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Mark Scheme 
 
This booklet contains the mark schemes for the English Language Unit 2 Higher Tier 
Question Papers. 
 
Examiners should allow the candidate to determine her or his own approach, and 
assess what the candidate has offered, rather than judging it against 
predetermined ideas of what an answer should contain.  
 
Examiners must assure themselves that, before they disregard passages they 
consider to be completely irrelevant, they have made every effort to appreciate 
the candidate’s approach to the question.  
 
A crossed out response should be marked if there is no other response on the 
paper. 
 
Assessment Objectives 
The following Assessment Objectives will be assessed in this unit and are 
referenced in the mark grids: 
 
AO3: Studying written language 

i Read and understand texts, selecting material appropriate to 
purpose, collating from different sources and making comparisons 
and cross-references as appropriate. 

ii Develop and sustain interpretations of writers’ ideas and 
perspectives. 

iii Explain and evaluate how writers use linguistic, grammatical, 
structural and presentational features to achieve effects and engage 
and influence the reader. 

AO4: Writing 
i Write to communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, using 

and adapting forms and selecting vocabulary appropriate to task and 
purpose in ways that engage the reader. 

ii Organise information and ideas into structured and sequenced 
sentences, paragraphs and whole texts, using a variety of linguistic 
and structural features to support cohesion and overall coherence. 

iii Use a range of sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 
with accurate punctuation and spelling. 

 



 

SECTION A: READING  
 

 
 
 

Non-fiction text: Touching the Void  
 
 

Question 
Number  

1(a) 

 

Explore how the language in the extract influences your view of Joe’s 
character. 
 
You must include examples of language features in your answer. 

 

(16 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 

Reward responses that link the language of the extract with the influence on the 
candidate’s views. 
 
Responses may include: 

• although weary, Joe pulls himself out of the gully 
• he is keen to overtake Simon to reach the ridge 
• he shows strength of character  by ‘heaving’ himself over onto the col 
• he is able to ’feast’ his eyes on a ‘new view’ 
• he feels a sense of luxury as he sits there in the sunlight 
• he laughs happily with Simon as they relieve themselves of their burdens 
• he feels tiredness in his legs, but continues with his ‘feverish snapping’ 
• he has a sense of anticlimax from having achieved his aim 
• despite the difficulties, he is able to enjoy the experience and surroundings 
• he reflects on his self-indulgence in his reactions to this experience: ‘self-

indulgent reverie’ 
• he is sufficiently self-aware to note that this is the ‘quiet before the storm’ 
• the whole experience has put him through a range of emotions, showing how 

easily his feelings can change. 
 
Reward other responses, provided that they are rooted in the extract.  
 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-3 

• Generally sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create 
effect. 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Mostly clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 



 

2 4-6 

• Sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

3 7-9 

• Thorough exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained, relevant textual reference to support response. 

4 10-13 

• Assured exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent, relevant textual reference to support response. 

5 14-16 

• Perceptive exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
•  Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Convincing, relevant textual reference to support response. 

 
 
 

Question 
Number  

1(b) 

 

In this extract, Joe completes a climb. 
 
Explore how Joe shows his strength of character in one other part of Touching 
the Void. 

 
You must use examples of the language the writer uses to support your ideas.  
            

 
 

(24 marks) 
 
 

 Indicative content 

 

Responses may include: 
• reference to any short relevant section 
• reference to sequence of events or individuals when commenting on the 

writer’s ideas and perspectives 
• reference to descriptive and/or informative language relevant to the question  

 
NB A specimen example is given below from Joe’s accident in Chapter 7 (pages 108-



 

109), but candidates are free to choose ANY relevant short section.        
                                                                                                                                    
• Joe’s use of descriptive language to show that he never gives up, e.g.: ‘After 

several abortive attempts suddenly I found that I had tied a knot of sorts.’ 
 

• The detailed language about the physical pain Joe experiences, e.g.: ‘I laughed 
through the burning, and kept laughing hard’ 

 
• The descriptive language about the situation: ‘As the burning increased so the    
    sense of living became fact.’ 

 
Reward any other examples of use of language that are linked with the writer's 
ideas and perspectives 
 

  
 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-5 

• Generally sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or 
settings in the text 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Mostly clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

2 6-9 

• Sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in 
the text.  

• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 
of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

3 10-14 

• Development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in the text 
is thorough.  

• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained, relevant text selected to support response. 

4 15-19 

• Assured development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings 
in the text.  

• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant text selected to support response. 

5 20-24 • Interpretation of ideas, themes or settings in the novel is developed and 
sustained.  



 

• Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Convincing, relevant text selected to support response. 
 
 

Anita and Me 
 

Question 
Number  

2(a) 

 

(a) Explore how the language in the extract influences your view of the 
importance to Meena of the arrival of her grandmother, Nanima. 
 

                You must include examples of language features in your answer. 
(16 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 

Reward responses that link the language of the extract with the influence on the 
candidate’s views. 
 
