
textual reference.

The response becomes less clear halfway through the second page with reference to the
first person but then goes on to make a range of well-informed points about the sleeping
man. This would be stronger if the candidate linked each of the points back to mystery
rather than summing them up at the end as accentuating the ‘main tone of mystery’.

There is analysis which is not always well-developed but much better than just
explanation.

Level 4 - 11 marks
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Script 4

4 In this extract, there is an attempt to create a sense of mystery,
Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.

Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
(15}
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Examiner comment and mark:

Clearly expressed, well-supported evaluation of how the setting creates mystery in the first
paragraph. In the second paragraph the candidate focuses on the mysterious presence of
the old man and analytically evaluates the description of his features as ‘abnormal’ and his
presence as providing a contrast with the abandoned town. The response is already
looking like a Level 4/5 by the end of the first page with discriminating references made to

the text.

The third paragraph makes a subtle and perceptive point about the use of Mrs Fairbanks’
ambiguous dialogue to create mystery, which is then followed up with an evaluation of the
ambiguity in the sleeping man’s words, which shows a sustained understanding of the
writer’s craft.

The response demonstrates a sustained overview and judgement by the end of second
page.

The candidate ends on an evaluation of the idea of death and achieves most of the bullet
points in Level 5.

Level 5 - 14 marks
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Script 5

4 In this extract, there is an attempt to create a sense of mystery.

Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.

Support your views with detailed reference to the text.
(15)
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Examiner comment and mark:

The response begins with an insightful evaluation of the setting, which the candidate
states ‘establishes mystery’ as it isolates the Fairbanks. Apt and discriminating textual
references are embedded from the start.

The candidate perceptively recognises that there are layers to the theme of mystery and
identifies the contrasting behaviour of Mr and Mrs Fairbanks as creating an imbalance
which builds up to the discovery of the man. They evaluate the way the writer reveals the
mystery to one character but not the other or to the reader to create suspense.

This candidate is spotting the subtler details which suggests a sensitive reading — they
recognise it's strange for the man to sleep during the day — and works hard to interpret the
clues given by the writer, such as ‘the bright light of interrogation’.

This is a sustained and detached critical overview with strong judgements and a focused
use of quotations. Highly persuasive.

Level 5 - 15 marks
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Examiner comment and mark:

The response begins with a conventional narrative opening showing some awareness of
audience and purpose, although this is not sustained. It opens with a short sentence for
dramatic effect and then largely moves into a straightforward recount of events for the rest
of the response. There is occasionally a simple move away from narrative e.g. ‘| was also
nurvous’ (sic), which offers some slight suggestion of feelings, though the candidate is
clearly not writing to create an effect. There is no real sense of the writer having a reader
in mind. Paragraphs are used competently to organise ideas, but tone, style and register
are straightforward. Tenses are not always controlled. Some subject specific vocabulary
e.g., 'departure’ and ‘pilot’ are spelt correctly, but spelling and punctuation are inconsistent
and there is a limited variety of sentence structures.

This is a good example of a top Level 2 response.

AOS5: Level 2 -9 marks
AOG: Level 2 — 6 marks
TOTAL: 15 marks
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Examiner comment and mark:

Although there are marked similarities here to The Princess Diaries, the candidate has
taken the ideas and used these to create their narrative. We do not penalise students for
using familiar stories and ideas.

The opening paragraph creates an effective, if simple, narrative hook. The candidate then
moves into telling the story. There is a clear sense of audience and purpose with
deliberate use of some devices, such as short sentences and the rhetorical question.

The candidate uses style for effect, for example where the language becomes less formal
and more colloquial e.g., ‘kids’ and ‘random Tuesday’. There is a simply created
heightened sense of drama at the start of the penultimate paragraph, with the use of the
short sentence and exclamation mark. Paragraphs are used accurately throughout and
there is evidence of a relatively varied vocabulary, with mostly accurate spelling and a
range of sentence structures used for effect.

AO5: Level 3 -13 marks
AOG: Level 3 — 9 marks
TOTAL: 22 marks
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Examiner comment and mark:

This response has a strong opening which, in the first paragraph, immediately introduces
the theme of the piece. The deliberate use of the one-word paragraph, ‘Tragic’, is powerful
and effective. At the top of the second page, the candidate uses balanced sentences for
impact, a technique which is repeated later at the end of the next paragraph.

