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Introduction
This report will provide exemplification of candidates' work, together with tips and 
comments for Questions 1–10. 

Examiners commented that candidates had a more secure focus on language features and 
the writer’s intended effects than in previous series and knew how to respond to the tasks. 
Examiners observed that the majority of candidates engaged effectively with the texts and 
found the extracts accessible.

Candidates’ writing was often lively and focused and examiners commented positively on 
candidates’ ability to demonstrate a sense of audience and to use an appropriate register.

Examiners commented that it was pleasing to see evidence of some excellent teaching and 
candidates who were able to manage their time effectively.

The responses of candidates had many positive features.

Examiners were impressed by:

•	 candidates’ responses which showed strong focus on language features and the ability 
to select relevant details to support their comments on the writer’s language and its 
intended effects

•	 candidates’ ability to select a relevant and appropriate passage from another section 
of the text and explore a wide range of language features with focused and developed 
comments 

•	 writing on the chosen topic that was lively and effective and showed a strong sense of 
audience and purpose using an appropriate register to engage the audience.

Less successful responses:

•	 showed an insecure grasp of language (for example, confusion over terms or feature 
spotting) or summarised quotations without any analysis of the language and its effect

•	 relied too heavily on narration or chose over-long or multiple extracts for comment in 
part (b)

•	 lacked the ability to develop and sustain appropriate ideas or had a weak sense of form, 
audience and purpose and did not have secure language controls in response to the 
writing task.

In Section A the overwhelming majority of candidates chose to respond to Question 5,  
‘Of Mice and Men’. In Section B Question 10 was more popular than Question 9.

Section A (Reading)

Examiners commented that there was evidence that candidates had been well prepared and 
there was some evidence of the good use of prepared extracts for part (b). However some 
examiners commented that candidates are still producing longer responses to part (a) and 
thus limiting their achievement for part (b) which has more marks. 

Part (a): Most examiners commented that there was a better focus on language features in 
this section than in previous series and most candidates were able to select relevant details 
and comment on the writer’s language and its effects. Some examiners commented that 
some candidates tended to paraphrase quotations or summarise the text without exploring 
the language and developing their comments. Examiners commented that candidates 
generally engaged well with the given extracts and that these extracts and the tasks 
provided ample opportunities for appropriate responses.

Part (b): Candidates were generally successful in choosing an appropriate extract and better 
responses focused strongly on the writer’s techniques. However some examiners observed 
that this section was less well done than part (a) as candidates tended drift into narration 
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rather than exploring the writer’s language and its intended effects. Some responses 
were rather short and undeveloped despite this section having more marks. Occasionally 
candidates chose more than one extract limiting their ability to respond to the task.

Section B (Writing)

For the writing tasks, there is an emphasis on transactional writing.

Examiners commented positively on candidates’ engagement with the topics and how 
much they enjoyed reading responses in this section. The majority of candidates were 
able to write in appropriate styles and structure their responses effectively although some 
examiners did comment on a lack of adventurous vocabulary and ambitious punctuation. 
Examiners commented positively on candidates’ ability to demonstrate a strong sense of 
audience and purpose. There were some brief and undeveloped responses which examiners 
felt might have demonstrated bad time management (spending too long on Section A).
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Question 1
Touching the Void

There were very few responses to this question that were on Touching the Void – the 
majority were Question 5, other questions or candidates who had only responded to  
the given extract suggesting they had responded to the wrong text. 

Question 2
Anita and Me

There were not many responses to this question.

a) Examiners commented that the candidates engaged with the text and most demonstrated 
sound understanding. They were able to identify appropriate examples of the writer’s 
language and comment on its effectiveness. Better responses had a detailed focus on the 
language used e.g. ‘soul food’, ‘spicy steam’, ‘M and S separates’, ‘seasoned with memory 
and longing’ and could find links between these ideas and sometimes mentioned the clash of 
east and west. Weaker responses tended to be more narrative just focussing on what a good 
cook Meena’s mother was.

b) There were successful responses with an appropriate choice of second extract but some 
examiners commented that some candidates, who made an appropriate choice for their 
second extract, did not develop their comments on language and their responses tended to 
narrate. Popular choices for the second extract were the Indian goddess episode, when Anita 
came to dinner and Nanima's arrival after the birth of Sunil.

