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Paper Introduction
This report will provide exemplification of candidates’ work, together with tips and
comments for a selection of questions. The exemplification will come from questions which
were the most popular choices for candidates.
Examiners are looking above all for signs that candidates are responding in a thoughtful way
to the language and ideas of prose writers and are communicating clearly and effectively on
the selected writing topic.
Examiners commented that it was pleasing to see evidence of some good teaching and
learning in this series.
The responses of candidates had positive features.
Successful candidates:
•

were able to select appropriate examples of the writer’s language and demonstrate the
ability to relate them to the writer’s intended effects

•

were able to select an appropriate passage from another section of the text and explore
a range of language features successfully linking them to the writer’s purpose and ideas

•

wrote in a way that showed an effective grasp of an appropriate register, together with
the ability to engage well with the intended readership.

Less successful responses:
•

showed an insecure grasp of language (for example, confusion over terms) or failed to
support their points with appropriate reference to the text

•

tended to make unsupported or undeveloped comments on language or relied too heavily
on narration

•

did not develop and sustain ideas and did not have secure language controls.

Overall, examiners felt that candidates had responded positively to the tasks and that there
was a general sense that candidates knew how to respond to the tasks. Examiners read
many enjoyable and well-argued answers to the two Writing tasks.
In Section A, the overwhelming majority of candidates chose to respond to Question 5, ‘Of
Mice and Men’.

Section A (Reading)
There was a range of responses with some candidates producing detailed and focused
responses. The majority showed clear understanding of the texts but often lacked the ability
to fully focus on and analyse the language of the extracts.
Question a):
Examiners commented that there was generally a clear understanding of the given extracts
but many responses lacked a secure and detailed focus on language. Better responses were
able to offer sustained analysis with a confident knowledge of language. Examiners also
commented that candidates generally engaged well with the given extracts.
Question b):
Candidates were generally successful in identifying an appropriate extract for comment
and better responses focused well on the writer’s techniques. However some examiners
observed that this section was less well done than a) as candidates tended to drift into
narration without the close focus on techniques that is required. Candidates sometimes used
passages that had been used as part a) texts in previous series and were not always able
to adapt the material to a different question. Occasionally the extract chosen was too long
limiting the candidate’s ability to focus closely on the task. A few candidates used more than
one extract.
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Section B (Writing):
Examiners did comment how much they enjoyed reading responses in this section,
especially Question 10. Examiners commented positively on candidates’ engagement with
the topics.
The majority of candidates were able to write in appropriate styles and structure their
responses effectively. Examiners, as usual, commented on problems with technical accuracy.

Question 1
Touching the Void
This text was offered by too few candidates to permit any general comment.

Question 2
Anita and Me
This text was offered by too few candidates to permit any general comment.

Question 3
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstres
This text was offered by too few candidates to permit any general comment.
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Question 4
Heroes
Examiners commented that they saw some successful and sometimes impressive responses
to both parts of this question.
a) Examiners commented that candidates showed engagement with the text and there
were some successful responses with focused and thoughtful comments on language.
Most responses showed clear understanding of Larry. Weaker responses were not able to
develop their comments on language or slipped into narration. Candidates commented on
Larry’s motivational skills - ‘urging’ ‘patiently’ and ‘guidance’ being the most frequently
quoted words - and his ability to encourage and bring out the best in Butch Bartoneau
and Edna Beauchene and his untiring efforts to make the Wreck Centre a success for
all concerned. Comments on ‘tamed’ were often well developed. Points about Larry’s
glamour - ‘dazzled’ ‘champion’ ‘glamour’ were also well developed. Most of the
candidates recognised the dichotomy in Larry’s character and picked up the hints about
his ‘dark’ side from the extract. ‘Rumours told us’ and ‘he discouraged questions’ being
the most frequently quoted. The better answers looked at the ‘dark’ aspect in more
depth, often starting with Joey Leblanc’s comment about Butch Bartoneau and his
repetition of the rumours about Larry’s past. Some candidates did become side tracked
into referring to later events which proved he had a dark side.
b) Candidates mostly made suitable choices of a second passage. Examiners commented
that candidates were able to focus closely on language, often at word level. Weaker
candidates tended to narrate rather than analyse language. By far the most common
choice of passage was when Francis goes to kill Larry. Larry’s vulnerability was explored
and references made to yellow and the smell of soup, which some interpreted as homely
and others as suggesting he was old and vulnerable. Most candidates also referred to
the glimmers of the old Larry, as a reminder of who he used to be. Stronger responses
analysed the subtle shifting of power and control between the two characters. There
were also some good responses to Larry’s return, with the focus on the language of
him being described as a lethal weapon, fine-tuned by war. ‘Lethal’ and ‘knife-like’ were
frequently quoted. Larry’s first appearance in the novel, the table tennis tournament and
the rape of Nicole were also popular choices.
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This is an extract from a successful response to Question 4 (a).

