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Introduction
Candidates were required to identify three specific language features from an extract and 
then analyse the language more widely, following a series of bullet points. They also had 
to select an extract for detailed analysis. For the writing task, there was an emphasis on 
transactional writing, again requiring candidates to follow a series of bullet points. 

It was clear that candidates often enjoyed their study of the prose texts, and their own 
writing was often lively and focused, showing good ideas and suggestions.

In the Reading section (Section A) the overwhelming majority of candidates chose to 
respond to Question 5, ‘Of Mice and Men’. 

In Section B Question 10 was more popular than Question 9.

Examiners were impressed by:

•	 evidence that the candidates had understood the content and ideas in the chosen texts

•	 the ability of many candidates to select suitable examples of the writers’ language, with 
a grasp of a range of language features, and to make relevant comments that related 
these examples to the ideas and themes of the texts

•	 writing on the chosen topic that was often quite lively and showed an appropriate form, 
a suitable register and the ability to engage well with the intended audience.

Less successful responses:

•	 showed an insecure grasp of language or of ideas and failed to support their points by 
appropriate textual evidence

•	 relied too heavily on narration of events

•	 wrote reasonably about a topic, but sometimes without a sense of the correct form and 
register and lacked secure control of language or ideas.

Section A (Reading)

Part (a) (i): 

The short starter question requires candidates to focus on specific language features, 
either grammatical features such as parts of speech or devices such as imagery or sound 
effects. Most candidates followed the rubric in offering their own examples from the given 
extract from their chosen text; a few lost a mark by copying the one given as an example. 
Where candidates did not gain marks for identifying the three language features in part 
(a) (i), examiners commented that they could often find these in (a) (ii) which meant that 
candidates were focussing on language. Performance on this question did not necessarily 
correlate at all closely with their responses elsewhere on the paper. 

Grammatical terms were not understood by all at this level and many examiners commented 
on this. 

Part (a) (ii)

There were a number of responses which showed sound understanding of the extract. 
Weaker answers were brief or repetitive. Some examiners commented on the incorrect 
identification of language features. Some better candidates were able to analyse the use of 
language at word level and comment on the writer’s intended effects.

Examiners did comment that candidates generally engaged well with the given extracts and 
responses seemed better than in previous series although there were missed opportunities 
to focus on language.
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Part (b)

Candidates were generally successful in identifying an appropriate extract for comment and 
better responses focused well on the writer’s techniques. However examiners observed that 
this section was less well answered than part (a) (ii) as candidates tended simply to re-tell 
the plot or generally drift into narration without the focus on the writer’s language that is 
required. A few candidates ignored the rubric and wrote about the given extract rather than 
choosing a new one. It was pleasing to note how many candidates at this level had a sound 
appreciation of the ideas/themes of the novels. 

Section B (Writing):

There is an emphasis on transactional writing with scaffolding supplied by the bullet points. 

Examiners commented on how much they enjoyed marking these responses.

The majority of candidates offered, at their level, a good attempt to communicate their ideas 
in both tasks. The topics were accessible and candidates produced some lively responses to 
both tasks. Responses were of a broad range. Examiners commented on the enthusiasm of 
candidates for their chosen topic and that despite some weak language controls, candidates 
often presented their ideas with a clear awareness of audience and purpose. Lack of secure 
paragraphing was commented on by examiners.

Question 1
Touching the Void

Where candidates did attempt this question many were able to attempt part (a) (i) and 
part (a) (ii) but could not identify another extract for part (b) which suggests they had not 
selected the correct question. Nevertheless, some candidates were able to select evidence 
from the text to show some understanding. Those who did attempt part (a) (i) and part (b) 
sometimes made successful comments on the language both in the given extract and their 
chosen extract. However some of the responses to part (b) tended to be narrative.

Question 2
Anita and Me

There were too few responses to this text to permit any general comment.

Question 3
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

There were too few responses to this text to permit any general comment.

Question 4
Heroes

There were not many responses to this text.

a)(ii) Examiners commented that many candidates mostly responded in a reasonably sound 
way. The passage provided a good range of language features and more able candidates 
were able to discuss them quite well. 

Many were able to discuss how Francis felt about Nicole from her appearance and the similes 
of the knight and sentry. Many felt he was obsessed and creepy comparing his “trailing” and 
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“lurking” with stalking. 

Weaker candidates tended to narrate and lose focus on language.

b) Candidates mostly made suitable choices of a second passage, e.g, meeting Nicole at 
the end. Candidates were able to explain the changed feelings towards each other based 
on the language. Another popular choice was the rape. More able candidates were able to 
use quotations to support points. Some examiners commented that there were some strong 
responses with a close focus on the text. Weaker responses tended to narrate and did not 
focus on language. 

This is a successful response to Question 4(a)(ii).
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This is a successful response, with clearly developed points and a focus on the impact of i 
ndividual words.  
References to the text support points effectively. Band 5, 13 marks. 