Responses may include: 
 
• Meena comments that Nanima’s arrival ‘did not go unnoticed’ in the village 
• she refers to her as a ‘precious cargo’ 
• she describes the ‘noisy welcoming committee’ that comes to greet her 
• everybody interprets it as an important event – traffic slowing, people ‘squint’, 

thinking there are ‘hidden television cameras in the privet hedges’  
• Nanima is described as having ‘gnarled brown fingers’ 
• the closeness of her relationship with Meena’s mother is shown by the warm 

embrace 
• she is seen as a kind of holy figure because everyone receives a ‘blessing’ 
• Meena is furious that Pinky and Baby receive a blessing before she does, when 

Nanima is not even their grandmother 
• she is amused - ‘smirked’ -  that Nanima clearly did not know who was related to 

her 
• she suddenly sees the close resemblance between her mother and grandmother 
• she wanted to cry to prove  she was a dutiful granddaughter, but the tears flowed 

naturally, without her having to act. 
 
 
Reward other responses, provided that they are rooted in the extract.  
 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-3 • Generally sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create 
effect. 



 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Mostly clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

2 4-6 

• Sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

3 7-9 

• Thorough exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained, relevant textual reference to support response. 

4 10-13 

• Assured exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent, relevant textual reference to support response. 

5 14-16 

• Perceptive exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
•  Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Convincing, relevant textual reference to support response. 

 
 

Question 
Number  

2(b) 

 

                The extract introduces you to an important member of Meena’s family. 
 

Explore how Meena is influenced by her family in one other part of the 
novel.  

 
      You must use examples of the language the writer uses to support your    
     ideas.  

 
 

     
 

(24 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 
Responses may include: 
• reference to any short relevant section 



 

• reference to plot or sequence or character information only when commenting 
on the writer’s ideas and perspectives 

• reference to the writer’s use of language (e.g. descriptive or informative 
language; use of dialogue) relevant to the question 

 
NB A specimen example is given below from the dinner party in Chapter 5 (pages 106-
108), but candidates are free to choose ANY relevant short section.           
                                                                                                                                    

    
• The writer’s use of descriptive language, e.g.in referring to her father: ‘His suit 

looked crumpled at the knees and elbows and his tie hung loosely around his neck’ 
 

• The writer’s use of language to show Meena and her mother, e.g. when her mother 
asks: ‘Meena! What have you done to your face?’  

 
• The writer’s use of language about the influence of members of her family, e.g. 

her mother: ‘Even though I was sure my mother would not mind, I hid it under my 
vest.’   

 
 
Reward any other examples of use of language that are linked with the writer’s ideas 
and perspectives. 
 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-5 

• Generally sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or 
settings in the text 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Mostly clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

2 6-9 

• Sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in 
the text.  

• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 
of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

3 10-14 

• Development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in the text 
is thorough.  

• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained, relevant text selected to support response. 

4 15-19 
• Assured development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings 

in the text.  
• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 



 

ideas, themes or settings. 
• Pertinent, relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent, relevant text selected to support response. 

5 20-24 

• Interpretation of ideas, themes or settings in the novel is developed and 
sustained.  

• Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Convincing, relevant text selected to support response. 
  



 

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress 
 

 

Question 
Number  

3(a) 

 

(a)      Explore how the language in the extract influences your view of  
     the experiences of the Narrator and Luo in the coal mine. 

 
                You must include examples of language features in your answer. 
 

(16 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 

Reward responses that link the language of the extract with the influence on the 
candidate’s views. 
 
Responses may include: 
• the two-month spell in the coal mines is seen as a harsh thing to have to 

experience (there was no ‘dispensation’ for them) 
• this experience is something they find they must undergo as part of the process of 

‘re-education’  
• it is described as an ‘infernal ordeal’, suggesting hellish conditions 
• the Narrator can see with hindsight what a terrible effect the experience has had 

on them (‘physically and especially mentally’) 
• remembering it still ‘sends shivers’ down his spine 
• it was very dangerous – ‘lacked any protection’- partly from the fear of falling rock 
• they learned that many people previously had had ‘fatal accidents’ 
• the journey with the baskets of coal is described as a ‘game of Russian roulette’ – 

i.e. potentially lethal 
• the fact that Luo thinks he will never get out alive starts to affect the Narrator 

too: he is terrified at the prospect of dying in the mines 
• the fear hits him every morning 
• everything makes him fearful: he has a ‘foreboding of death’. 
• the fear affects his breathing and he thinks he is about to die (‘brink of death’). 

 
      
Reward other responses, provided that they are rooted in the extract.  
 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-3 

• Generally sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create 
effect. 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Mostly clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 



 

2 4-6 

• Sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

3 7-9 

• Thorough exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained, relevant textual reference to support response. 

4 10-13 

• Assured exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent, relevant textual reference to support response. 

5 14-16 

• Perceptive exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
•  Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Convincing, relevant textual reference to support response. 

