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Introduction  
 

 The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 
responses to GCSE English Language Paper 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing 
(1EN0/01)  

 The responses in this pack are taken from the Summer 2022 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website here.  

 In this pack you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 

 If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact our English subject advisor on 0333 016 4120 or 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 
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Section A: Reading Exemplars 

Question 1 

Script 1 

 

 

 

Script 2 

 

 

 

Script 3 
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Question 2 

Please note that from November 2022 onwards, the extract will be reprinted above 
the question.  

 

Script 1 

 

 

Script 2 
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Question 3 

Please note that from November 2022 onwards, the extract will be reprinted above 
the question.  

 

 

Script 1 
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Script 2 
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Script 3 
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Script 4 
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Script 5 
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Question 4 

Script 1 
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Script 2 
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Script 3 
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Script 4 
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Script 5 
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Section A: Reading Examiner Commentaries 

 

Question 1 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 A clear selection – bullet point 1 from the mark scheme. 

1 mark 
Script 2 Not a valid response; the candidate has not chosen a quotation which 

explains why Oliver was stupefied but one which just states that he is. 
0 marks 

Script 3 Bullet points 1 and 2 from the mark scheme. 
1 mark 

 
 

Question 2 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 Bullet points 2,3,4 and 5 from the mark scheme. 

2 marks 
Script 2 A minimalist approach. Bullet points 1 and 5 from the mark scheme are 

covered. 
2 marks 
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Question 3 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 The response opens with the identification of repetition and an 

imperative with a relevant quotation to support the points made. There is 
a sound explanation here of Oliver resisting and Sikes becoming 
angrier, demonstrating a clear understanding of what is happening.  

The second paragraph is weaker, referring to threatening language and 
the verb ‘strew’. The explanation here is less developed as can be seen 
in the final sentence, nevertheless all of the bullet points in Level 2 are 
well covered in this response. 
 
Level 2 – 4 marks 

Script 2 This response shows some understanding of the events in the extract. 
They inform us that the writer uses language but do not offer any textual 
references as support and there are no language features identified to 
comment on or explain.  There is some suggestion that the candidate 
understands the pace of the extract when they refer to events 
happening in a ‘blur’, but again, no examples are given to show where 
this idea came from.  

There is enough understanding for 1 mark. As the second bullet point in 
Level 1 on the mark scheme is not covered at all, this is unable to 
progress any higher in the level. 
 
Level 1 – 1 mark 

Script 3 This is a strong response right from the start with the candidate 
identifying a lexical field of fear and referring to the effect on the reader. 
The analysis of the two metaphors recognises the emotional and 
physical impact of Oliver’s ordeal and how this impacts the reader. The 
first paragraph ends with the analysis of the structural feature of a list.  

The response then looks at another lexical field, an adverb, repetition, 
an exclamation and hyperbole, showing a wide and mature 
understanding of Oliver as vulnerable, powerless and under threat. This 
candidate provides an impressive analysis of the techniques used to 
describe what happens and is discriminating in the selection of textual 
references and so it achieves full marks. 
 
Level 3 – 6 marks 

Script 4 This is a useful script to compare to script 2.  

The candidate selects a couple of quotations and makes some relevant 
comments on them. They correctly interpret their first quotation, but do 
not explain how it links to the idea that Oliver is unhappy and does not 
want to take part in the robbery.  

The second quotation does not automatically suggest that Oliver is 
scared, as the candidate suggests, but it does show Sikes threatening 
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him and the candidate attempts to explain the word, ‘strew’. All the bullet 
points in Level 1 are covered here. There are no references to structure 
and this response is restricted to Level 1. 
 
Level 1 – 2 marks 

Script 5 The response begins by identifying temporal imagery, complex 
sentences and short dialogue to create a fast pace. This is well-
supported with quotations and the analysis recognises Oliver’s lack of 
control over the situation and therefore the readers empathy.  

The analysis around the abstract nouns and the adjective ‘cold’ is 
weaker, with an alternative interpretation offered of the cold sweat 
possibly relating to the weather as being less convincing. The 
candidate’s last point offers little more than a simple comment about the 
compound sentence identified.  

Although the response does get weaker towards the end, there is 
enough clear analysis to lift it into Level 3 and a mark of 5. 
 
Level 3 – 5 marks 
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Question 4 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 The response begins with a comment on Sikes fastening Oliver’s cape 

and offers a straightforward opinion that the beginning of the extract is 
‘normal’.  The candidate has missed the clue that in fact all is not well.   

The response has three further short paragraphs which each offer 
comments with valid but undeveloped references.  The candidate picks 
up on the furtiveness of the setting (‘nobody…to see you’), the time of 
day and the weather (‘intensely dark’) and the change in Oliver’s 
demeanour (‘let me run away and die in the fields’).   