Examiner Comments

Note how the candidate has selected appropriate quotations and clearly explained the effects of  
individual words and phrases.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
Of Mice and Men

This was the most popular question and the majority of the responses were on this text.

Some examiners commented that candidates seemed to have responded better to this 
question than in previous series.

a)(ii) There were some reasonably sound responses to this extract with candidates making 
reasonably clear references to the writer’s techniques and language choices. 

In particular, candidates commented on Lennie's childlike behaviour – 'pleaded', 'tell me..'; 
Lennie being able to get his own way with George – 'craftily'; how Lennie was excited for 
the dream; how George and Lennie see themselves as different from other ranch workers – 
'not us'; George losing patience; how George's voice became 'deeper' – there were different 
interpretations: it showed George's role as a stern father figure, that the dream isn't going 
to come true and also some said it showed George was determined for the dream to come 
true; how 'rhythmically' showed George had said the dream many times before so it was like 
a song; Lennie being smarter than he appeared as it was obvious he knew the dream off by 
heart and also with reference to 'craftily'. 

Better candidates had a secure focus on language and the intended effects. Weaker 
candidates sometimes understood the text but were unable to make clear points and did 
not focus on language. Some candidates used (a)(i) as a step into the question but this 
only really worked if the techniques had been correctly identified in (a)(i) and one examiner 
commented that this approach was less successful.

b) Most candidates were able to choose an appropriate extract, most commonly Curley’s 
wife’s dream. This was particularly successful as candidates were able to explore Curley's 
wife's regret at not following her dream and now being stuck on a ranch with a man she 
doesn't love – 'coulda' been in the movies', ' I coulda made somethin' of myself', 'I don' 
like Curley'. Candidates tended to focus on the desire for material items with the repeated 
reference to clothes. Candidates commented on how her words 'tumbled out in a passion' 
and what this showed about her life. Candidates also often commented on the blame 
Curley's wife put on her mum. 

Strong responses commented on the naivety of Curley's wife and how, even though she 
was in a better financial position than the ranch workers, she still wasn't content. Other 
choices included when Candy joins in on the dream and when George shoots Lennie. Most 
candidates found some sensible things to say about their chosen extract with some attempt 
to address language and techniques. 

More secure responses were well-focused with some developed comments on language and 
techniques and comments on individual words. Weaker responses tended to be narrative 
and missed references to language. A small number of candidates used multiple extracts 
across the whole novella.
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This is a successful response to Question 5(a)(ii).
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There is sound understanding of the extract and the writer’s ideas, with appropriate reference to the  
text to support the comments made. Band 5, 13 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should pick out individual words or short phrases to comment on, and focus on  
the writer’s techniques and the effects that these have on the reader. 

Examiner Tip
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This is another response to Question 5(a)(ii).

The response shows generally sound understanding of the ideas in the text but within a narrow range.  
It is not sufficiently developed for the highest band. Band 4, 10 marks.

Examiner Comments

A wider range of points and more developed comments would have moved this response into Band 5.

Examiner Tip
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This is another response to Question 5(a)(ii).
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A wide range of points from the extract should be covered in the response.

Examiner Tip

The response covers some relevant points but within a narrow range.  
It fulfils all band 3 criteria, 8 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This is a successful response to Question 5b.
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The response is sound, with clear references to the text to support comments made. Engagement  
with ideas and language is sustained throughout the response. Band 5, 24 marks.

Examiner Comments

Note how the candidate has selected appropriate quotations and clearly explained the effects of  
individual words and phrases.

Examiner Tip
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This is a response to Question 5b.
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Candidates should refer closely to the text to support comments made on the writer’s 
language and its intended effects. Candidates should be careful not to slip into narration. 

Examiner Tip

There is generally sound understanding of ideas and mostly  
clear references to the text. There is also a tendency towards  
narrative in places. Band 4, 18 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This is a response to Question 5b.
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There is some understanding of the text but only one specific reference.  
Band 3, 12 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should pick out individual words or short phrases to comment on,  
and focus on the writer’s techniques and the effects that these have on the reader. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
Rani and Sukh

There were too few responses to this text to permit any general comment.

Question 7
Riding the Black Cockatoo

There were no responses to this text.

Question 8
To Kill a Mockingbird

There were not many responses to this text.

Examiners who marked responses to Question 8 commented that they were generally very 
good and that these candidates could have been entered for the higher tier.

a(ii) Candidates commented on how Dill is boastful about being able to read – 'I can read'. 
Particularly strong responses explored what this might suggest about Dill beyond the fact 
that he was showing off. Many commented on Dill's physical appearance - ‘I’m little but I’m 
old’, ‘snow white hair’, ‘cowlick’ and ‘duck fluff’. Points were also made about how he feels 
when questioned about his father and how Jem becomes more positive about Dill as the text 
continues – 'found acceptable'.

b) Examiners commented that responses to this part were strong and focused on language. 
Extracts chosen included when Dill dares Jem to touch the side of Boo Radley's house, Dill’s 
response to the treatment of Tom Robinson in the trial, and Dill’s running away from home 
to the Finches.

