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Introduction 
 
The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language is a linear 
course. It consists of two externally examined components and one 
endorsement for Spoken Language. Paper 1 is worth 40% of the total GCSE and 
consists of two sections, lasting for one hour and forty-five minutes in total. 
Candidates are recommended to spend one hour on section A which tests 
reading with questions on an unseen 19th-century fiction extract of 
approximately 650 words. In November 2018, this was an extract from The 
Time Machine by H.G.Wells. There are four questions on the text which are 
stepped in difficulty with the following mark breakdown: Q1 = 1 mark, Q2 = 2 
marks, Q3 = 6 marks and Q4 = 15 marks. Questions 1 and 2 test AO1: Identify 
and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. Question 3 tests AO2: 
Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to 
achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to 
support their views and Question 4 tests AO4: evaluate texts critically and 
support this with appropriate textual references. 
 
Section B tests writing and candidates are recommended to spend 45 minutes 
on this section which is worth a total of 40 marks, giving the paper a total of 64 
marks. In this section, there is a choice of two writing tasks, linked by a theme 
to the reading extract. One of the writing tasks provides two images that 
students can use to help them generate ideas for their writing. Students can 
write a response that draws on just one or neither of the images. 
 
This is an untiered specification and the choice of texts and questions set are 
such that all candidates are able to access the paper and to show their abilities 
in reading and writing. In November of 2018 candidates found the paper to be 
engaging and interesting and they responded well to it. 
 
This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work, together with tips 
and comments, for Questions 1-6 This was the fourth examination of the 
specification in GCSE English Language 9-1 and the second ‘resit’ opportunity for 
candidates. It was therefore a much smaller entry than in summer 2018.  
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Question 1 
 
Question one is a single mark question which tests candidates’ ability to identify 
and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. This low-tariff question 
is intended to lead candidates into the examination and was successfully done by 
the majority of candidates in the November 2018 paper. The correct answer was 
‘brown’ and this can be seen in the examples below. Some gave a single word 
answer whilst others gave a phrase; all of these answers were awarded the 
single mark that was available. Where candidates were unsuccessful they chose 
a section of text from outside the given line references or they chose a section of 
text which did not answer the question. The two most frequent incorrect answers 
were, ‘The grey downpour’ and ‘the intense blue of the summer sky.’ 
 
Example 1 
 

 
 
Examiner Comments: 
 
This response successfully identifies the key word from the passage and is 
awarded one mark. 
 
Example 2 
 

 
 
Examiner Comments: 
 
This candidate includes the correct answer as part of a longer phrase and is 
awarded one mark.  
 
Example 3 
 

 
 
Examiner Comments: 
 
This response does not achieve a mark as it makes an incorrect selection from 
the text.  
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Example 4 
 

 
 
Examiner Comments: 
 
This response may seem to be minimalist in its approach, however it selects the 
correct word from the lines selected and is awarded one mark. 
 
Examiner Tip: 
 
Candidates should ensure that they are clear on the focus of the question and 
that they make a selection from the text within the given lines for the question, 
including only the word or phrase from the passage. The question does not ask 
for explanation, only selection and so candidates should not include any words of 
their own in their response.  
 
Question 2 
 
Question two is worth two marks and, like question one, tests candidates’ ability 
to identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. This question 
develops from question one by asking candidates to focus upon a longer section 
of text and by allowing candidates to express answers in their own words as well 
as using quotations from the text. The question asked candidates to ‘give two 
ways in which the writer shows that the narrator is worried.’ The layout, with its 
use of separate lines numbered 1 and 2 is intended to structure the answer for 
candidates and to ensure that they include two ways, in order to gain the two 
marks that are available. This question was answered successfully by the 
majority of candidates, with most candidates achieving at least one mark and 
many achieving full marks. Where candidates were unsuccessful they often failed 
to provide two parts to their answer or sometimes referred to text from outside 
the line references given. Some candidates selected ‘I felt as perhaps a bird may 
feel in the clear air’, failing to recognise that this particular section of text does 
not contain reference to worry of any sort; it is the phrase that follows this is 
where the writer addresses the worries of the narrator. 
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Example 1 
 

 
 
Examiner Comments: 
 
This response achieves two marks as it selects two quotations from the passage 
which are in the mark scheme. 
 