However, whilst the response is quite focused on tension and does 
consider the impact on the reader, it does not move towards the 
‘explanation’ and ‘informed judgement’ expected on a Level 3 response.  
It sits in the middle of Level 2. 

 
Level 2 – 5 marks 

Script 2 This response has a sense of informed judgement throughout and 
moves into Level 3 because of the quality of the explanations made.   

It begins with a consideration of Sikes fastening Oliver’s cape and the 
discussion here shows more depth than in Script 1.  There is an 
explanation of the connotations of ‘somebody cloaking something’ and 
how this causes tension.  The discussion of Dickens’ use of the 
darkness and the fog also moves into explanation although it does not 
move towards an analytical approach: ‘the readers know and associate 
this kind of weather/setting with typically negative texts’.   

Whilst further points are made and some relevant references are 
selected, the quality of the explanation offered does not become more 
complex or move towards a sense of ‘well-informed’.  Focus on the 
theme of tension is sound and there is consideration of the impact on 
the reader.   

However, the candidate is not able to articulate a deeper understanding 
and the points made are often simply expressed (‘Sikes is shown to be 
annoyed’; ‘a bad man’). The response sits in the middle of Level 3. 

 
Level 3 – 8 marks 

Script 3 From the opening paragraph, this response’s sustained and detached 
critical overview becomes apparent.   

The candidate evaluates Dickens’ ‘ominous presentation of setting’ and 
argues that this is used ‘purposefully’ as a reflection of Oliver’s fear and 
confusion.  There is a convincing discussion of the focus on silence in 
the extract, the impact on the reader, and the ‘impression of supressing 
Oliver’.   
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The evaluative language is fully integrated into the response throughout 
(‘masterfully’, ‘effectively’, ‘artfully’) and the quotations have been 
selected with discrimination.  Points are sometimes supported by two or 
three brief, apt quotations which clarify the points made for example, 
see the second side of the response for a discussion about the physical 
power that the men have over Oliver plus an analysis of the tone of 
secrecy which Dickens creates.   

The evaluative language, embedding of apt references, sustained 
judgement and focus on the reader enable the candidate to fully meet all 
of the Level 5 criteria and full marks have been awarded. 

 
Level 5 – 15 marks 

Script 4 A brief response consisting of three paragraphs which all begin with the 
sentence ‘…achieved this successfully’, however this answer is not able 
to offer evaluation.   

The response only offers limited assertions about the extract (‘makes 
the reader think of a foggy night’; ‘[feel] a bit worried’; ‘think how bad 
they can be’.)   

The points do not move far from the quotations themselves and the 
response was awarded a mark at the top of Level 1. 

Level 1 – 3 marks 
Script 5 At the start, the response focuses on ‘fear and discomfort’ rather than on 

tension.   

However, once this focus shifts, it becomes clear that there is a good 
level of analysis on a number of points including Dickens’ evocation of 
an ‘alien and uneasy atmosphere’ and the sense of the isolation of 
Oliver in the ‘wholly deserted’ town.  The response effectively zooms in 
on the use of the word ‘wholly’: ‘suggesting that nothing and no one 
could help Oliver’.   

Evaluative language is used in the response: ‘successfully’; ‘effectively’; 
‘creatively’.  There is a lengthy discussion of the theme of tiredness and 
here the candidate makes detailed use of appropriate references.  
However, there seems to be a slight misunderstanding of Toby Crackit’s 
‘scarcely pausing to take breath’ and the response does not achieve a 
sustained and detached critical overview.   

The response ends strongly with an analysis of the violence in the 
extract and achieved a mark of 12 having successfully met all of the 
Level 4 criteria. 

 
Level 4 – 12 marks 
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Section B: Writing Exemplars 

Question 5 

Script 1 
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Script 2 
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Script 3 
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Question 6 

Script 1 
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Script 2 
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Section B: Writing Examiner Commentaries 

 

Question 5 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 The response begins with a conventional narrative opening showing a 

simple awareness of audience and purpose. There is some initial 
confusion of language with Megan ‘going to see her first job’.  The 
response does make use of paragraphs to order the narrative in a 
simple way, though sentence demarcation is not secure in the opening 
paragraph and it is not consistently secure on tenses in the first 
paragraph when she ‘ask’ her boss.  
 
The narrative is chronological and the candidate is expressing 
information and ideas, although the use of structural and grammatical 
features is relatively limited.  There is some building of the idea of the 
work relationship between Megan and Mr John.  The candidate tries to 
build tension a little with the ending and this shows that there is some 
awareness of audience and purpose, helping to move the response into 
Level 2.   
 