 
 

Question 
Number  

3(b) 

 

               In this extract, the Narrator shows strong feelings about his experiences in 
               the coal mine. 
 
     Explore his experiences in one other part  of the novel. 
 

    You must use examples of the language the writer uses to support your    
     ideas.  
 
     

                        
(24 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 

  
Responses may include: 
• reference to any short relevant section 
• reference to plot or sequence or character information only when commenting 

on the writer’s ideas and perspectives 
• reference to the writer’s use of language (e.g. descriptive or informative 

language; use of dialogue) relevant to the question 
 

  NB A specimen example is given below from the time when the tailor, the 



 

Seamstress’s father, arrives at the village and stays with them (pages 112 - 114), but 
candidates are free to choose ANY relevant short section.   
                                                                                                                                    
• The writer’s use of language about the tailor’s decision to stay with Luo and him, 

e.g.: ‘We wondered what the hidden reason for this choice could be.’ 
 

• The writer’s use of descriptive language about the arrival of the tailor’s 
customers: ‘It was an on-going festival of almost anarchic proportions.’ 

 
• The writer’s use of language to describe the effects of the women’s desire for new 

clothes: ‘Luo and I were amazed to see how agitated they were, how impatient, 
how physical their desire for new clothes was.’ 

 
 
Reward any other examples of use of language that are linked with the writer’s ideas 
and perspectives. 

 
 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-5 

• Generally sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or 
settings in the text 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Mostly clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

2 6-9 

• Sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in 
the text.  

• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 
of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

3 10-14 

• Development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in the text 
is thorough.  

• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained, relevant text selected to support response. 

4 15-19 

• Assured development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings 
in the text.  

• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant text selected to support response. 



 

5 20-24 

• Interpretation of ideas, themes or settings in the novel is developed and 
sustained.  

• Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Convincing, relevant text selected to support response. 
  



 

Heroes 
 
 

Question 
Number  

4(a) 

 

         
(a)      Explore how the language in the extract influences your view of the   

     difficult relationship between Francis and Nicole. 
 
                   You must include examples of language features in your answer. 

 
                        

 
(16 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 

Reward responses that link the language of the extract with the influence on the 
candidate’s views. 
 
Responses may include: 
• the strained aspect of their difficult relationship – this is seen by what Nicole says 

and how Francis reacts to her accusations 
• from the start, it is clear how badly the rape has affected Francis, who cannot 

‘sleep at night’ 
• his sense of guilt is underlined by the heat: he feels he deserves to be suffering in 

the heat of hell 
• when he speaks to Nicole, his voice ‘breaks’; he can hardly bring himself to speak 

her name 
• the way she accuses him shows her anger (‘flashing in her eyes’) and harshness 

(‘her voice was harsh’) / he feels he cannot defend himself ‘how pitiful those 
words must sound to her’ 

• she says he did nothing to help her, he can only admit it: his head is ‘heavy, 
pounding with blood’ 

• he tries to ask how she is, but cannot find the words 
• she says how badly hurt she is and she is full of ‘contempt’. He feels there is no 

forgiveness for him and that she has ‘no pity in her voice’. She repeats ‘I hurt. I 
hurt all over’. 

• all he can do is wait, but she does not come back 
• he feels he needs to go to the church, so great is his sense of failure 
• ‘as if all my sins had been revealed and there was no forgiveness for them’ which 

is echoed in the final paragraph when he hides in the confessional 
• there is a hint of his possible suicide when he opens the door to the church 

steeple. 
 
Reward other responses, provided that they are rooted in the extract. 
 

Band Mark  



 

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-3 

• Generally sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create 
effect. 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Mostly clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

2 4-6 

• Sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

3 7-9 

• Thorough exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained, relevant textual reference to support response. 

4 10-13 

• Assured exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent, relevant textual reference to support response. 

5 14-16 

• Perceptive exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
•  Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Convincing, relevant textual reference to support response. 

 
 

 

Question 
Number  

4(b) 

 

 
(b)    In the extract, Francis reacts to Nicole’s accusations.  

 
         Explore Francis’s reactions in one other part of the novel.  

 
 

        You must use examples of the language the writer uses to support your  
        ideas.  

   
(24 marks) 



 

 Indicative content 

 

 
Responses may include: 
• reference to any short relevant section 
• reference to plot or sequence or character information only when 

commenting on the writer’s ideas and perspectives 
• reference to the writer’s use of language (e.g. descriptive or informative 

language; use of dialogue) relevant to the question 
                                                                                                                                  

NB A specimen example is given below from where he walks the streets of 
Frenchtown looking for Nicole in Chapter 3 (pages 16-18), but candidates are free 
to choose ANY relevant short section.     
 
                                                                                                                              

• The writer’s use of descriptive language about Francis’s experiences, e.g. when 
walking the streets of Frenchtown to look for Nicole: ‘I feel like a spy in disguise 
as I walk the streets of Frenchtown.’ 

