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Introduction
Candidates engaged with the texts and understood the ideas and themes. They
produced some lively responses to the writing tasks with some interesting ideas.
In Section A the overwhelming majority of candidates chose to respond to Q5.
In Section B the majority of candidates chose Q9.
Despite advice given in previous reports it was still the case that some candidates
wrote their Section B (Writing) response immediately after their Section A response,
whilst others wrote Section A part (b) responses in the Section B (Writing) section of
the answer book.

Section A (Reading)
Part (a)(i)
This short question requires candidates to focus on specific language features, either
grammatical features such as parts of speech, or devices such as imagery or sound
effects. Most candidates followed the rubric in offering their own examples from the
given extract from their chosen text. A few lost a mark by copying the one given as
an example. Comparatively few gained 3 marks. Those who did showed accurate
knowledge of the appropriate technical terms. However, their performance on this
question did not necessarily correlate at all closely with their responses elsewhere on
the paper.
Some candidates on part (a)(i) attempted to explain or comment on their chosen
features, despite the example given. There was some vagueness in terminology, e.g.
‘aural imagery’ which sometimes made it difficult for examiners to accurately award
marks.

Part (a)(ii)
Candidates generally engaged well with the given extracts, although they often
missed opportunities to focus on language.
Despite the fact that candidates had the opportunity to refer directly to the given
extract, not all candidates dealt well with this question, although there were a good
number of responses which showed a sound command of the extract. Less successful
answers were too brief or repetitive. It is important that candidates note the mark
allocation and realise that very brief responses, e.g. a few lines, cannot possibly
achieve the higher mark ranges.
More able candidates were able to make focused comments on the range of the
writer’s techniques and make relevant connections. Many candidates were able to
comment on the writer’s use of language and to recognise the techniques employed,
although they did not always provide sufficient comment on these connecting them to
the ideas and themes. Less able candidates did not engage with the texts and there
was little comment on language and techniques, and responses were often brief and
undeveloped.

Part (b)
Candidates were generally successful in identifying an appropriate extract for
comment and more successful responses focused closely on the writer’s techniques.
However, this section was less well done than part (a)(ii) as candidates tended simply
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to re-tell the plot or generally drift into narration without the close focus on
techniques that are required.
A few candidates ignored the rubric and wrote about the given extract rather than
choosing a new one.

Section B (Writing)
Candidates produced some lively and enthusiastic responses to the tasks and, despite
some weak language controls, they often presented their ideas persuasively. More
successful responses wrote with clear, developed ideas, a good sense of the
appropriate register and accurate spelling and punctuation. Less successful responses
were often brief, with unclear or undeveloped ideas and poor language controls. Many
examiners commented on improvements in spelling.
The use of planning often helped focus the candidates’ responses and those
candidates who followed the bullet points often were able to structure their responses
successfully.
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Section A
Question 1
Touching the Void
There were very few responses to this question. Where candidates did attempt the
question they were able to attempt part (a)(i) and part (a)(ii) but could not identify
another extract for part (b) which suggests they had not selected the correct
question.

Question 2
Anita and Me
There were no responses to this question.

Question 3
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress
There were very few responses to this text.
3(a): There was some evidence of an understanding of language but a tendency to
rely too heavily on quotations.
3(b): Reference was made to relevant extracts occasionally but examiners did
comment that some responses did not attempt this section suggesting perhaps that
candidates had chosen the wrong question.

Question 4
Heroes
4(a): Candidates understood the relationship between Francis and Nicole. The
passage provided a good range of language uses and more able candidates were able
to discuss them quite well. Many candidates displayed a good knowledge of the text.
More able candidates were able to identify and discuss language features although
examiners commented that there tended to be a lack of focus on language.
4(b): Candidates mostly made suitable choices of a second passage. More able
candidates were able to discuss language but there was a tendency to narrate and
therefore a loss of focus on the writer’s techniques.
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This is from the beginning of a candidate's response to Q4(a)(ii).
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examiner comment
The candidate shows a generally sound grasp of the passage with
awareness of the difficulties of the relationship between Francis and
Nicole. There is generally sound understanding of the writer's
techniques and how they contribute to the presentation of ideas. The
response was given a mark of 11/13, at the top of Band 4.
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examiner tip
Closer focus on the writer's use of language by selecting and
commenting on individual words and their effects would have been
needed to achieve Band 5.

This is from the middle section of a candidate's response to part 4(b) focusing on
Chapter 14, where Francis confronts Larry.

8

GCSE English Language 5EN2F 01

examiner comment
The choice the extract is appropriate, although perhaps rather long.
There is generally sound understanding of the passage and the
candidate attempts to engage with the language although sometimes
the comments are descriptive rather than analytical. The response was
given 15/24, just into Band 4.
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examiner tip
Comment on the effects the writer's techniques have, rather than
describing what the writer has said e.g. the comment on pathetic
fallacy, although valid, could have been more focused on individual
words.

