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Introduction  
 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Language Paper 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing 
(1EN0/01)  

• The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2023 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.  

• In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Section A: Reading 

Question 1 
Script 1 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
A one word response which is correct. 
 
1 mark 
 
 

Script 2 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
A longer response. A common selection. 
 
1 mark 
 
 

Script 3 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
The quotation chosen does not answer the question. 
 
0 marks  
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Question 2 
Script 1 

 
Examiner comment and mark: 
This response covers bullet point 4 and bullet point 3 in the mark scheme. 
 
2 marks 
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Script 2 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
No mark was given for part 1.  Part 2 covers bullet point 6 in the mark scheme.  
 
1 mark 
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Script 3 

 
 
Examiner comment and mark: 
The attempts are not valid in response to question. 
 
0 marks 
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Question 3 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a useful response to compare with Script 3 below. 
 
The opening paragraph of the response is a little vague, but in the second paragraph the 
candidate explains the use of adjectives, such as ‘eager’ and ‘agitated’ and looks at the 
effect on the reader. The third paragraph is weaker, though some structural devices are 
identified, e.g., exclamation marks, without exemplification but with some valid comment 
on the use of single sentences. 
 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This candidate identifies word features such as ‘pale’ and ‘peeps’ and explains their use to 
describe the experiences. In the second sentence the candidate recognises the shift in 
tone, which is a structural feature, which means that they can move into level 2 because 
they have covered both language and structure.   
 
More words are identified in the second paragraph with some explanation of their use, 
keeping the response at the bottom of Level 2. References are appropriate and relevant to 
the points being made. 
 
Level 2 - 3 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
Despite occasionally weak expression (not assessed in the reading questions), the 
candidate offers clear explanation of how both language and structure are used.   
 
In the first paragraph the candidate is able to identify a range of language and structure 
points and their effect on the reader, e.g., ‘linking phrases’ and ‘alliteration’.   
 
In the second paragraph, the candidate considers the use of exclamation marks in 
dialogue and varied sentence lengths and their contribution to the structural change in 
tone in the extract. 
 
This response is clearly explanation and at the top of Level 2. 
 
Level 2 - 4 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The response opens with the identification of dialogue and the repeated use of 
exclamatives with relevant quotations to support the points made. There is a developed 
analysis of Mrs Fairbank’s feelings about her experience. This is followed by insightful 
analysis of the use of the adjective ‘pale’.  
In the second paragraph the candidate refers to the use of a multi-clausal sentence and 
then analyses the effect of the listing of adjectives.   
Both language and structure are covered in full. 
 
Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Script 5 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This is a useful script to compare to Script 4 above.  
This response is very focused and the opening is strong. The candidate immediately 
identifies the changing mood in the extract. The candidate analyses a range of language 
(e.g., ‘saunters’ and ‘heavens’) and structure devices (e.g. repetition and exclamation) to 
develop this point with some sophisticated interpretation of language. 
In the second paragraph, the candidate analyses a range of language and structure 
devices to show how ‘upsetting’ the experience was. The selection of references is 
discriminating and clarifies the points being made. 
 
Level 3 - 6 marks 
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Question 4 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
A short and very straightforward response where the candidate seems to raise questions 
rather than commenting. Almost as if they are discussing the extract with someone: ‘That 
is sort of making you ask yourself…?’ 
The points made are valid but not developed: ‘How is it that a whole town has no one 
there, that’s a mystery.’  
Engagement with the extract is clear, which keeps this response away from Level 1. The 
candidate does also find relevant quotations. It does not come close to Level 3’s criteria to 
‘Explain’ and sits comfortably in the middle of Level 2. 
 
Level 2 - 5 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This candidate has adopted a formulaic approach to the start and end of each paragraph, 
‘The writer successfully creates…therefore this successfully creates mystery’, but the 
ideas are relevant to the idea of mystery: Mrs Fairbank’s shocked response, the neglected 
inn sign, the appearance of the mystery man, the words of the man in his sleep and his 
movements. 
There is an appropriate selection of references to support the five points which are made. 
Some explanation is offered, but this could be more detailed. 
There is some informed judgement about the text, but it is not well-informed and critical.  
This response is somewhat formulaic, it explains but offers no analysis.  
Overall, the response does not come close to Level 4, but a range of features are being 
looked at. There is enough for 8 marks. 
 