Question 3
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

There were not many responses to this question.

a) Some of the responses were very impressive. These responses were confident, closely 
focused on the language employed and usually reflected real personal engagement with 
the extract. Many picked out images of a secret mission - ‘stealthily’, ‘manoeuvre’ and 
use of short sentences and short paragraphs for suspense. Sensory imagery was also 
commented on - ‘muffled voices’, ‘little splash’, ‘nauseating bucket’, ‘unmistakable odour’. 
Most of the candidates were able to analyse the use of language in the extract thoughtfully 
and confidently, showing at the very least an assured understanding, although a few chose 
to focus on a very small part of the extract and ignore the rest. Some less successful 
responses relied very heavily on overlong quotations to make points with little close analysis 
of language.

b) The majority of the candidates were able to choose an appropriate extract and respond 
in an assured and perceptive way. A few candidates struggled to find an extract and 
occasionally the responses were not as well developed as the responses to part (a). Popular 
choices were crossing the ridge, the abortion, the headman’s tooth, working in the mine and 
Luo being attacked by the local youths.
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Question 4
Heroes

a) Examiners commented that the majority of candidates responses showed strong 
engagement with the given extract and better responses made very perceptive comments. 
Most candidates commented on ‘like a knight’, ‘pledged’, ‘pale purity’, ‘love and loyalty’. 

More developed responses ranged further through the extract and explored the way Nicole 
was seen by Frances, as well as his emotions ‘hoping to hear my name’, ‘agony of love and 
longing’. 

There were also insightful comments on the sinister nature of Francis’s fixation, comparing 
his 'trailing' and 'lurking' with stalking. 

Weaker responses often chose three or four of the above points and offered some 
explanation, sometimes relying on narration or tended to identify relevant quotations and 
then simply paraphrase them.

b) The majority of candidates were able to find an appropriate extract and make relevant 
points. The most popular choices were the final meeting with Nicole and the rape scene. 
Most candidates were able to make clear points about their chosen extract. More able 
candidates were able to discuss language in an assured way. Some examiners commented 
that sometimes candidates were less likely to focus on use of language or to use literary 
terminology in their responses than they were in their responses to part (a).

This is part of a successful response to Question 4a.
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There is assured understanding of the text and 
of the writer’s ideas. Points are supported by 
pertinent reference to the extract. Band 4,  
12 marks.

Examiner Comments

For a Band 5 response, comments could 
have been developed yet more fully so as to 
demonstrate a really perceptive grasp. 

Examiner Tip
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This is the whole of a response to Question 4b.
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The response fulfils the criteria for Band 1. 
This is a generally sound response with some 
reference to the text. Band 1, 5 marks.

Examiner Comments

Think about how there could have been a wider 
range of points, how they could have been 
developed and more detailed comments could 
have been made about language.

Examiner Tip



12 GCSE English Language 5EN2H 01

Question 5
Of Mice and Men

This was the most popular question. Examiners commented that they saw the full range of 
responses to this question. Examiners commented positively on candidates’ ability to engage 
with and respond to the language in the extracts.

a) Candidates responded positively to the given extract and there were some interesting 
and developed interpretations of the dream. Examiners commented that the best responses 
were mature and perceptive in developing sensitive interpretations of the dream. 

There was less evidence of feature-spotting and most candidates did try to explain and 
explore the various language techniques employed.

Many candidates picked out adverbs e.g. ‘craftily‘, ‘rhythmically‘ and were able to make 
relevant comments.

Many candidates discussed the idea of the story as being like a bedtime story leading them 
to discuss the nature of George and Lennie’s relationship as similar to a parent and child. 
Other popular comments were focused on George’s voice becoming ‘deeper’ – there was 
a range of reasons offered for this including George automatically knowing the dream, the 
idea of a fairy-tale, the idea that he was drawn into the dream as he recited it. As well as 
this, candidates also discussed Lennie’s reaction to the dream and his excitement shown in 
repetition and the interruption of George. Quite a number of stronger candidates picked up 
on the way George attacks the tin can and linked this to the realisation the dream is  
a fantasy and his frustration at allowing himself to be drawn in again. 