Question 5
Of Mice and Men
This was the most popular question in Section A.
5(a): There were some fairly sound responses to this extract, with candidates making
reasonably clear references to the writer’s techniques and language choices.
Comments on the build up of tension, Candy’s feelings and the oppressive silence
were often reasonably developed and there was some focus on language. Some
candidates used part (a)(i) as a step into the question but this only really worked if
the techniques had been correctly identified in part (a)(i).
5(b): Most candidates were able to choose an appropriate extract – e.g. Curley’s
wife’s death, Lennie’s death or Lennie’s fight with Curley – and found some sensible
things to say, with some attempt to address language and techniques. More
successful responses used a similar technique to their response to part (a)(ii) to
produce well focused responses, with some developed comments on language and
techniques. However, quite a lot of responses to this section tended to be narrative,
missed references to language and did not connect the effects of techniques and
ideas.There was some use of lengthy quotations with no explanation and some
candidates chose very long extracts for comment. There were some quite brief
responses to this section which cannot be successful given the larger mark allocation
for this question.
There appreared to be a mis-match in the level of response to part (a)(ii) and part
(b), with a clear focus on the text and language in part (a)(ii), but a lack of reference
to the text and techniques in part (b). This might suggest poor time management or a
lack of ability to focus on the second part of the task.
This is a candidate's response to Q5(a)(i).
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examiner comment
The candidate scored 3 out of 3 for this response, correctly identifying
three parts of speech.

examiner tip
To obtain full marks, candidates should clearly identify the word or
phrase and correctly name the language feature being used. If a
phrase is chosen, the word or words referred to should be clearly
underlined.

This is a candidate's response to Q5(a)(ii).

examiner comment
This is a brief and limited response although there is an attempt at a
reasonable point about Slim. It was given a mark of 3 out of 13, a low
Band 2 response.

examiner tip
Candidates should choose a number of examples from the extract to
help them to write a more detailed response. Limiting their response to
one aspect will not provide sufficient material to comment on.

GCSE English Language 5EN2F 01

11

This is a more successful response to Q5(a)(ii).
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examiner comment
Although the response is limited to three references, there is a sound
understanding of techniques and effects. The candidate has
commented on the effects of individual words. It was awarded 12 out
of 13, a secure Band 5 response.

examiner tip
Candidates should pick out individual words or short phrases to
comment on, and focus on the writer's techniques and the effects that
these have on the reader.
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This is the opening of a response to Q5(b).
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examiner comment
The focus on the extract where Curley fights Lennie is a suitable one.
Some reasonable points are made, although there is a slight tendency
to narrate. It was awarded 14 out of 24, a top Band 3 response.

examiner tip
Candidates should focus on identifying relevant quotations and
commenting on the writer's language, rather than re-telling the content
of the chosen extract.

This is a candidate's response to Q5(b).
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examiner comment
The response is sound and clear, at the upper end of what is to be
expected on this tier. Writing about the scene where the body of
Curley’s wife is discovered, the candidate deals well with the language
at word level and uses embedded quotations in an appropriate way.
The response was awarded 24 out of 24, the top of Band 5.

examiner tip
Note how the candidate had selected appropriate quotations and clearly
explained the effects of individual words and phrases.

Question 6
Rani and Sukh
There were a small number of responses to this text in this series.
6(a): Some responses made valid language comments on the given extract but there
were also responses with an over-reliance on plot and narrative rather than a focus on
language.
6(b): The football match was quite a popular choice for the second extract but many
candidates tended to narrate and lose focus on the language and techniques.

Question 7
Riding the Black Cockatoo
There were no responses to this question.

Question 8
To Kill a Mockingbird
There were a small number of responses to this question.
8(a): Most candidates picked up on Scout and Jem’s discomfort and were able to
discuss the language. There were some successful responses that considered how the
atmosphere was conveyed and some comments on colloquial language which showed
an appreciation of the context of the novel.
8(b): The most common choice of extract was the court scene but a lack of
development and reference to the text limited responses.

GCSE English Language 5EN2F 01

17

Section B
Question 9: Designer brands
The majority of candidates chose this question.

AO4(i) and (ii) (Content and ideas)
Many candidates had interesting ideas about the importance (or otherwise) of
designer brands and some identified peer pressure and bullying as reasons why young
people want to spend money on brand names. There were examples of personal
viewpoints presented persuasively and with clarity. More successful responses had a
sense of audience and purpose with clear paragraphing often helped by evidence of
planning. The bullet points also helped the candidates structure their responses. Less
successful responses did not have a strong or consistent sense of audience and
purpose and lost focus on the task, sometimes commenting on mobile phones or
computer games. Less successful responses tended to be brief, often lacking
paragraphs and clear development of ideas.