Level 3 - 8 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This candidate recognises an element of the mystery genre in the first paragraph and 
clearly analyses how the setting and Mrs Fairbanks’ behaviour leads the ‘reader to believe 
this is a mystery story’.  
Next, there is some recognition of the withholding of information through Mrs Fairbanks’ 
dialogue. This is not as clearly explained as Script 4 below but includes an appropriate 
textual reference.  
The response becomes less clear halfway through the second page with reference to the 
first person but then goes on to make a range of well-informed points about the sleeping 
man. This would be stronger if the candidate linked each of the points back to mystery 
rather than summing them up at the end as accentuating the ‘main tone of mystery’. 
There is analysis which is not always well-developed but much better than just 
explanation. 
 
Level 4 - 11 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
Clearly expressed, well-supported evaluation of how the setting creates mystery in the first 
paragraph. In the second paragraph the candidate focuses on the mysterious presence of 
the old man and analytically evaluates the description of his features as ‘abnormal’ and his 
presence as providing a contrast with the abandoned town. The response is already 
looking like a Level 4/5 by the end of the first page with discriminating references made to 
the text.  
The third paragraph makes a subtle and perceptive point about the use of Mrs Fairbanks’ 
ambiguous dialogue to create mystery, which is then followed up with an evaluation of the 
ambiguity in the sleeping man’s words, which shows a sustained understanding of the 
writer’s craft.  
The response demonstrates a sustained overview and judgement by the end of second 
page.   
The candidate ends on an evaluation of the idea of death and achieves most of the bullet 
points in Level 5.  
 
Level 5 - 14 marks 
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Script 5 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The response begins with an insightful evaluation of the setting, which the candidate 
states ‘establishes mystery’ as it isolates the Fairbanks. Apt and discriminating textual 
references are embedded from the start. 
The candidate perceptively recognises that there are layers to the theme of mystery and 
identifies the contrasting behaviour of Mr and Mrs Fairbanks as creating an imbalance 
which builds up to the discovery of the man. They evaluate the way the writer reveals the 
mystery to one character but not the other or to the reader to create suspense.  
This candidate is spotting the subtler details which suggests a sensitive reading – they 
recognise it’s strange for the man to sleep during the day – and works hard to interpret the 
clues given by the writer, such as ‘the bright light of interrogation’.  
This is a sustained and detached critical overview with strong judgements and a focused 
use of quotations. Highly persuasive. 
 
Level 5 - 15 marks 
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Section B: Writing 

Question 5 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The response begins with a conventional narrative opening showing some awareness of 
audience and purpose, although this is not sustained. It opens with a short sentence for 
dramatic effect and then largely moves into a straightforward recount of events for the rest 
of the response. There is occasionally a simple move away from narrative e.g. ‘I was also 
nurvous’ (sic), which offers some slight suggestion of feelings, though the candidate is 
clearly not writing to create an effect. There is no real sense of the writer having a reader 
in mind. Paragraphs are used competently to organise ideas, but tone, style and register 
are straightforward. Tenses are not always controlled. Some subject specific vocabulary 
e.g., ‘departure’ and ‘pilot’ are spelt correctly, but spelling and punctuation are inconsistent 
and there is a limited variety of sentence structures. 
This is a good example of a top Level 2 response. 
 
AO5: Level 2 - 9 marks 
AO6: Level 2 – 6 marks 
TOTAL: 15 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
Although there are marked similarities here to The Princess Diaries, the candidate has 
taken the ideas and used these to create their narrative. We do not penalise students for 
using familiar stories and ideas. 
The opening paragraph creates an effective, if simple, narrative hook. The candidate then 
moves into telling the story. There is a clear sense of audience and purpose with 
deliberate use of some devices, such as short sentences and the rhetorical question. 
The candidate uses style for effect, for example where the language becomes less formal 
and more colloquial e.g., ‘kids’ and ‘random Tuesday’. There is a simply created 
heightened sense of drama at the start of the penultimate paragraph, with the use of the 
short sentence and exclamation mark. Paragraphs are used accurately throughout and 
there is evidence of a relatively varied vocabulary, with mostly accurate spelling and a 
range of sentence structures used for effect. 
 