 
 

• The writer’s use of language to show his thoughts and feelings about his 
appearance: ‘I try to avoid eye contact with people I know.’ 

  
• The writer’s use of language about how he reacts when he finds that she is not 

there: ‘Her words chase me down the steps and into the street. All gone, all 
gone.’ 

 
Reward any other examples of use of language that are linked with the writer’s ideas 
and perspectives. 
 
           

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-5 

• Generally sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or 
settings in the text 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Mostly clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

2 6-9 

• Sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in 
the text.  

• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 
of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

3 10-14 • Development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in the 
text is thorough. 



 

• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained, relevant text selected to support response. 

4 15-19 

• Assured development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings 
in the text.  

• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant text selected to support response. 

5 20-24 

• Interpretation of ideas, themes or settings in the novel is developed and 
sustained.  

• Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation 
of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Convincing, relevant text selected to support response. 
  



 

 
Of Mice and Men 
 
 

Question 
Number  

5(a) 

 

           
(a)  Explore how the language in the extract influences your view of the   
      reactions to the events described. 

 
 

You must include examples of language features in your answer.  
(16 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 

Reward responses that link the language of the extract with the influence on the 
candidate’s views. 
 
Responses may include: 

• Carlson is the one who ‘gently’, ‘apologetically’ says he will kill the old 
dog 

• he  puts a lead on the dog in order to take him outside 
• all the men watch, except for Candy 
• Carlson tries to apologise to Candy, who does not answer 
• Slim directs operations, telling Carlson what he has to do (‘you know 

what to do’ and ‘take a shovel’) – and he takes the dog outside 
• Candy can only lie ‘rigidly’ on his bed, staring 
• vocabulary building the atmosphere ‘gently footsteps died away’, 

‘silence came into the room’ 
• emphasis on small sounds (‘snapping noise of cards’, ‘gnawing sound 

from under the floor’) 
• Slim tries to make conversation, to cover the silence 
• George joins in, by talking about Lennie and the pup 
• Slim offers a pup to Candy as a consolation 
• Candy remains silent throughout 
• George suggests a game of cards, because the silent wait seems so long 
• Whit agrees to join in, but George cannot bring himself to deal the 

cards 
• the silence is broken by the sound of a rat – to the men’s relief 
• the suspense is too much for Whit, who does not understand what is 

taking so long and tells George to deal the cards 
• finally the dog is shot by Carlson: the men all turn towards Candy   
• Candy says nothing but eventually rolls over and faces the wall 
• the cumulative impact of the emphasis on silence (repetition of word 

‘silence’) emphasis on silence (‘silence came into the room’; ‘the 
silence fell into the room’) 

• failure of George and Slim to ease the tension  
• men’s sympathies and attention towards Candy – ‘every head turned 

toward him’. 



 

 
 
Reward other responses, provided that they are rooted in the extract.  
 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-3 

• Generally sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create 
effect. 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Mostly clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

2 4-6 

• Sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

3 7-9 

• Thorough exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained, relevant textual reference to support response. 

4 10-13 

• Assured exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent, relevant textual reference to support response. 

5 14-16 

• Perceptive exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
•  Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Convincing, relevant textual reference to support response. 

 
  



 

 

Question 
Number  

5(b) 

 

 
In the extract, the men react to the incident involving Candy’s dog. 

 
Explore an event and the reactions to it in one other part of the novel. 
 
You must use examples of the language the writer uses to support your  
ideas.  

  

 
 

(24 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 

 
Responses may include: 
• reference to any short relevant section 
• reference to plot or sequence or character information only when commenting 

on the writer’s ideas and perspectives 
• reference to the writer’s use of language (e.g. descriptive or informative 

language; use of dialogue) relevant to the question 
                         
NB A specimen example is given below from Section Six, the end of the novel (pages 
117 and 118), but candidates are free to choose ANY relevant short section.    
                                                             
                                                                                                                                    
• The writer’s use of descriptive language about George’s actions in shooting 

Lennie, e.g.: ‘George sat stiffly on the bank and looked at his right hand that had 
thrown the gun away.’ 

 
• The writer’s use of description about how Slim reacts to what George has done: 

‘Never you mind,’ said Slim. ‘A guy got to sometimes.’ 
 
• The writer’s use of language to show Curley’s and Carlson’s inability to understand 

Slim’s reactions: ‘Now what the hell ya suppose is eatin’ them two guys?’ 
 
Reward any other examples of use of language that are linked with the writer’s ideas 
and perspectives. 
 
 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-5 
• Generally sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or 

settings in the text 
• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 



 

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Mostly clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

2 6-9 

• Sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in 
the text.  

• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 
of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

3 10-14 

• Development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in the text 
is thorough.  

• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained, relevant text selected to support response. 

4 15-19 

• Assured development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings 
in the text.  

• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant text selected to support response. 

5 20-24 

• Interpretation of ideas, themes or settings in the novel is developed and 
sustained.  

• Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Convincing, relevant text selected to support response. 
  



 

Rani and Sukh 
 
 

Question 
Number  

6(a) 

 

           Explore how the language in the extract influences your view of the  
           description of the events leading to Sukh’s death. 

You must include examples of language features in your 
answer. 

 
(16 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 

Reward responses that link the language of the extract with the influence on the 
candidate’s views. 
 
Responses may include: 
• the scene starts with the car journey of Resham Bains and the priest 
• they are planning a meeting with Sukh’s father, Mohinder 
• they do not understand what has caused all the activity with police cars:’There 

must be something very serious...’ 
• they think that someone has perhaps met his fate – ‘fate has conspired’ 
• they arrive at Resham Bains’s home, behind a police van 
• Resham and Gianni realise that something terrible has happened: ‘Lord, what 

fate...’ 
• Resham sees his wife and daughter crying and sees the police talking to the 

Sandhus 
• there is a general commotion: ‘lights were flashing’ and ‘sirens wailed’ 
• Resham sees that Ravinder has been severely wounded,  and tries to speak to him 
• he is relieved that his youngest child is all right 
• he tries to speak to Mohinder, his old friend 
• Divy breaks free and attacks Sukh with a knife - ‘flash of steel’, ‘Divy pushed the 

blade in with all his strength’ 
• Resham sees his son lying, ‘blood pooling on the ground underneath his boy’ 
• sense of shock and horror 
• the blood seeping into the tarmac symbolises the difficulty of ending the blood-

feud. 
 
Reward other responses, provided that they are rooted in the extract.  
 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-3 

• Generally sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create 
effect. 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.



 

• Mostly clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

2 4-6 

• Sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

3 7-9 

• Thorough exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained, relevant textual reference to support response. 

4 10-13 

• Assured exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent, relevant textual reference to support response. 

5 14-16 

• Perceptive exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
•  Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Convincing, relevant textual reference to support response. 

 

Question 
Number  

6(b) 

 

           This extract shows the results of violent actions. 
 
 Explore the importance of violence in one other part of the  
           novel.    

 
 You must use examples of the language the writer uses to support your    
 ideas.  

  
(24 marks) 

 Indicative content  

 

 
Responses may include: 
• reference to any short relevant section 
• reference to plot or sequence or character information only when commenting 

on the writer’s ideas and perspectives 
• reference to the writer’s use of language (e.g. descriptive or informative 

language; use of dialogue) relevant to the question 
 

NB A specimen example is given below from the incident where Divy throws a bottle 
(pages 203-205), but candidates are free to choose ANY relevant short section.    



 

                                                                                                                                    
• The writer’s use of language to describe the throwing of the bottle at Sukh, e.g. 

Before Ranjit could reply a bottle hurtled through the air and caught him on the 
side of his head, knocking him to the ground.’ 

 
• The writer’s use of language to  show why the feud is so deep-seated, e.g. ‘You 

an’ me ain’t nothing but enemies, Bains – remember that,” added Divy as he was 
dragged away.’ 

 
• The writer’s use of language to show Sukh’s attempt to break through the fighting, 

e.g. ‘“We’re closer than you think,” he told Divy.’ 
 
Reward any other examples of use of language that are linked with the writer’s ideas 
and perspectives. 

 
 

  
 
 
 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-5 

• Generally sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or 
settings in the text 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Mostly clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

2 6-9 

• Sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in 
the text.  

• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 
of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

3 10-14 

• Development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in the text 
is thorough.  

• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained, relevant text selected to support response. 

4 15-19 

• Assured development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings 
in the text.  

• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 



 

• Pertinent, relevant text selected to support response. 

5 20-24 

• Interpretation of ideas, themes or settings in the novel is developed and 
sustained.  

• Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Convincing, relevant text selected to support response. 
 

 



 

Riding the Black Cockatoo 
 
 

Question 
Number  

7(a) 

 

                Explore how the language in the extract influences your view of  
     the reactions to John’s story about Mary. 

 
      You must include examples of language features in your answer. 
     

(16 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 

Reward responses that link the language of the lines with the influence on the 
candidate’s views. 
 
Responses may include: 
• Craig shows a tribal map of Australia to help John locate Mary’s origins and give 

him context 
• Craig is amused by his confusion about the tribal map 
• Craig pinpoints the likely spot associated with Mary: Wamba Wamba 
• this name immediately becomes part of his family’s story 
• Craig  introduces John to Rob, to whom he tells the story about Mary’s history 
• Rob  is amazed and horrified that the skull had been kept on a mantelpiece in a 

white family’s home 
• the dialogue adds to the sense of the reaction of the Aborigines 
• the two Aborigines share a joke about a situation they find appalling, to make 

John feel ‘a little better’ 
• this episode is vital in enabling John to appreciate how his family’s attitudes to 

the skull are not morally acceptable. 
 
 
Reward other responses, provided that they are rooted in the extract. 
 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-3 

• Generally sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create 
effect. 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Mostly clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

2 4-6 

• Sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings. 