Stronger responses confidently handled the extract, using the language examples to support 
their points and prove the intent of the author. 

Some examiners commented on incorrect identification/confusion of language terminology 
e.g. similes/metaphors. Less successful responses were less well developed or narrative and 
made limited comments on language. Some weaker responses only commented on George 
and Lennie’s relationship and offered limited comment on the dream. Examiners commented 
that even some weaker responses were able to make valid, if limited, comments about the 
effect of their chosen quotations but with limited language analysis.

b) Most candidates were able to choose an appropriate extract e.g. the impact of dreams 
on Curley’s wife, Candy or Crooks. Examiners commented that responses were generally 
well done. Successful responses were able to keep a firm focus on the dream and how the 
language used aids the reader’s understanding of its importance. Examiners commented 
they saw some very good responses that were perceptive and thoughtful with a strong focus 
on language demonstrated by word level analysis. 

The most popular section chosen was Curley’s wife's dream in chapter 5. The better 
responses handled the extract and language examples well, commenting on a wide range  
of points and linking them to the dream.

Many candidates commented on Curley’s wife’s materialism e.g. ‘nice clothes’ and the use  
of ‘coulda’. 

Some candidates assumed that the dream is well known so it did not need specific 
explanation. For some candidates there was a tendency to become engaged with her as  
a character and her relationship with Lennie rather than her dreams. 

Weaker responses to this section tended to be narrative using language references to 
support the comments made or missed references to language entirely. A small number  
of candidates used the whole novella to comment on many characters’ dreams.
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This is a successful response to 5a.
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This response shows some perceptive 
understanding of the text, ideas and language. 
There is also some discriminating reference 
to support the response. The coverage is 
not extensive enough to warrant a mark any 
higher in Band 5. Mark 14, Band 5.

Examiner Comments

Look at how the response focuses closely 
on the writer's use of language and 
comments thoughtfully on the effects of 
the chosen examples.

Examiner Tip
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This is a response to Question 5a.
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This is a sound response with reference to 
individual words. There are clear examples.  
It fulfils all the Band 2 criteria.  
Mark 6, Band 2.

Examiner Comments

The answer would need more development 
to qualify for a higher band. Think about how 
points could have been supported with further 
evidence and detail.

Examiner Tip
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This is a less successful response to Question 5a.
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A narrative response with some textual 
references. There is generally sound 
understanding of the text but the candidate 
does not particularly focus on the language. 
Band 1, 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you try to make comments on why 
the writer chose particular words or phrases 
and the effect these have on the reader.

Examiner Tip
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This is a response to Question 5b.
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This is a successful response to Question 5b.

There is thorough understanding evident but 
there is some lack of focus on the language 
used. There is some sustained reference to 
support the points made. Band 3, 12 marks.

Examiner Comments

A firmer focus on the language the writer used 
would have improved this response. Try to 
select relevant words and phrases and make 
detailed comments on the writer's intended 
effects.

Examiner Tip
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This response fulfils all of the Band 5 criteria. 
24 marks, top of Band 5.

Examiner Comments

Note the excellent focus on language analysis 
linked to the writer's ideas and how this 
reveals a perceptive understanding.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
Rani and Sukh

There were not many responses to this question.

a) Many candidates engaged positively with the extract and the character of Divy and 
showed a sound or thorough understanding of language and ideas. The more able offered 
some close analysis of language. Many candidates commented on the use of expletives and 
violent language e.g. ‘punched the dash’ and there were many and varied interpretations 
of the simile ‘like a pensioner’. Examiners commented that many candidates showed an 
obvious dislike of Divy. Weaker responses that were sometimes narrative, included some 
attempt to comment on language but tended to explain rather than analyse. 

b) Most chose the football match, the death of Sukh or Divy controlling the family and better 
candidates produced thoughtful and detailed responses. Weaker responses tended to be 
narrative with less secure understanding of the use of language techniques.

Question 7
Riding the Black Cockatoo

There were no responses to this question.