354/2
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Examiner Comments
354/3

The response has assured understanding of the
text and ideas but the evaluation of language is
not fully developed.
It was awarded 10 out of 16, band 4.

Examiner Tip

When responding to texts, always try to
focus on individual words and phrases and
fully develop comments on the language
the writer uses and its intended effects.
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This is an example of a less successful response to question 4(a). This is the whole of the
response.

474/2

8

GCSE English Language 5EN2H 01

Examiner Comments

474/3

The response shows generally sound understanding
and makes some simple undeveloped points.
Although the candidate tries to focus on language
the comments made are not very successful. The
response was given 3 out of 16 marks, band 1.

Examiner Tip

This answer would need more focused
comments on the writer’s language to
move it up into a higher band.
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This is part of a successful response to Question 4(b).

354/6

Examiner Comments

10
354/7

There is a relevant section covered and there
is assured understanding of the text and ideas
although the language points are not fully
explored.
It was awarded
15 out of
24, band01
4.
GCSE English
Language
5EN2H

Examiner Tip

When writing about the language features of an
extract, make sure to write about why you think
the writer has chosen particular words, phrases
or images and their effect on the reader.

This is the whole of a less successful response to Question 4(b).

474/4
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Examiner Comments

The section chosen is appropriate. The response
deals with only two quotations and the comments
are not really supported by the quotations used.
It was awarded 3 out of 24, band 1.

474/5
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Examiner Tip

Make sure to find enough points to make
and try to make focused comments on
the writer’s use of language.

Question 5
Of Mice and Men
This was the most popular question.
a) The extract was accessible. Successful responses developed interpretations of Lennie
with effective language analysis, often at word level, and thoughtful comments. Many
candidates showed sound understanding of the extract but sometimes the comments
made were rather simplistic or had a limited focus on language. Some responses lost
focus on the task or used limited parts of the extract in their response. Most candidates
commented on ‘God damn dumb’ and ‘Dumb bastard’, pointing out the repetition of
‘dumb’ to emphasise this aspect of Lennie’s character and often going on to explain
how the use of profanity stresses George’s frustration with Lennie. Most candidates also
picked out ‘Course he ain’t mean’ and many commented that the fact that it was Slim
who echoed this later and Slim is a trusted character, showing that it is what Steinbeck
wants the reader to feel. The adverbs ‘breathlessly’ and ‘sharply’ were also dealt with
effectively by many candidates. There were various interpretations of the coat being
worn like a cape. Most explained that this showed the childlike side of Lennie. Quite a
few said he was playing a game, some felt it was sinister. A couple of responses claimed
that Slim was afraid of Lennie. Some candidates used quotations to support content
points but did not comment on language. A common phrase was ‘This creates an image
in the reader’s head.’ Yet this image was never analysed.
b) Most candidates were able to choose an appropriate extract e.g. the opening of the
novel which was the most popular. Most talked about the use of animal imagery – bear
and horse - and also the description of Lennie at the start ‘pale’ ‘shapeless’ etc. There
were also numerous references to him imitating George and the adverb ‘exactly’ was
frequently quoted. Many commented on Lennie playing with the water in the pool. Other
popular choices for the second extract were the fight with Curley, the killing of Curley’s
wife and when Lennie is in Crooks’ room. Candidates who wrote about the killing of
the mouse or the meeting with the boss struggled to find enough material to work
with. Successful responses were able to keep a firm focus on how Lennie is presented
and relate this to the language used. Weaker responses to this section were limited by
undeveloped comments and lacked a focus on language. There was some use of lengthy
quotations with little or no explanation and some candidates chose very long extracts
for comment. There were some quite brief responses to this section which cannot be
successful given the larger mark allocation for this question. A few candidates used two
or more sections of the novel to comment on and so penalised themselves.
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This is the first part of a successful response to Question 5(a).

143/2
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Examiner Comments

143/3

The response is thorough and fulfils all band 3
criteria showing a thorough understanding of the
writer’s use of language and sustained reference
to the text. It was awarded 9 out of 16, band 3.