AO4(iii) (Spelling, punctuation and grammar)
At the top of the range, candidates often accurately used punctuation marks such as
exclamation marks and speech marks (for quoted interviews). However, on less
successful scripts spelling and punctuation were often poor, e.g. the mis-spelling of
‘clothes’ as ‘cloths’. Also there were problems with sentence structure and some
random use of capital letters.

18
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This is a response to Q9.

examiner comment
The candidate’s response is brief and undeveloped, although a few
valid points are made. There is a lack of paragraphing to help organise
the ideas. There are a number of errors, especially in the spelling. It
was awarded 6 out of 16 for AO4(i) and (ii), Band 2, and 3 out of 8 for
AO4(iii), Band 1.
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examiner tip
Candidates should plan their responses so they have enough to say and
organise their writing into paragraphs.

This is the second part of a more successful response to Question 9.
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examiner comment
A clearly constructed response, showing an appropriate register for
such an article. There is a definite sense of purpose and the writing is
lively. There are occasional slips in accuracy but these do not detract
from the quality of the response. This was awarded 16 out of 16 for
AO4(i) and (ii), the top of Band 5, and 8 out of 8 for AO4(iii), the top of
Band 3.
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examiner tip
Candidates should think carefully about how to organise their response
and the register chosen so that their writing has a clear sense of
audience and purpose.

Question 10: School or college council application
AO4(i) and (ii) (Content and ideas)
Candidates who chose this question often had quite strong ideas to support their
application. There were lists of amazing personal qualities that candidates offered but
some concentrated on the problems in the institution without offering any solutions.
There was some evidence of good speech writing skills, not just in the greeting and
sign off, but also in the use of rhetorical questions, lists of three and direct address.
However, the requirement for a speech caused problems with less able candidates,
who either wrote an essay or used a letter format. A number of responses lacked
suitable introductions and conclusions. More successful responses used the bullet
points to help them structure their responses. There were some very brief responses
which were not able to develop their ideas sufficiently.

AO4(iii) (Spelling, punctuation and grammar)
Similar points were made by examiners to those on Q9.
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Here are the opening paragraphs of a response to Q10.

examiner comment
The ideas about representing a school council are reasonable and
generally appropriate. The argument could have been more developed,
however. There are errors in spelling, although words such as ‘wanna’
may be seen as an attempt to find a suitable register for a speech. The
response was awarded 11 for AO4(i) and (ii), mid Band 4, and 6 for
AO4(iii), top of Band 2.

GCSE English Language 5EN2F 01

23

examiner tip
Think about how a plan would have helped to develop ideas. Checking
your work through carefully at the end will help to correct errors.

This response has a plan and the opening paragraphs for Q10.
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examiner comment
This is a spirited response to the task, in which the candidate adopts a
suitable stance for addressing peers and gives a number of ideas about
how the role would be carried out. There is a clear sense of audience
and purpose. The writing is mostly accurate, but punctuation marks are
sometimes omitted where they would be helpful. Spelling is accurate.
It was awarded 14 out of 16 for AO4 (i) and (ii), Band 5, and 7 out of 8
for AO4(iii), Band 3.

examiner tip
Notice how the plan has helped the candidate to structure a clear
response and how the candidate has adopted a suitable tone, e.g. in
the third paragraph, to address the audience.
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Paper summary
Candidates engaged well with the ideas and themes of the texts studied. They seemed
better prepared for the tasks and made some attempts to comment on the writer’s
techniques, although not always successfully.
On the writing tasks, the enthusiasm with which some candidates wrote was evident,
although some candidates did not develop their ideas sufficiently. Candidates’ ability
to organise their ideas and structure their responses was commendable and there was
an improvement in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Section A
Based on their performance in this section, candidates are advised to:
●

make sure they clearly underline the chosen word/phrase for part (a)(i)

●

correctly identify the language features for part (a)(i)

●

focus on the whole extract for part (a)(ii)

●

carefully choose a second extract for part (b) and make sure it is not too long

●

keep focus on the task for part (b) – do not slip into narration

●

keep focusing on language and techniques and how effective the language is in
influencing their views of the writer’s presentation of ideas and themes.

Section B
Based on their performance in this section, candidates are advised to:
●

plan their work

●

write in the appropriate register with a clear sense of audience

●

focus on expressing their ideas clearly

●

try to develop their ideas so their responses are not simply a list of points

●

focus on accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar

●

give themselves time to check through their writing for errors.
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