Question 9
End of year celebration

 AO4 (i) and (ii) Content and ideas:

 The topic was accessible and all candidates including the weaker ones had something to 
say. Many candidates had appropriate ideas. Some examiners commented that the prom 
was a prevalent choice but others were more imaginative. Other options included parties, 
theme park visits, and occasionally visits abroad. Better responses had a sense of audience 
and purpose with clear paragraphing often helped by evidence of planning. Generally 
candidates were aware of audience and purpose and were able to use an appropriate 
register with a range of rhetorical techniques. Some examiners commented that candidates 
seemed to enjoy the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to persuade. Some did not 
adopt the correct form and wrote a letter despite offering reasonably well developed 
responses. 

Weaker responses did not have a strong or consistent sense of audience and purpose 
and sometimes weak language controls. Weaker responses tended to be brief, often 
lacking paragraphs and clear development of ideas. Examiners commented on the lack of 
paragraphs in responses that were otherwise quite organised.

AO4(iii) (Spelling, punctuation and grammar):

Better candidates were able to use accurate punctuation and spelling. Weaker candidates 
had problems with accuracy – missing basic
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punctuation, poor spelling and grammar. Some candidates missed out full stops and 
capital letters despite being able to spell complex words. Some examiners did comment on 
improvements in spelling, punctuation and grammar this series.

This is a response to Question 9.
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This is another response to Question 9.

There is a generally sound grasp of audience and purpose but persuasion is not strong. There is control  
but not quite the crafting of a band 5 response. Structure is clear and paragraphing is sound. Band 4,  
12 marks. There are only occasional errors. Band 3, 7 marks.

Examiner Comments

Think about how to develop ideas and think about how to demonstrate a secure  
sense of audience and purpose by using a range of writing techniques.

Examiner Tip
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Ideas are expressed and developed appropriately, although the response is presented as a letter.  
There is a clear text structure, with controlled paragraphing. Band 5, 14 marks. The writing is mostly  
accurate. Band 3, 8 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should make sure they use the correct form for the task.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
Staying in education or training until 18

Examiners commented that responses for this question seemed to be better than those for 
Question 9. It was also the more popular choice.

AO4 (i) and (ii) Content and ideas:

The majority of candidates produced relevant ideas. There were some varying levels of 
formality but on the whole candidates wrote appropriately for the audience and used a letter 
layout. Ideas in favour of the rule tended to focus on acquiring more qualifications and being 
able to get a better job. Ideas against the rule centred on freedom of choice and students 
being bored and possibly disrupting lessons if they were forced to stay on in education. 
Quite a few candidates also commented on how crime levels would increase if this rule 
wasn't in place.

Better responses were able to give succinct arguments for and against, and often gave 
extremely insightful and thought-provoking reasons for their opinions. Weaker responses 
often lacked ideas, were repetitive or muddled or lacked register. Several examiners 
commented on the lack of paragraphs in otherwise organised responses.

AO4(iii): Spelling, punctuation and grammar:

Similar points were made by examiners to those on Question 9.

This is a successful response to Question 10. 
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Candidates should think carefully about the register they choose so that their writing  
has a clear sense of audience and purpose.

Examiner Tip

This is an appropriate and sustained response, which has a clear sense of purpose and audience. Band 5,  
16 marks. There is some control of a range of punctuation but there are errors. Band 2, 6marks.

Examiner Comments
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This is a response to Question 10.

Candidates should develop their ideas sufficiently. Planning a response will help to develop  
appropriate ideas. 

Examiner Tip

The ideas are sometimes appropriate, although lacking in development and depth.  
There is some grasp of audience and purpose but the brevity of the response limits the  
evidence of control or crafting. Band 3, 8 marks. The writing is mostly accurate within a  
limited range. Band 3, 7 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
On the whole candidates responded positively to the texts and tasks. They seemed well 
prepared for the tasks and made some attempts to comment on the writer’s techniques, 
although not always successfully.

On the writing tasks, candidates responded enthusiastically to the topics, although some 
candidates did not develop their ideas sufficiently. Most candidates adopted a reasonably 
appropriate register. Many candidates were able to organise their ideas and structure their 
responses competently and there was some improvement in spelling although there are still 
problems with accurate punctuation.

Section A

Based on their performance in this section, candidates are advised to:

•	 make sure they clearly identify the chosen word or phrase and correctly name the 
language features for part (a)(i)

•	 focus on the whole extract for part (a)(ii)

•	 carefully choose a relevant second extract for part (b) and make sure it is not too long 
or from several parts of the book

•	 keep focus on the task for part (b) – do not slip into narration

•	 keep focusing on the writer's language by selecting appropriate examples and try to 
comment on the writer's intended effects.

Section B

Based on their performance in this section, candidates are advised to:

•	 plan their work

•	 write in the appropriate form and register with a clear sense of audience and purpose

•	 focus on expressing their ideas clearly

•	 organise their writing clearly and use appropriate paragraphing

•	 use punctuation accurately.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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