Examiner Tip

With a slightly stronger
interpretation and development
of the points made, this response
could have moved into band 4.
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This is the whole of a candidate’s response to Question 5(a).

184/2
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Examiner Comments

There is sound understanding of the text,
ideas and language and, although there
are only three quotations used, there are
some quite sensitive comments made.This
was awarded 6 out of 16, top of band 2.

Examiner Tip

A few more carefully selected
examples from the extract supported
by comments on language would
have moved this into band 3.

184/3
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This is part of a response to Question 5(b).

223/6
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Examiner Comments

223/7

The response shows thorough understanding
of text and ideas. There is some focus on
individual words/phrases in the exploration
of the writer’s language. It was awarded 12
out of 24, band 3.

Examiner Tip

Always try to fully develop comments
on the language the writer uses and
its intended effects.
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This is part of a response to Question 5(b).

482/6
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Examiner Comments

The response shows sound understanding and
makes a reasonable number of relevant points.
It was given 8 out of 24 marks, band 2.

Examiner Tip

To qualify for a higher band, think about
how the points could have been developed
and more detailed comments could have
been made about language.

482/7
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Question 6
Rani and Sukh
There were a small number of responses to this text.
a) There was some reasonably good understanding of how Natalie is presented although
the responses were not always sufficiently detailed and developed. Some successful
comments were made about Natalie’s determined and forceful character – ‘had other
plans up her sleeve’, ‘the boys’ changing rooms’, ‘grabbed him’ were all commented on.
Many commented on Natalie’s close relationship with Rani and a few commented on her
feminism and rebellious characteristics.
b) Most candidates were able to find an appropriate extract and better responses showed
a good understanding of how Natalie is presented and how the writer’s use of language
supported their ideas. Popular choices were Natalie’s relationship with Martin and/or the
subsequent conversation with Rani, when she acts as a go-between for Rani and Sukh
by visiting Sukh and when she and Sukh rescue Rani. Weaker responses tended to miss
opportunities for commenting on language.

Question 7
Riding the Black Cockatoo
This text was offered by too few candidates to permit any general comment.

Question 8
To Kill a Mockingbird
There were a small number of responses to this text.
a) Most candidates showed sound understanding of the text but some lacked the ability
to focus on and analyse language in depth. Better responses were able to comment on
how the writer’s use of language creates a clear impression of the Radley Place. These
responses commented on the detail of the description from the first paragraph, made
some detailed comments on ‘malevolent phantom’ as well as focusing on the rumours/
locals’ distrust of the house. Weaker responses lost focus on the task commenting on
Scout or Boo rather than how the Radley Place is presented. A few candidates only used
the first paragraph to comment on, missing opportunities for a more detailed response.
b) Better responses selected an appropriate extract and were able to explore how the writer
created atmosphere and setting in their chosen extract with a secure focus on language.
However a significant number of candidates seemed to have difficulty choosing an
appropriate second extract and there was quite a lot of evidence of prepared passages
(i.e. ones used in previous exam series) being used less than successfully. These
responses sometimes seemed to be responding to the question that was originally set
for these passages with little attempt to focus on the given task. There was also some
evidence that candidates did not focus on ‘atmosphere and setting’ in their responses.
Successful choices for the second extract were the description of Maycomb, First
Purchase Church, the jail and the Ewell’s home. Weaker responses were sometimes
narrative and did not explore language or struggled to focus on the task.

22
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Question 9
Suggestions to improve the school.
The majority of candidates chose this question.
Most candidates engaged with the task as this was a topic they felt strongly about.
AO4 (i) and (ii) Content and ideas:
The majority showed a clear awareness of audience and purpose and the responses were
reasonably sustained with relevant ideas. Better candidates were able to present sustained
ideas and offer well thought out solutions. Candidates found a range of ways of spending
the money: toilets, classrooms, dining rooms/canteens, the library, sports equipment,
computers, science and technology equipment and new teachers, to name a few. Toilet
facilities seemed to be the most common area for improvement with comments about
broken doors, cold water only, no soap and lack of cleaning. Food was also an important
issue and especially canteen facilities being inadequate. Pupils often complained about
insufficient seating areas, long queues and food running out. Quite a few candidates wanted
better equipped libraries and quiet reading rooms. There were numerous references to
Ofsted inspections to persuade the head to spend money in particular areas. Other attempts
to influence the headteacher included surveys of the pupils/opinions of parents and visitors,
improved grades, improved drama/musical or sporting achievements and the ability to
make money from outsiders’ use of the improved facilities. Happier staff and students were
important, as was health and the combat of obesity. Organisation frequently depended
on the use of firstly, secondly, etc, although some were more subtle. The poorer answers
relied on also...also...also. One effective answer had a focus on music and used emotionally,
intellectually, culturally, etc as divisions. Weaker candidates tended to list complaints
without developing ideas or had a limited sense of audience or inappropriate register.
AO4 (iii) Spelling, punctuation and grammar:
There was some technically assured writing with a range of sentence structures and
punctuation but sometimes the developed ideas were not always matched by technical
accuracy.
Examiners commented on the usual range of errors – comma splicing, misuse of
apostrophes, lack of sentence control, problems with spelling (plurals and homophones) and
problems with capitalising the first person pronoun.
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6 Biii
This is the first part of a successful response to Question 9.