Question 8
To Kill a Mockingbird

a) Most candidates showed good engagement with the text and examiners commented 
they saw some good responses to this question. Some examiners commented on the 
unusual choice of Dill for this question. Better responses demonstrated good understanding 
of the text and Dill’s character and supported this with some excellent language analysis. 
Candidates explored how Lee uses language in the description of Dill’s height ‘I’m little but 
I’m old’, his physical presentation ‘snow white hair’, ‘cowlick’ and ‘duck fluff’ and his struggle 
to go under the fence. Some more assured and perceptive answers discussed how he is 
a storyteller in the section discussing Dracula and there were some sensitive explorations 
of how there are two sides to Dill presented in his confidence at the start and his 
embarrassment at the end regarding his father. Weaker responses sometimes misinterpreted 
Dill and had a less secure focus on language. 

b) Many candidates chose Dill running away or his reaction to the court and Dolphus 
Raymond. Better responses had a secure focus on how the language of their chosen 
extract supported their comments on Dill. Particularly perceptive responses focused on the 
difference between Scout and Dill in the courtroom scene and how much Dill has grown 
up and matured. They also picked up on his trusting nature and how he is used by Lee to 
illustrate the wrongs of racism. One insightful candidate commented on the irony that a child 
such as Dill is able to see the wrongs of the trial of Tom Robinson where most members 
of Maycomb could not. Weaker responses were sometimes narrative and did not explore 
language.

This is a successful response to Question 8a.
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There is some sensitive consideration of Dill, 
showing assured understanding of the text, 
ideas and language.  
There is not enough language analysis for this 
response to be awarded a mark in Band 5. 
Band 4, 13 marks.

Examiner Comments

For a Band 5 response, language comments 
could have been developed yet more fully so as 
to demonstrate a really perceptive grasp.

Examiner Tip
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This is a successful response to Question 8b.
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The response fulfils the criteria for Band 
4. There are not enough examples or 
consideration of language for the response to 
get into Band 5. Band 4, 19 marks.

Examiner Comments

Always try to fully develop comments 
on the language the writer uses and its 
intended effects.

Examiner Tip
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Question 9
End of year celebration

Some examiners felt this task was done less well than Question 10.

AO4 (i) and (ii) Content and ideas:

Most candidates were able to respond with relevant information and many examiners 
commented on the range of ideas put forward although some examiners also commented 
on the conventional nature of the proposals e.g. the prevalence of proms. However other 
examiners offered evidence of a wider range of proposals on offer: bonfires, barbeques, 
parties, festivals, visits to theme parks, as well as trips abroad and more adventurous 
ideas exemplified by suggestions for sky diving and adventure activity weekends. Some 
candidates promoted their event but did not say what it would be.

Many candidates engaged well with the task and examiners commented that better 
candidates sustained a sense of audience and purpose in responses that were sometimes 
humorous, often lively, accurate and ambitious. Many candidates employed flattery as 
a persuasive technique, often to good effect. Examiners commented positively on the 
persuasive techniques employed and the way candidates had been taught to use these. 
There were many examples of ‘I know the dangers of alcohol will worry you…’ or ‘You may 
feel that staff will be too tired but…’ Speech register was often very convincing with even the 
use of stage directions in some cases!

A number of candidates wrote a letter rather than a speech and some comment was made 
by examiners about confusion about the intended audience with some responses being 
aimed at peers. 

Weaker candidates produced undeveloped responses, sometimes losing the sense of 
audience and purpose. Sometimes weaker candidates lost track of the purpose and audience 
by getting sidetracked into the minutiae and details of the arrangements for the event.

AO4 (iii) (Spelling, punctuation and grammar):

Examiners commented on the usual range of errors – comma splicing, lack of sentence 
control, problems with spelling and homophones and problems with capital letters. 
Comments were made about a lack of a range of punctuation but other examiners 
commented that candidates are learning to master the use of appropriate punctuation for 
the context. Paragraphing was sometimes lacking in otherwise organised responses.