All of Level 1 is met for AO6 and there is a sufficient range of vocabulary 
to move this answer into Level 2 as spelling is mostly accurate.   
 
AO5: Level 2 – 6 marks 
AO6: Level 2 – 4 marks 
TOTAL – 6+4 = 10 marks 

Script 2 The candidate begins by trying to ‘hook’ the reader through the use of 
repetition and the two-line paragraph to create some foreshadowing and 
introducing some tension.   

The next paragraph reveals the idea about the first day of university; an 
idea that is not sustained and gets lost for much of the remainder of the 
narrative.  There is deliberate use of a conversational tone which is 
consistent, ‘You see I’m quite short’, with a number of paragraph 
starters using the same device.  This deliberate and controlled stylistic 
device and the number of rhetorical devices used help to lift this 
response into Level 3.  There is use of the simile of ‘huddles…like 
penguins’ is engaging and creates a vivid image for the reader.   

Other devices, such as the use of simple dialogue and the rhetorical 
question at the top of the third page all help to engage the audience.  

There is some ambition in vocabulary and sentence structure, however, 
this is not always well controlled. 
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This response is a good example of a mid-Level 3 for both assessment 
objectives. 
 
AO5: Level 3 – 12 marks 
AO6: Level 3 – 8 marks 
TOTAL: 12+8 = 20 marks 

Script 3 The opening sentences are engaging and intriguing, leaving the reader 
wondering who the oppressor might be.  There is some carefully 
selected and sophisticated vocabulary used (‘exhalation’, ‘patriarchal’, 
‘evaporating’).  The second paragraph maintains this extensive 
vocabulary.  The one-word sentences are deliberately used for impact 
and are strongly shaping the reader’s response.  The candidate sustains 
this throughout the boxing training on the second page and then the 
inner conflict is revealed on page 3.   

The candidate skilfully employs a range of rhetorical devices and 
manipulates the timing and pace, particularly on the journey back to the 
club.  The revelation of the final phrase ‘we both left the room as neither 
of us had entered it. As equals’, shows sophistication of thought and 
presentation.  Tone, style and register are all fully employed for impact; 
they are sustained throughout.   

The overall complex idea of challenging the patriarchal society and final 
reveal of what is really important is mature and confident. 

The vocabulary is extensive, accurate and strategically used. 
Punctuation and sentence structures are strong and any errors do not 
detract from the overall effect.  This achieves full marks in Level 5 for 
both AOs. 
 
AO5: Level 5 – 24 marks 
AO6: Level 5 – 16 marks 
TOTAL: 24+16 = 40 marks 
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Question 6 

 Examiner Commentary and mark 
Script 1 The plan here, although not marked, suggests that there will be a ‘big 

moment’.  The suggestion of a diary entry is not maintained in terms of 
style and is followed by a title, suggesting a narrative, which is a little 
misleading.  Straightforward ideas are expressed and ordered and 
events are presented in chronological order.  

There is some limited attempt to use devices, such as the Brighton 
beach comparison, though the inclusion of the Vauxhall Corsa to reflect 
the narrowness of the street is quite obscure and less successful. There 
is a build-up of to the idea of the bike’s brakes being ‘too good’ but this 
is never developed.  

The candidate shows some awareness of audience and purpose, but 
the ending comes rather abruptly and the notion around the helmet and 
its relevance is a little confused. 

This meets most of the bullet points in Level 2 for AO5, although the 
range of structural features is not always secure. 

This is a clear example of a mid-Level 2 response for AO6. 

 
AO5: Level 2 – 8 marks 
AO6: Level 2 – 5 marks 
TOTAL: 8+5 = 13 marks 

Script 2 This is a candidate who shapes the reader’s response from the outset in 
a highly original and creative manner.  They use the idea and structure 
of the symphony as a weather comparison with sophistication to create 
an engaging and perceptive response; each movement reflecting the 
precise movement of the storm. 

The paragraph between the fourth movement and the finale serves to 
offer a counter argument to the expectation of this part of the storm, 
revealing its beauty.  The ‘peak of its crescendo’ and the end of the 
symphony show that this response manipulates complex ideas and that 
the candidate has sustained the tone, style and register. 

The vocabulary choices demonstrate subtlety, with colour imagery 
reflecting both the musical movement and the gathering storm, for 
example, ‘floating grey notes.’  Punctuation and sentence structures are 
strong and any errors do not detract from the overall effect. 

An unusually creative and original response that deserves a mark at the 
top of Level 5 for both assessment objectives. 

 
AO5: Level 5 – 24 marks 
AO6: Level 5 – 16 marks 
TOTAL: 24 + 16 = 40 marks 

 