142/10
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142/11

Examiner Comments

The ideas are fully developed with a secure and
sustained sense of audience and purpose. Mark 10
out of 16, band 4. The sentences are purposefully
structured with sustained control of expression
and meaning. Mark 6 out of 8, band 2.

Examiner Tip

Note the secure and sustained sense
of purpose and awareness of how to
address the intended audience.
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This is the whole of a candidate’s response to Question 9.

3 Bi-ii
4 Biii

Examiner Tip
219/10
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Try to plan your response
so that you know you
have enough ideas and
Examiner Comments
This is a brief response which contains that you can develop them
sufficiently.
appropriate but undeveloped ideas
which are clearly expressed.
Mark: 3 out of 16, band 1. The response is
generally accurate although there is not enough
evidence to support a higher mark for AO4iii.
5EN2H
01of 8, band 2.
Mark; 4 out

Question 10
What I feel strongly about
Examiners enjoyed reading these responses. It was clear that candidates engaged with the
task – they all had something to say.
AO4 (i) and (ii) Content and ideas:
Most answers had a clear focus on one topic, although some offered several choices. Better
responses were lively, engaging and sometimes humorous with a strong register. They used
a range of rhetorical devices, especially rhetorical questions, statistics and triples. Rhetorical
questions were often used effectively. The range of topics was enormous: bullying, racism,
exams, stereotyping, the environment, football finance, sport, music to name a few.
Bullying was discussed in all its guises - cyber, physical, emotional, intellectual, etc. Some
responses on exams moved beyond ‘why should we do them?’ to discuss the pressures of
more than one exam on a day; the value of modular tests; the importance of being taught
revision skills. Some of these responses were mature and thoughtful. More unusual ideas
ranged through ‘The Power of Poetry’, musical theatre, street dance, unemployment and the
benefits system, euthanasia, people who feel strongly about things and a girl who wanted
to raise the profile of women in motor sport. Weaker responses lacked clear ideas and the
ability to express them appropriately. Weaker responses sometimes degenerated into a rant,
losing focus on audience and purpose or began with a couple of strong points/ sweeping
statements and then petered out, without adding any depth of detail.
AO4 (iii) Spelling, punctuation and grammar:
Similar points were made by examiners to those on Question 9.
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This is an extract from a successful response to Question 10.
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978/11
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Examiner Comments

The response is imaginative and compelling
and is sharply focused on the writer’s purpose
and audience. There is mature control and the
organisation is quite sophisticated. Mark: 16 out of
16, top of band 5. There are some errors in spelling
and punctuation but the control is sophisticated
and convincing. Mark 7 out of 8, band 3.

Examiner Tip

Note the strong individual voice and
confident tone in this response.

978/12
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Paper Summary
While the re-sit nature of this examination meant that candidates’ work rarely reached
the highest standard, the best candidates showed careful preparation and strong personal
response to the prose texts, dealing clearly with the language of the given extract, as well
as on the presentation of character and ideas.
In their writing, candidates demonstrated the ability to write with a clear sense of audience
and purpose with effective ideas.
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.
Candidates should ensure that in Section A (Reading), they:
•

engage in a sustained manner with the writer’s use of language and its effects

•

choose an appropriate extract for part (b) that enables them to explore language fully in
relation to the writer’s presentation of ideas

•

avoid slipping into narrative instead of analysing the text.

In Section B (Writing), they should:
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•

address the audience, which was clearly specified in the two questions

•

develop effective ideas, presenting them coherently in a sustained response

•

use a range of sentences, correctly punctuated, and check work for common errors.
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