 

• Clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

3 7-9 

• Thorough exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained, relevant textual reference to support response. 

4 10-13 

• Assured exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent, relevant textual reference to support response. 

5 14-16 

• Perceptive exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
•  Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Convincing, relevant textual reference to support response. 

 

Question 
Number  

7(b) 

 

     Mary is very important in the extract. 
  
                Explore how different attitudes towards Mary are shown in one  
                other part of the book.    
 

     You must use examples of the language the writer uses to support your  
     ideas.  
 

 
  

(24 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 

Responses may include: 
• reference to any short relevant section 
• reference to sequence of events or individuals when commenting on the 

writer’s ideas and perspectives 
• reference to the writer’s use of language (e.g. descriptive or informative 

language; use of dialogue) relevant to the question 
 

 NB A specimen example is given below from Chapter 1 (where John tells his class 
about the skull (pages 7-9)) but candidates are free to choose ANY relevant short 
section.                                                                                                                       
                         
                                                                                                                                   

  



 

• The writer’s use of language to show his father’s casual attitude to the skull, e.g.: 
‘Dad collected stuff. It just sat up on the wall unit with all his other bits and 
pieces.’ 

 
• The writer’s use of language showing his fellow students’ reactions: ‘“You mean 

this Aboriginal skull is displayed with guns, like a trophy?”’ 
 

• The writer’s use of language about John’s realisation that the other students 
regard his attitudes as unacceptable: ‘And there I sat, utterly deflated.’ 

      
 

Reward any other examples of use of language that are linked with the writer’s 
ideas and perspectives. 

 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-5 

• Generally sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or 
settings in the text 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Mostly clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

2 6-9 

• Sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in 
the text.  

• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 
of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

3 10-14 

• Development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in the text 
is thorough.  

• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained, relevant text selected to support response. 

4 15-19 

• Assured development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings 
in the text.  

• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant text selected to support response. 

5 20-24 

• Interpretation of ideas, themes or settings in the novel is developed and 
sustained.  

• Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 



 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 
• Convincing, relevant text selected to support response. 

 



 

To Kill a Mockingbird 
 

Question 
Number  

8(a) 

 

           Explore how the language in the extract influences your view of the  
          visit of Scout and Jem to the church. 

 
                 You must include examples of language features in your answer. 
 

(13 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 

Reward responses that link the language of the extract with the influence on the 
candidate’s views. 
 
Responses may include: 

• Scout builds up the atmosphere by a very detailed description of the 
church and the cemetery ‘ancient paint-peeled’, ‘brightly coloured 
glass and Coca-Cola bottles’: clearly she found it a novel and 
fascinating experience  

• she takes in all the sights and smells, with vivid language and highly 
specific odours which clearly make a strong impression on her – list of 
odours 

• she notes how the negro people of the church react to seeing the white 
children: gestures of respect and a parting of the crowd to let them 
through 

• there is a very graphic description of the tall Negro woman who 
challenges Calpurnia, who appears like a giant to Scout (‘she seemed 
seven foot high’) 

• the dialogue between the woman (Lula) and Calpurnia is very edgy and 
provokes the crowd (‘a murmur ran through the crowd’) 

• the tension mounts as Lula tries to stop her bringing the children  in 
• this hostility makes the children want to leave, and they are frightened 

that the crowd is coming towards them in what seems a menacing way 
(‘advanced upon’). 

• Jem shows his discomfort – ‘let’s go home, Cal, they don’t want us 
here – ’ 

• the reader is aware of Calpurnia’s strength in the last sentence 
• Scout notices that Calpurnia speaks differently to fit in with the church 

members 
• from this visit Scout understands that racial prejudice can also be 

directed against white people. 
 

 
Reward other responses, provided that they are rooted in the extract.  
 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  



 

1 1-3 

• Generally sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create 
effect. 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings. 

• Mostly clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

2 4-6 

• Sound exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Clear, relevant textual reference to support response. 

3 7-9 

• Thorough exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Sustained, relevant textual reference to support response. 

4 10-13 

• Assured exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect.  
• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 

ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Pertinent, relevant textual reference to support response. 

5 14-16 

• Perceptive exploration of how the writer uses techniques to create effect. 
•  Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation 

of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 

presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  
• Convincing, relevant textual reference to support response. 

 
 

Question 
Number  

8(b) 

 

            
          Scout and Jem visit different places in Maycomb County. 

     
     Explore how Scout and Jem react to a place they visit in one other part of     

                the novel.    
 

     You must use examples of the language the writer uses to support your  
     ideas. 