This is a response to Question 9.
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Despite the candidate writing a letter instead of a speech, 
there is a sense of purpose with some appropriate ideas. 
The candidate uses some persuasive devices. Organisation is 
sound with a clear text structure. Band 2 , 5 marks.  
Spelling is secure but the response lacks a range.  
Band 2, 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

Remember to think about form 
as well as audience and purpose.

Examiner Tip
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This is successful response to Question 9.
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This is an engaging response with extensive 
vocabulary, sharply focused on the writer’s 
purpose and audience. 

The response fulfils all the Band 5 criteria. 
Band 5, 16 marks. 

A controlled response but there are a few 
spelling errors throughout. Band 3, 7 marks.

Examiner Comments

Note the strong individual voice and confident 
tone in this response.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
Staying in education or training until 18

This was the more popular question. 

Examiners commented that responses for this question seemed to be better than those for 
Question 9.

AO4 (i) and (ii) Content and ideas:

Many candidates were able to effectively use appropriate techniques for the letter to an MP 
and candidates engaged well with the topic – most had something to say. Many examiners 
commented on the strong sense of audience and purpose demonstrated in the majority 
of responses, with appropriate levels of formality, even if the language controls were not 
always as secure. Better responses produced lively letters well focused on their intended 
audience. Arguments for staying on included: better preparation for the future, being more 
mature at eighteen, keeping crime figures down (which seemed to occur quite a lot) and 
popular arguments for leaving at 16 included: unnecessary or irrelevant academic subjects, 
preventing students maturing or restricting their independence, people at 16 should be 
allowed to work rather than study. There were numerous references to the Alan Sugars 
and Richard Bransons of the world who took alternative routes but also a great deal of 
practicality and pragmatism, recognising that these people were exceptions that could not 
be lived up to and therefore the ‘normal’ university or college route was the safest option. 
Some saw further education as an exciting opportunity to specialise. An interesting comment 
from one candidate was ‘Here in England we are rejecting an option that people in other 
countries would kill for!’. Examiners commented that there were very strong arguments  
both for and against the idea of staying in education or training until 18, from students of  
all abilities. 

Weaker responses often had unclear or undeveloped ideas or inappropriate register or 
tended to be a ‘rant’.

AO4 (iii): Spelling, punctuation and grammar:

Similar points were made by examiners to those on Question 9.

This is a response to Question 10.
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This is a successful response to Question 10.

The response is securely into Band 3. Ideas 
are sustained and there is aptly chosen 
vocabulary. Band 3, 8 marks. 

There are some slips but there is enough 
evidence of accuracy for a mark in the middle 
of Band 2, 5 marks.

Examiner Comments

Note the secure and sustained sense 
of purpose and awareness of how to 
address the intended audience.

Examiner Tip
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This is a lively response with deliberate 
humour. The response achieves precision 
and clarity in presenting compelling and fully 
developed ideas. The response is sharply 
focused on purpose and audience. The 
candidate provides lots of examples to support 
the ideas in the piece. Band 5, 16 marks

This is a fully controlled response which fulfils 
all the Band 3 criteria. 8 marks.

Examiner Comments

Note the strong and confident sense of 
audience and lively style.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary 
Candidates' work often reached a very high standard. There was evidence of good 
preparation of the texts and good awareness of how to respond to the questions. Candidates 
demonstrated an increasingly secure understanding of how to respond to the writer’s 
language and comment on its intended effects. In their writing, candidates often were able 
to demonstrate a strong sense of audience and purpose in writing that was clear, often lively 
and effective. 

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice. 

Candidates should ensure that in Section A (Reading) they: 

•	 Engage in a sustained manner with the writer's use of language and its intended effects. 

•	 Focus on analysing and interpreting the writer's use of language in their chosen 
quotations rather than paraphrasing them. 

•	 Choose an appropriate extract for part (b) that allows them to explore the writer's 
language fully. 

•	 Avoid slipping into narrative instead of analysing the text especially in response to  
part (b). 

In Section B (Writing), they should: 

•	 Develop ideas effectively and present them in a sustained response. 

•	 Have a clear sense of form, audience, purpose and appropriate register for the task.

•	 Use a range of sentences, punctuation and vocabulary appropriate for the task. 

•	 Check work for common errors.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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