Example 2 
 

 
Examiner Comments: 
 
This response shows a candidate who has used his or her own words in response 
to the first part of the question and has selected a direct quotation for the 
second part. Both of these are accurate and acceptable and this answer is 
awarded two marks.  
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Example 3 
 

 
Examiner Comments: 
 
This response was given one mark for the first part of the answer. The second 
part is a comment upon technique which does not identify a second part of the 
text and so does not achieve a mark. 
 
Examiner Tip: 
 
Candidates should make use of the layout to ensure that their answer includes 
two distinct parts.  
 
Question 3 
 
Question three is worth six marks and tests candidates’ ability to explain, 
comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve 
effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their 
views. The most notable feature of this question is that it asks candidates to 
comment upon both language and structure. The mark scheme is split into three 
levels of two marks each with the instruction that, ‘responses that are 
unbalanced cannot access Level 2 or above.’ In order to access the marks in 
levels two and three, it is not necessary for the language and structure 
comments to be equally weighted, only that the answer must contain reference 
to both. This is an important feature and one that centres should make 
candidates fully aware of. In response to feedback from centres there is now 
additional space to answer this question and it is quite possible to attain all six 
marks in the space provided. Some candidates are including introductions and 
conclusions to this answer, which are not necessary and this could have an 
impact upon the time available to address the later questions on the paper.  
 
Weaker responses wrote about only language or structure or only offered 
comments upon features and did not clearly explain the effects that the writer 
had sought to achieve. At this level response were not able to examine the 
chosen features in any detail or to be more discriminating in its selection of 
textual references. Weaker answers sometimes misread the question and gave 
their own thoughts and feelings about the future world depicted in the extract 
rather than writing about the narrator. Stronger answers were those that offered 
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an analysis of both features, were aptly supported and which were focused upon 
how these features were used to show the narrator’s thoughts and feelings.  
 
Example 1 
 

 



9 
 

 

 
 
Examiner Comments: 
 
Both language and structure have been considered in this response and the 
supporting references have been selected with discrimination. The response 
considers the way in which the narrator moves from being ‘scared and clueless’ 
to ‘regain[ing] confidence’. This structural point is linked to the first bullet point 
under structure in the indicative content of the mark scheme. The response 
further considers the juxtaposition of ‘graceful’ and ‘creature’ and assesses what 
this shows about the narrator’s thoughts and feelings. A sound structural point is 
made about the way in which sentence structure is used to show the narrator’s 
reaction to events. If this final point had been further developed the answer may 
have achieved full marks. Nevertheless, it is a strong Level 3 answer and is 
awarded five marks.   
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Example 2 
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Examiner Comments: 
 
This answer includes both language and structure points, although the structural 
point is less well developed than the language points. An extended point is made 
about the gradual appearance of the local ‘creatures’ ; verbs and plurals are 
considered.  The candidate’s expression is relatively weak in places but the point 
is clearly made and substantiated through relevant text selection. Although 
sentence length is mentioned, the structural point instead develops an idea 
about the impact of the pauses, which are created by the punctuation, and the 
candidate considers how this reflects the narrator’s feelings of worry at this 
point. This is a Level 2 response and is awarded four marks. 
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Example 3 
 

 
 
Examiner Comments: 
This answer includes reference to both language and structure and so is not 
limited to level 1. The opening comment about a ‘wide range of adjectives’ is 
supported and there is comment upon the narrator’s thoughts and feelings: 
‘curious’, ‘attentive’. The second point about being ‘nervous’ is supported by a 
quotation but it is difficult to see the connection between the two. The final point 
is one of structure and addresses the first bullet point in the mark scheme, 
about him regaining his confidence. There is enough here to merit a Level 2 
mark, however the lack of development in the explanations is what holds it back 
from progressing further. This is a Level 2 response and is awarded three marks. 
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Example 4 
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Examiner Comments: 
This answer identifies a particular phrase and then uses it as the basis for the 
analysis of language, though its focused use of adjectives, and then through the 
structured use of repetition. There is a good range of thoughts and feelings, 
including empathy, uncertainty, the recognition of beauty and finally confusion. 
The selection of references is highly discriminating throughout the response and 
they are always used to clarify the answer.  The recognition of thoughts of 
comfort and homeliness is a subtle one, as is the juxtaposition of ideas of 
fascination and confusion being simultaneously created through the use of 
repetition. This answer fully meets the criteria for a top Level 3 answer and is 
awarded six marks. 
 
