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There is no doubt at all about who won Thursday night's debate
so far as the viewers were concerned: Mick Clegg. Mo less than
five polls of a representative sample of viewers immediately
after the studio lights went down all found far more people
nominating Mr Clegg as the winner than either of his twa rivals.
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According to Populus, as many as 61 per cent reckaned Mr
zlegg the winner. Both ICM and YouGov found 51 per cent
thought he was best, Angus Reid gave him a more modest 46
per cent, while ComRes, who conducted the largest exercise of

all, contacting owver 4,000 viewers, put the figure at 43 per
cent.

Gordon Brown:

Was he a good PMT Yes or
Mo¥Share your opinion now!
wien SpringboardUlk . com
Related articles GoToMeeting™

Easy online training. Travel
lessdo more, Free Trial!
wieny  GoToMeeting.co.ulk

Tory hopefuls will pocket £500,000 if they become PM
Ainsworth condemns ‘nidiculous’ Lib Dem Trident policy
Andrew Grice: Clega's triumph could ultimately be Brown's too
Mew poll puts Lib Dems in second place

Forget the style, what about the substance: how they
perfarmed on the guestions that mattered most

John O'Farrell: &t last: a T talent show worth seeing
Armando Iannucch: The day I joined the DIY revolution and set
up my own police force

« Leading article: Finally, an electoral opening for three-party
politics

So, did the leaders get their facts right?

Howard Jacobson: How a leader can come along who seems to speak for a nation's hurt
Mevin's Notes (17/04/10)

Clegg basks in his place in the sun

Edgy Tories warn Cameron to step up attack on Clegg

He lost - but debate seen as a win

Lib Dems see danger as well as opportunity after TV success

Search the news archive for more stories

Equity Release Calculator
Uk*s No.1 Equity Release
SpecialistSee How Much You
izan Release Today,

wiene e yR S, oo, ulk/Equity -
Release

J:ll-ill"ll

Al five polls found that Mr Cameron came a poor second - on average he scored 24 per cent.
Mr Brown was a little further behind with an average rating of 19 per cent. The viewers'
judgement must have come as a considerable blow in particular to the Conservative leader,
given the widespread expectation in advance of the debate that he would win.

mMare impartantly, Mr Clegg won among those who told the pollsters before the debate they
were undecided about what to do on 6 May. For example, the large panel interviewed by
ComRes found that 45 per cent of "floating voters" reckoned the Lib Dem leader had won, a
picture confirmed by the other polls.

mMr Clegg's performance does seem to have persuaded many of the "undecideds" to back his
party. Forty per cent of the undecided =aid they are now inclined to vote Lib Dem. Only 20
per cent stated they might now vote Labour and just 18 per cent the Conservatives.

Similarly in their smaller exercise among 1,000 viewers, Populus found that 74 per cent of the
undecideds =aid they were now more likely to vote Lib Dem, while only 8 per cent indicated
they were less likely to do =0,

mMr Clegg's appeal to the undecideds helps to explain why ComRes found that, overall, there
had been no less than a 14-point increase in Lib Dem support among viewers following the

debate. Even if the debate were not to have any impact on the four in five voters who did
not watch it for themselves, that switch is still potentially worth an extra 3 per cent of the
total vote,

But at this paint a little caution is in order. It 15 not surprising that immediately after being
impressed by the Lib Dem leader, some peaple say they are now inclined to switch to his
party. It needs, however, to be barne in mind that there are still three weeks and two
debates to go between now and paolling day.

The memory of Mr Clegg's performance on Thursday i1s bound to to fade - and could even be
erased - by what happens in subsequent debates, Thursday has created an opportunity for
the Lib Dems to gain momentum rather than an inevitable bonus in May.

How did Mr Clegg create this opportunity? According to Populus by persuading people that he

knows how to handle the country's problems while at the same time conveying the sense that

he is in touch with his fellow citizens, Apparent competence laced with a degree of empathy
- perhaps it reminded some of Tony Blair?

John Curtice s Professor of Poiftics, University of Strathclyde. He iz anhalvsing the opinion
poils for The Independent

One down, two to go: The debates to come

*Second Debate: Sky Mews, Bristol, Thursday 22 April, Bpm

Presented by Adam Boulton Topic: International affairs - Afghanistan, Iraqg, Iran, Middle East,
China, defence, international terrorism, the EU, climate change

Third debhate: BBC One Midlands, Thursday 29 April, 8.30pm Presented by David Dimblehy

Topic: Economy - financing of public services, tax, debt, fiscal policy, recession, recowvery,
banking and finance, business, pensions, jobs
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