(24 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 
Responses may include: 
• reference to any short relevant section 
• reference to plot or sequence or character information only when commenting 



 

on the writer’s ideas and perspectives 
• reference to the writer’s use of language (e.g. descriptive or informative 

language; use of dialogue) relevant to the question      
 
NB A specimen example is given below from the Christmas at Finch’s Landing episode 
in Chapter IX (pages 86-88), but candidates are free to choose ANY relevant short 
section.  
                                                                                                                                    
• The writer’s use of descriptive language about Finch’s Landing, e.g.: ‘Farther 

down stream, beyond the bluff, were traces of an old cotton landing, where Finch 
negroes had loaded bales and produce, unloaded blocks of ice, flour and sugar, 
farm equipment, and feminine apparel.’ 

 
• The writer’s use of language about Scout’s feelings on not being allowed at the 

main table: ‘I often wondered what she thought I’d do, get up and throw 
something?’  

 
• The writer’s use of descriptive language to describe her boredom at having to 

speak to Francis: ‘Talking to Francis gave me the sensation of settling slowly to 
the bottom of the ocean. He was the most boring child I ever met.’ 

 
NB Candidates choosing this visit may include the anger of Scout at the word ‘nigger-
lover’ used by Francis. 
 
 Reward any other examples of use of language that are linked with the writer’s ideas 
and perspectives. 

Band Mark  

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-5 

• Generally sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or 
settings in the text 

• Generally sound understanding of how techniques contribute to 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Generally sound relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Mostly clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

2 6-9 

• Sound development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in 
the text.  

• Sound understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sound relevant connection made between techniques and presentation 
of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Clear, relevant text selected to support response. 

3 10-14 

• Development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings in the text 
is thorough.  

• Thorough understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Sustained, relevant text selected to support response. 



 

4 15-19 

• Assured development of interpretations of the ideas, themes or settings 
in the text.  

• Assured understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Pertinent, relevant text selected to support response. 

5 20-24 

• Interpretation of ideas, themes or settings in the novel is developed and 
sustained.  

• Perceptive understanding of how techniques contribute to presentation of 
ideas, themes or settings.  

• Discriminating relevant connection made between techniques and 
presentation of ideas, themes or settings.  

• Convincing, relevant text selected to support response. 
 
  



 

SECTION B: WRITING 
 

Questio
n 

Number 
Question 

9 

 

 
‘Young people spend too much money on clothes and are too often 

influenced by brands and designer labels.’  
 

 Write an article to be included in an online magazine, giving your 
views on this topic. 

(24 marks) 

 Indicative content 

 

The question asks for an article. All valid responses to the online magazine 
are acceptable and must be rewarded appropriately: 

• any valid kind of article for/against is acceptable 
• Points in favour may include: young people do not have 

much money, and so it is more important to spend it on 
necessities. We all need clothes, but we could wear the 
same clothes more often, and have them mended rather 
than throwing them away. Advertisers exploit the young and 
their desire to conform, by all wearing the same styles and 
labels. This forces people to spend more than they need, 
since the designer brands are not better quality, they are 
just fashionable. 

• Points against may include:  it is really important for 
young people to feel good about themselves, and they feel 
good when they look good. Clothes express the personality, 
and make young people feel self-confident if they have the 
right look. They fit in with their group of friends, rather than 
being laughed at for being out of fashion. The designer 
brands are worth the extra money because they really are 
better quality – they fit better and look better. 

 
Examiners should note the importance of form, audience and purpose. In 
this case, the form is an article for an online magazine, so the register 
should reflect that. The audience is a general audience, but this will probably 
be written from the viewpoint of a teenager and hence the article should 
seek to show some awareness of that perspective, and to offer persuasive 
argument to support the personal viewpoint that is requested.  

 

Band Mark AO4: 

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-3 
• Expresses ideas that are generally appropriate. 
• Generally sound grasp of the purpose and audience.  
• Generally sound evidence of control in the choice of vocabulary 



 

and sentence structures.  
• Organisation shows generally sound grasp of text structure, with 

opening and development, and broadly appropriate 
paragraphing. 

2 4-6 

• Expresses and develops ideas appropriately.  
• A clear sense of the purpose of the writing and audience.  
• Well-chosen vocabulary, and shows some evidence of crafting in 

the construction of sentences.  
• Organisation is sound, with a clear text structure, controlled 

paragraphing to reflect opening, development and closure, 
together with successful use of cohesive devices. 

3 7-9 

• Effectively presents ideas in a sustained way.  
• A secure sustained realisation of the purpose of the writing task 

and its intended audience.  
• Aptly chosen vocabulary and well controlled variety in the 

construction of sentences.  
• Organisation is secure, with a well-judged text structure, 

effective paragraphing and use of cohesive devices between and 
within paragraphs 

4 10-12 

• Assured presentation of fully developed ideas.  
• A consistent fulfilment of the writing task and assured realisation 

of its intended audience.  
• Aptly chosen, reasonably extensive vocabulary and assured 

control in the construction of varied sentence forms.  
• Organisation is assured, with sophisticated control of text 

structure, skilfully sustained paragraphing and the effective 
application of cohesive devices. 

5 13-16 

• Achieves precision and clarity in presenting compelling and fully 
developed ideas.  