Examiner Tip: 
 
Make sure that you focus upon the question, in this case, thoughts and feelings 
and try to identify as wide a range of these as possible. That will support you in 
then identifying the use of language and structure in your answer. 
 
Question 4 
 
Question four is the highest mark tariff question in Section A and candidates 
would be wise to ensure that they allocate sufficient time to this question. 
Currently not all candidates are using the mark tariff wisely to support them in 
the amount of time they should spend and the level of detail they should include 
in their answer. This question tests A04 which is the candidates’ ability to 
evaluate texts critically and support their evaluations with appropriate textual 
references. The focus of evaluation is upon how well something has been 
achieved, not merely upon how it has been achieved, that is an A02 focus. It is 
an assessment of the relative success of the writer rather than simply an 
explanation of the techniques that have been used. It is true narrator’s that in 
order to offer a meaningful evaluation one must be able to show a well-informed 
understanding of the text and be able to support this with close reference to the 
text. The focus of this question was upon the narrator’s experience of a future 
world, and how successfully this had been achieved. Once again, candidates 
must focus upon the question asked if they are to be successful. As with 
question, the answer is focused upon evaluation the writer’s technique, it is not 
asking candidates to give their own opinions about which aspects of this future 
world they like or dislike. This represents a misreading of the question and is 
likely to distract candidates from focusing directly upon the evaluation of the 
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success of the writer. Better answers offered wide-ranging evaluations that were 
closely focused upon the Assessment Objective and which used apt text selection 
to support the points being made. Weaker answers were often brief and showed 
only a partial understanding of the text, which limited their ability to evaluate 
how successfully the writer had achieved those effects.  
 
Example 1 
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Examiner Comments: 
 
This response outlines some less common interpretations of the extract and the 
candidate works hard to substantiate and support these in a convincing manner. 
An analytical approach is adopted throughout and a sense of well-informed 
critical judgement is offered about the extract. The response begins with a 
consideration of the use of pathetic fallacy to show how ‘dreary and alien this 
world is.’ The connotations of different colours are convincingly illustrated with 
well-selected references. This is followed by an explanation of how some readers 
would find humour in the description of the approaching ‘heads and shoulders’ 
and another explanation regarding the ‘theme of war.’ Both of these views are 
fully developed and substantiated using embedded quotations. Some evaluations 
are made along the way although these needed to be further developed to move 
this answer out of Level 4. This response is awarded twelve marks.  
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Example 2 
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Examiner Comments: 
 
This lower Level 4 response makes a strong start with a quotation and comment 
and the briefly evaluative phrase recognising ‘clever use’. There is some analysis 
of the events and ideas in the passage, though not as successfully as the 
previous response. The candidate is beginning to analyse by suggesting that the 
reader would not want to experience what the narrator has. The focus upon the 
theme of experience is shown early in the response. The candidate has selected 
references throughout. There is use of evaluative language in the response, 
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‘successfully’, ‘powerfully’. There is an interesting interpretative comment 
towards the end of the answer suggesting that the narrator may not have been 
the first visitor to this future world. There is a sufficient level of analysis and text 
selection here to meet the criteria for level 3, however the re would need to be a 
more sustained overview and a greater development of evaluation to move into 
Level 5. This is awarded ten marks. 
 