AO5: Level 3 - 13 marks 
AO6: Level 3 – 9 marks 
TOTAL: 22 marks 
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Script 3 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
This response has a strong opening which, in the first paragraph, immediately introduces 
the theme of the piece. The deliberate use of the one-word paragraph, ‘Tragic’, is powerful 
and effective. At the top of the second page, the candidate uses balanced sentences for 
impact, a technique which is repeated later at the end of the next paragraph. 
The shift from first to second person is deliberate, as is the change of tone from tragic to 
more light-hearted at the top of the third page. The return to the theme of grief towards the 
end of the piece demonstrates the cohesion of the narrative.   
There is a wide selective vocabulary with very few spelling errors. Sentences are 
deliberately crafted for effect. There are occasional errors in punctuation, most notably the 
I/i but these do not impede clarity. This was awarded 12 marks for AO6 as ‘best fit’. 
This response is a good example of a secure Level 4 for both assessment objectives. 
 
AO5: Level 4 - 18 marks 
AO6: Level 4 – 12 marks 
TOTAL: 30 marks 
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Script 4 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The opening sentences are engaging and intriguing, the shift from the second person to 
the first immediately leaves the reader wondering about the perspective of the narrative 
and is an extremely effective hook.  
This is an answer that ‘manipulates complex ideas’ as the Level 5 criteria states. It is a 
sophisticated and controlled reflection on the subjects of friendship, insanity and war.  
There is an extensive range of features here such as internal dialogue, the metaphor ‘jaws 
of hell’, deliberate use of monosyllabic language for effect ‘my hand grasped air, not cloth’.  
The complexity, cohesion and highly sophisticated control of this writing is striking as it 
moves between reflection and narrative. The clever twist at the end, when the friend 
appears to vanish, leaves the reader questioning what has actually happened, freeing 
them to interpret the conclusion themselves. 
This response does more than enough for top marks. 
 
AO5: Level 5 - 24 marks 
AO6: Level 5 – 16 marks 
TOTAL: 40 marks 
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Question 6 
Script 1 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
The opening of this response moves from short simple sentences to the extended complex 
sentence, which effectively reflects the build-up of tension and excitement felt by the actor 
on stage.   
As the narrative continues there are rhetorical devices used for effect, for example the 
deliberate use of repetition with the word ‘constant’ to create a depressed, down-trodden 
atmosphere. This accumulates with the revelation of her mother’s diagnosis. The simple 
one-word sentence ‘Forever’ is used deliberately for effect. There are some stereotypical 
rhetorical devices used but these are still effective. Unlike the previous script, the 
candidate is far less precise in their use of language; we get unnecessary details about the 
‘newly washed’ dishes and ‘somewhat soapy’ hands.  
The candidate builds tension with the dash to hospital and, again, includes a lot of extra 
detail. It does lead up well to the mother’s final words which link back to the ‘dream’. 
There is a deliberate move to the present tense at the end and the narrative is effectively 
organised to bring us full circle back to acting. 
This script needed to show a more sophisticated and sustained use of tone, style and 
register for higher marks. 
 
AO5: Level 4 - 18 marks 
AO6: Level 4 – 11 marks 
TOTAL: 29 marks 
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Script 2 
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Examiner comment and mark: 
A strong, mature piece of writing which powerfully evokes a clear sense of time, place and 
relationship. Utilises the collective romantic ideal of ‘Paris’.  
The first sentence makes effective use of a semi-colon to emphasise the refuge versus the 
rain. The candidate avoids some of the more cliched description of weather - 
onomatopoeic use of ‘hissed’ for the background noise of rain is effective. One word 
sentence introduces the dream: ‘Paris.’ The candidate then effectively uses listing to build 
up an evocative atmosphere. 
In the second paragraph the character of Lily is introduced. Sophisticated expressions are 
used throughout: ‘disquietude that gnawed at my own heart’. Their relationship is subtly 
suggested through expressions such as, ‘stole a glance’ and the candidate hints at what 
has gone before with a range of sentence structures: ‘No more of the monotonous life. 
Every day the same. On repeat. Forever.’ 
There is some beautifully written dialogue revealing just enough information to tell us how 
their relationship will develop, ‘Yet I still feel alone somehow’. This, with the deliberate 
symbolism of the cigarette embers demonstrates that this candidate is able to use 
language precisely to communicate the narrative.  
A relatively short and focused response that does everything required of Level 5. 
 
AO5: Level 5 - 24 marks 
AO6: Level 5 – 16 marks 
TOTAL: 40 marks 
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