• A strong, consistent fulfilment of the writing task sharply 
focused on the writer's purpose and audience.  

• An extensive vocabulary and mature control in the construction 
of varied sentence forms.  

• Organisation is convincing, with sophisticated control of text 
structure, skilfully sustained paragraphing and the effective 
application of cohesive devices. 

Band Mark AO4: (iii) 

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-3 

• Sentences are generally clearly structured, with generally sound 
control of expression and meaning. A reasonable selection of 
sentence structures are used.  

• Generally sound control of a range of punctuation devices, 
enabling intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed for most 
of the response.  

• Spelling is mostly accurate, with some slips which do not hinder 
meaning. 

2 4-6 • Sentences are purposefully structured, with sustained control of 
expression and meaning. A wide and varied selection of 



 

sentence structures is used.  
• Thorough control of the full range of punctuation, enabling 

intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed.  
• Spelling is almost always accurate, with occasional slips. 

3 7-8 

• Sentences are convincingly structured, with sophisticated control 
of expression and meaning. A convincing selection of sentence 
structures is used.  

• Control of the full range of punctuation is precise, enabling 
intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed.  

• Spelling is consistently accurate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Question 
Number Question 

10 

 

             Your School or College Council wants to appoint new student 
members  
 to make sure students’ views are represented.  
 

Write the text of a speech you would deliver to the Council giving 
reasons why you should be appointed.  

(24 marks) 

 

Responses may:  
• refer to a number of different skills and strengths/qualities that would be 

thought suitable for such a position, such as: excellent communications 
skills; popularity with other students; a good understanding of what 
students want and need; good  IT skills for using modern media, such as 
social networking sites 

• make suggestions as to what the School/College should do – for 
example, let the Principal/Head know what the real concerns and wishes 
of the students are 

• suggest such items as changes to student accommodation, menus, rules 
and regulations, clothing, amount of work, quality of teaching, subjects 
or clubs/societies offered. 

 
Examiners should note the importance of form, audience and purpose. In 
this case, the form is a speech, so the register should reflect that, and the 
speech should have an appropriate opening, development and conclusion. 
The audience is specified and hence the speech should seek to show some 
awareness of that and offer persuasive reasons for election. 
 

Band Mark AO4: 

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-3 

• Expresses ideas that are generally appropriate. 
• Generally sound grasp of the purpose and audience.  
• Generally sound evidence of control in the choice of vocabulary 

and sentence structures.  
• Organisation shows generally sound grasp of text structure, 

with opening and development, and broadly appropriate 
paragraphing. 

2 4-6 

• Expresses and develops ideas appropriately.  
• A clear sense of the purpose of the writing and audience.  
• Well-chosen vocabulary, and shows some evidence of crafting 

in the construction of sentences.  
• Organisation is sound, with a clear text structure, controlled 

paragraphing to reflect opening, development and closure, 
together with successful use of cohesive devices. 

3 7-9 
• Effectively presents ideas in a sustained way.  
• A secure sustained realisation of the purpose of the writing 

task and its intended audience.  



 

• Aptly chosen vocabulary and well controlled variety in the 
construction of sentences.  

• Organisation is secure, with a well-judged text structure, 
effective paragraphing and use of cohesive devices between 
and within paragraphs 

4 10-12 

• Assured presentation of fully developed ideas.  
• A consistent fulfilment of the writing task and assured 

realisation of its intended audience.  
• Aptly chosen, reasonably extensive vocabulary and assured 

control in the construction of varied sentence forms.  
• Organisation is assured, with sophisticated control of text 

structure, skilfully sustained paragraphing and the effective 
application of cohesive devices. 

5 13-16 

• Achieves precision and clarity in presenting compelling and 
fully developed ideas.  

• A strong, consistent fulfilment of the writing task sharply 
focused on the writer's purpose and audience.  

• An extensive vocabulary and mature control in the construction 
of varied sentence forms.  

• Organisation is convincing, with sophisticated control of text 
structure, skilfully sustained paragraphing and the effective 
application of cohesive devices. 

Band Mark AO4: (iii) 

0 0 No rewardable material.  

1 1-3 

 
• Sentences are generally clearly structured, with generally 

sound control of expression and meaning. A reasonable 
selection of sentence structures are used.  

• Generally sound control of a range of punctuation devices, 
enabling intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed for 
most of the response.  

• Spelling is mostly accurate, with some slips which do not 
hinder meaning. 

2 4-6 

• Sentences are purposefully structured, with sustained control 
of expression and meaning. A wide and varied selection of 
sentence structures is used.  

• Thorough control of the full range of punctuation, enabling 
intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed.  

• Spelling is almost always accurate, with occasional slips. 

3 7-8 

• Sentences are convincingly structured, with sophisticated 
control of expression and meaning. A convincing selection of 
sentence structures is used.  

• Control of the full range of punctuation is precise, enabling 
intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed.  

• Spelling is consistently accurate. 
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