Example 3 
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Examiner Comments: 
 
This response achieves a low Level 3 mark. There are some appropriate 
references to the text and candidate explains some ideas, but these are not 
always developed, such as the comment about being human, but not wearing 
clothes. There are some comments that lack clarity, such as that in the opening 
paragraph about it being ‘near impossible to communicate with these people.’ 
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The reference to the hawk shows real understanding and a clear ability to 
explain well. This is an uneven answer that improves as it goes on and it is this 
final point that successfully moves this into Level 3. This response is given a 
mark of seven.  
 
Examiner Tip: 
 
Make sure that you spend sufficient time on question 4 to enable you to access 
the full range of marks. Make sure that your answer includes evaluative words 
and phrases.  
 
Question 5 
 
The specification entitles this section, ‘Imaginative Writing’, and it is worth 
reminding candidates about the range of what that entails. There is no set text 
type for this section; candidates are expected to produce clear and coherent text 
and to write for impact. Each question tells candidates that their work will be 
marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. The question is marked against two assessment objectives and 
does not include a separate mark for SPAG. The two assessment objectives are 
AO5 which assess how well candidates can communicate clearly, effectively and 
imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, 
purposes and audiences; and in addition how well they organise information and 
ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and 
cohesion. That Assessment Objective is worth 24 of the 40 marks available. 
Assessment Objective 6 accounts for the remaining 16 marks and assesses how 
well candidates use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 
 
Candidates must choose one of the two questions available to them and are 
recommended to spend 45 minutes on this section. One of the questions will 
always make reference to a pair of printed images and in this instance, this was 
question 5 where candidates were asked to write about a time when ‘you, or 
someone you know, made something.’ There is a deliberate and thematic link to 
the text that has been read for Section A and this is intended to encourage and 
support candidates in their writing. Candidates are free to make use of the 
images, or not, as they choose. In November 2018 question 5 was the more 
popular of the two writing questions with many candidates directly responding to 
the image of the girl on the go-cart by writing about their own experiences of 
building such a go-cart. The more successful candidates focused more upon the 
relations and the emotions involved in the building, whilst less successful 
answers felt the need to give an itemized approach to building such a go-cart, 
often failing to fully interest the reader. Most candidates were able to complete a 
piece of writing in the available time. For those who had not left sufficient time 
for the writing they should be aware that the mark scheme makes specific 
reference to structural and grammatical features to support coherence and 
cohesion, therefore significantly incomplete texts will not be able to access the 
full range of marks that is available for this question. As in the summer, there 
was a wonderful range of writing with many candidates creating a genuine 
connection with the reader, crafting responses that had emotional depth, 
accessible characters as well as a defined narrative structure. The question 
invites candidates to write about an experience that is real or imagined. 
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Whichever is chosen, it is important that candidates remember the purpose of 
the writing task is to write clear and coherent texts and they should avoid the 
tendency to prioritise remaining true to a factual recount of a real incident over 
the opportunity to be creative in their imaginative use of language. Weaker 
answers were often incomplete, lacking in accuracy or assumed an 
understanding of character or setting that was not shared with the reader, 
making it difficult to fully engage with what was written. 
 
Example 1 
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Examiner Comments: 
 
This response is an excellent example of how to achieve full marks for each 
assessment objective, The response opens with a powerful introduction that 
grips the reader immediately, making good vocabulary choices to emphasise the 
strength of the applause. This powerful introduction grips the reader 
immediately. The weary and somewhat cynical tone of the writer is 
communicated at once through the repetition of ‘Of course, of course.’ The 
candidate shapes the audience’s response with subtlety giving a strong sense of 
his thoughts about his classmate and the teacher. 
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The candidate’s vocabulary choices are extensive and the precision with which 
the candidate has selected certain words and phrases shows sophistication and 
control of expression, such as ‘heaved its heavy mass’. The way the writer 
creates variation in the teacher’s tone effectively shows how different students 
are regarded, reinforcing the writer’s view of himself as neither talented nor 
good-looking. The repeated motif of the knot is a subtle touch. The creation of 
realistic dialogue throughout adds to our understanding of character and 
situation; it also gives a sense of immediacy and through the use of temporal 
markers it helps to create narrative progression.  
Paragraphing is well structured over the whose response and the response builds 
to a powerful climax with style. The candidate has used a wide range of sentence 
structures to good effect; he is fully aware of the impact of short sentences and 
short paragraphs as the piece draws to a conclusion. The figurative devices used 
throughout this answer are well managed and the almost cyclical nature of the 
narrative shows a sophisticated narrative control. The candidate brings the piece 
back to the opening applause, so creating a strong sense of textual cohesion. 
This answer meets all of the criteria for top marks in both A05 and A06 and was 
awarded forty marks.  
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Example 2 
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Examiner Comments: 
This response has an emotional depth which engages the reader from the opening 
paragraph. The viewpoint of the first-person narrator is enhanced through the 
candidate’s use of repetition: ‘tighter and tighter’, how simple … how safe’ and 
also through the use of the continuous present tense which creates a sense of pace 
and immediacy. The candidate uses an extensive vocabulary , such as ‘other-
worldly beast’ wilfully’ and ‘crude drawing’ and spelling is accurate throughout 
with only rare errors.  
 