The shift from first to second person is deliberate, as is the change of tone from tragic to
more light-hearted at the top of the third page. The return to the theme of grief towards the
end of the piece demonstrates the cohesion of the narrative.

There is a wide selective vocabulary with very few spelling errors. Sentences are
deliberately crafted for effect. There are occasional errors in punctuation, most notably the
I/i but these do not impede clarity. This was awarded 12 marks for AO6 as ‘best fit'.

This response is a good example of a secure Level 4 for both assessment objectives.

AO5: Level 4 - 18 marks
AOG6: Level 4 — 12 marks
TOTAL: 30 marks
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Examiner comment and mark:

The opening sentences are engaging and intriguing, the shift from the second person to
the first immediately leaves the reader wondering about the perspective of the narrative
and is an extremely effective hook.

This is an answer that ‘manipulates complex ideas’ as the Level 5 criteria states. Itis a
sophisticated and controlled reflection on the subjects of friendship, insanity and war.
There is an extensive range of features here such as internal dialogue, the metaphor ‘jaws
of hell’, deliberate use of monosyllabic language for effect ‘my hand grasped air, not cloth’.
The complexity, cohesion and highly sophisticated control of this writing is striking as it
moves between reflection and narrative. The clever twist at the end, when the friend
appears to vanish, leaves the reader questioning what has actually happened, freeing
them to interpret the conclusion themselves.

This response does more than enough for top marks.

AO5: Level 5 - 24 marks
AOG: Level 5 - 16 marks
TOTAL: 40 marks
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Examiner comment and mark:

The opening of this response moves from short simple sentences to the extended complex
sentence, which effectively reflects the build-up of tension and excitement felt by the actor
on stage.

As the narrative continues there are rhetorical devices used for effect, for example the
deliberate use of repetition with the word ‘constant’ to create a depressed, down-trodden
atmosphere. This accumulates with the revelation of her mother’s diagnosis. The simple
one-word sentence ‘Forever’ is used deliberately for effect. There are some stereotypical
rhetorical devices used but these are still effective. Unlike the previous script, the
candidate is far less precise in their use of language; we get unnecessary details about the
‘newly washed’ dishes and ‘somewhat soapy’ hands.

The candidate builds tension with the dash to hospital and, again, includes a lot of extra
detail. It does lead up well to the mother’s final words which link back to the ‘dream’.

There is a deliberate move to the present tense at the end and the narrative is effectively
organised to bring us full circle back to acting.

This script needed to show a more sophisticated and sustained use of tone, style and
register for higher marks.

AO5: Level 4 - 18 marks
AOG: Level 4 — 11 marks
TOTAL: 29 marks
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Script 2
Chosen question number: Question5 El Question6 X
Plan your answer to Section B here:
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Examiner comment and mark:
A strong, mature piece of writing which powerfully evokes a clear sense of time, place and
relationship. Utilises the collective romantic ideal of ‘Paris’.

The first sentence makes effective use of a semi-colon to emphasise the refuge versus the
rain. The candidate avoids some of the more cliched description of weather -
onomatopoeic use of ‘hissed’ for the background noise of rain is effective. One word
sentence introduces the dream: ‘Paris.” The candidate then effectively uses listing to build
up an evocative atmosphere.

In the second paragraph the character of Lily is introduced. Sophisticated expressions are
used throughout: ‘disquietude that gnawed at my own heart’. Their relationship is subtly
suggested through expressions such as, ‘stole a glance’ and the candidate hints at what
has gone before with a range of sentence structures: ‘No more of the monotonous life.
Every day the same. On repeat. Forever.’

There is some beautifully written dialogue revealing just enough information to tell us how
their relationship will develop, ‘Yet | still feel alone somehow’. This, with the deliberate
symbolism of the cigarette embers demonstrates that this candidate is able to use
language precisely to communicate the narrative.

A relatively short and focused response that does everything required of Level 5.

AOS5: Level 5 - 24 marks
AOG6: Level 5 — 16 marks
TOTAL: 40 marks
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