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Instructions

The assignment brief should be given to students at the beginning of their 
preparatory period for Unit 3. Students should be given the opportunity to 
explore the potential of the assignment brief and consider which of the options 
they wish to pursue.

Students can be examined in one of the following options.
A	 Performance devised by the students from a stimulus chosen by the centre 

and related to the assignment brief. 
B	 Performance of a complete short published play.
C	 Performance of an extract from a full length published play.
D	 Performance of an adaptation of a selection of scenes from a full length 

published play.
E	 Performance based on a full length published play using some of the original 

text with additional devised work based on the situations and roles in the 
original text.

F	 Performance of a Theatre in Education piece to a target audience. 
G	 Performance based on the assignment brief that can include devised work 

plus existing play texts, poetry, song lyrics and factual material.

Students may offer either performing skills or a performance support skill.

This paper will be available on the Edexcel website each year 
on the last Monday in October.
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The Externally Set Assignment is worth 40% of the total mark for the qualification.

All students will present their work as either performers or performance support students 
in a single performance to an examiner appointed by Edexcel.

The examiner will visit the performance venue chosen by the centre. The examination 
will take place between 3rd February and 30th May at a date and time agreed by the 
centre and the examiner.

Students must work collaboratively as members of a performance group taking the role 
of either a performer or performance support student.

The group size must be between three and nine performers. Up to three performance 
support students can be assigned to any one performance group.

Performances must be up to a maximum of 45 minutes dependent on the size of the 
group.

Performers

Students offering performing skills will be assessed on four elements of performance:

•	 voice and movement
•	 roles and characterisation
•	 communication
•	 content, style and form.

Performance support

Students offering a performance support skill will be assessed on four elements of the 
support skill:

•	 justification of design decisions
•	 documentation
•	 realisation of design
•	 communication of the design in performance.

Students offering a performance support skill must offer one of the following options:

•	 lighting
•	 sound
•	 setting/props
•	 costume
•	 make-up/masks.
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The assignment brief

The assignment brief for 2014 is:

Contrast(s)

Discuss the theme with your teacher and make sure that you produce evidence within 
the performance that covers the four elements of the assessment requirements. 

You will need to organise yourself into a performance group that must be no less than 
three students and no more than nine students.

•	 A group of 3 performance students will perform for a maximum of 15 minutes.

•	 A group of 4–6 performance students will perform for a maximum of  
15–30 minutes.

•	 A group of 7–9 performance students will perform for a maximum of  
30–45 minutes.

You should reflect on the knowledge, skills and understanding that you have gained 
throughout the course and apply this to your preparation and rehearsal time for your 
practical examination.
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Teacher guidance

Teachers should advise their students as to which performance options to adopt in 
order for their performance skills or performance support skills to be demonstrated 
to advantage.

Teachers should offer guidance concerning relevant research and appropriate rehearsal 
techniques.

Teachers should offer guidance on the application of relevant aspects of the Programme 
of Study.

Teachers are expected to guide and/or direct their students during the rehearsal process.

Interpretation of the assignment brief

Centres may choose any published play that meets the assignment brief. 

The following are suggestions for scripted performance: 

William Shakespeare Midsummer Night’s Dream Contrast between the human 
and fairy worlds.

Alan Ayckbourn Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations Contrast between Ernie’s real life 
and his fantasy one.

Sophocles Antigone
Contrast between the reactions 
to their brothers’ deaths of 
Antigone and Ismene.

Carol Anne Duffy Beasts and Beauties Contrast between the different 
European tales and stories.

Willy Russell Blood Brothers Contrast between the lives of 
Mickey and Eddie.

Centres may choose any theme, topic or issue that meets the assignment brief.

The following are suggestions for possible approaches to the devised option: 

•	 Contrast between work and leisure
•	 Contrast between the seven ages of man
•	 Contrast between those who believe and those who do not
•	 Contrast between life before an event and life afterwards
•	� Contrast between innocence and experience.

A performance based on the assignment brief can include one or more of the 
performance support options to enhance the performance. Each performance support 
student must only offer one of the options in one performance.

For example
Lighting: contrast between general lighting and spotlights for individual monologues
Sound: contrast between music to create atmosphere and SFX to support narrative
Setting/props: contrast between a symbolic set and detailed authentic props
Costume: contrast of costumes to show different characters or groups
Make-up/masks: contrast of black and white make-up to show symbolic characterisation