Although the response is comparatively brief, it benefits from a particularly strong 
sense of textual cohesion. The child’s drawing, which we are introduced to in the 
opening paragraph, is referred to again in the middle of the narrative and is finally 
used to symbolise the child’s strong relationship with the father. This also reveals 
the child’s naïve and innocent expectations of a successful outcome. There is 
subtle humour in her expectation of a gift when he returns. The candidate 
juxtaposes this whimsical viewpoint with that of the narrator himself for a 
powerful emotive effect: ‘But what if I don’t live?’ 
Paragraphing is used both to organise the material and to shift the reader from the 
present moment and into the flashback memory. The response makes strong use of 
sentence structure, crafted for effect although there are a few slips in 
punctuation. 
 
By the end of the story the writer has created a sense of resolution and the 
renewed confidence of the narrator. In response to the focus of the question, 
several things can be said to have been made: a promise, a decision to go on a 
journey and a crucial drawing. There is a strong sense of closure and the creation 
of textual cohesion, ‘I promise I will be back’ which confirms that there has been a 
resolution of the narrator’s doubts. This achieves a mark of 35 with A05 at 22 and 
A06 at 13, both in Level 5.  
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Example 3 
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Examiner Comments: 
 
This is an answer that achieves a Level 4 mark for A05 and a Level 3 answer for 
A06. This response communicates clearly and organises its material for effect. 
There is a varied register including the creation of humour with structural features 
being used deliberately and effectively, such as the range of connectives and the 
list of three. The response successfully builds reader expectation towards a climax. 
There is a simple development of character, seen through a child’s-eye view. The 
narrative is managed with a clear opening, setting the scene through the use of 
well-crafted sentences. The response successfully details the passing of time, 
moving the reader towards its conclusion. Even though the answer is not quite 
finished this does not significantly detract from its sense of completion and 
structure. 
 
Vocabulary is varied and appropriate, such as in the opening paragraph and in 
sentences such as, ‘Finally it was complete and beautiful’ and “eventually he took 
off and started increasing speed rapidly’. Spelling is not fully secure, including the 
spelling of common homophones. Punctuation is mainly accurate, whereas 
sentence structure is frequently adapted for effect. This therefore is an answer 
that contains Level 3 and level 4 features and achieves a ‘best-fit’ mark of 23, 
with A05-15 and A06 – 8. 
 
Examiner Tip: 
 
Candidates should consider the key indicator words in the mark scheme, such as 
‘for particular effect’ and ‘sustained use’. They should use the mark scheme 
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criteria to help you focus upon what is required to move into the next mark 
Level.  
 
Question 6 
 
As candidates have a choice of writing response, much of what was written to 
introduce question 5 applies here. The assessment objectives are identical to 
question five and the need to produce writing that has impact and which is 
accurate, clear and coherent for the reader is equally paramount. Question six 
also had a thematic link to the passage with its focus upon the future. Some 
candidates made good use of the source material without plagiarising it 
producing narrative adventures of encountering people in the future, some 
clearly drawing upon computer game scenarios to support their narratives. Two 
elements that featured in many narratives were flying cars and artificial 
intelligence, the latter often having a malign or sinister influence upon the future 
world. Others chose to adopt a more formal, essay-style response, reflecting 
upon what they thought would happen in the future, often using present 
concerns as their stimulus, such as global warming. As in the summer, there was 
a wide range of responses that were lively and interesting to read. 
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Example 1 
 

 



35 
 

 
Examiner Comments: 
 

This is a secure Level 3 response which is competent and accurate. There is a 
deliberate attempt to engage the reader in the set-up of the story in the opening 
paragraphs. The narrative moves along in an organised fashion and the 
candidate connects ideas, though these are not sufficiently developed to reach 
Level 4. There is evidence of selecting material and of using stylistic devices to 
suit the audience and purpose, such as the use of repetition in the final 
paragraph. There is some simple character development and a sense of 
narrative drive established in the story though the use of dialogue. Paragraphing 
is used appropriately to enhance meaning. 

Spelling is accurate and the direct speech is well punctuated. There is a range of 
punctuation and sentence structures such as in the opening of paragraph 2. 
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Vocabulary is varied. This meets all of the points in Level 3 but few of the those 
in Level 4 and so it achieves a high level 3 mark of A05 13; A06 9. 

Example 2 
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Examiner Comments: 
 
This is a sound personal reflection upon what it would be like to live in the 
future. The candidate has employed an appropriate essay style and adopts an 
appropriate tone, with some use of humour in ‘grumpy teenager’. This would 
seem to be the voice of a teenager focusing upon a teenage perspective as seen 
in ‘nagging from mum’ and ‘wearing whatever clothes I can think of.’ As the 
response develops the candidate addresses wider issues such as illness and 
world peace. There is an attempt to build tension and as the response 
progresses it begins to create a more emotional dimension in its response.  
The A06 mark is enhances by the use of varied vocabulary, such as ‘absolute 
pleasure’ and ‘violent disease’, taking it to the top of Level 3 for A06. Spelling 
and punctuation are mostly accurate and paragraphing is used to make meaning 
clear.  
The use of a clear structure and some rhetorical devices is effective, but is 
sometimes hindered by a lack of cohesion. For example, the candidate refers to 
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having a job as a pilot, yet later refers to no-one having to work for anyone else. 
This answer achieves a mark in the middle of Level 3 for the above reasons and 
is not able to demonstrate the criteria seen at Level 4. Final mark is 21 with A05 
– 12 and A06 – 9 
 
Examiner Tip: 
 
Candidates should ensure that they establish a strong link with your reader. At 
all times keep your reader in your minds-eye, making sure that you explain 
things clearly to them so that they understand what you are trying to 
communicate.  
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Paper Summary 
 
Based on their performance on the paper, candidates are offered the following 
advice: 
 
     • Read the passage in section A very carefully, identifying the different ways 
 in which the writer has tried to engage you as the reader. You cannot 
write a bout a text until you understand what it is saying.  

• Pay particular attention to the opening and closing of the text as these are 
important points for any writer and they will help you to see how the writer 
has shaped their text to initially gain the interest of the reader and then to 
leave them at a particular point. 
• On question 3, try to include points on both language and structure within 
the space you have been given and with a time allocation that is appropriate 
to the six marks the question offers. There is no need for an introduction or 
conclusion on this question. 
• Try to identify the different techniques that have been used by the writer 
and how successful you feel the writer has been. 
• When you are writing, always think about your reader, what you want them 
to understand and how you want them to react at different parts of your 
writing; then choose the best words, phrases or techniques available to you 
to achieve those effects. 
• Think carefully about how you will begin to write so that it is imaginative 
and engaging for your reader from the very start. 
Use your own reading as stimulus, including the adoption of certain writers’ 
techniques.  
• As you begin to write, know where you will end. This will help you to write 
in a manner that is cohesive and coherent for your reader. 
• Take care throughout with accuracy of all sorts: spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
• Keep a close eye on the time during the examination and use the number 
of marks available for each question as an indication of how long you should 
spend answering each question. 
 
 
 

Grade Boundaries 
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 
this link: http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
 


