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Introduction

This report is designed to give feedback and guidance to teachers and candidates by commenting
on each question on the paper and how it was handled and then in addition providing
exemplified responses from candidates in the 2025 series.

This report can be used for general reference and as a teaching and learning aid in the classroom.
Comments and tips are designed to help candidates and centres understand the overall
assessment approach, as well as identifying tips for improvement.

Paper One is marked out of 80. It comprises multiple-choice questions, three six-mark questions
with all marks based on Assessment Objective (AO)2. There are two longer responses, questions
(Q)07(d) and Q08 - worth 12 and 15 marks respectively, both based on AO3.

There are four sections, the first three Sections A, B and C follow the first three themes on the
specification and Section D covers contemporary issues in society. The aim is to engage young
people with current events in society so that they can understand and appreciate major issues
that have an impact on everyone. The hope is that they can become more active and informed
citizens for the 21st century.

As always, there are trends that emerge after all the marking is complete and this report aims to
share those findings to support teaching and learning.
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Question 1(c)
The first thing to note is that this is a 4-mark question and asks for two reasons.

The mark scheme as usual demands both identification of a point and then to secure the second
mark there has to be some development or enhancement of that point. This two-step approach is
important not only here but for many questions on Citizenship papers.

The better answers took this two-step approach for each of the reasons developed and so were
able to gain full marks. Responses often discussed creating a sense of belonging and of cultural
understanding. Some discussed self-interest ('if | show you respect, then you will show me
respect’).

Some answers saw respect as a means of reducing threats posed by crime. Others developed the
theme of tolerance, which was engineered if people show respect.

A common line of weakness was that some answers offered two closely-related ideas. It was
sometimes difficult to decide if they were different or virtual restatements of similar points.

Some answers wasted time by explaining the nature of the UK's diversity, rather than
concentrating on the importance of respect.

(c) Explain two reasons why respect is necessary in a diverse society like the UK.
(4)

1 Q\E—ﬁgﬂd&bbh&ﬁtﬁf)mrvﬂ.sblza,L\.aws-m-Peaflﬂ
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....c.a.mm..n.._n.d..k:....L.a..........I._.‘n..',.5............L,s..........i,.m..P.a.c.h..a..n.k...........ab ...... choallows. mace
%rtt&,am%ora‘a\xara\mﬁxprzss{:hemse{.ues
mkhmkkke.%m{ogbka,mgwkmm ________________________________________________
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Here, there are two detailed definitions. Note how each point is developed and enhanced to
gain full marks.

Total: 4 marks

P O ('u )
(c) Explain two reasons why respect is necessary in a diverse society like the UK.
(4)
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i{ < ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This is an example of a tendency amongst some candidates to repeat the same point.

Total: 2 marks

.-"'. \-
A

- 'f \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

When asked for two points or examples, make sure they are different and distinct.
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Question 1(d)

Most responses were able to gain at least one mark.

The key to success was not only to define freedom of speech but to link that to show how it was a
benefit for democracy.

Answers generally identified the freedom to:

* say what you want
« criticise actions/decisions of government and other organisations
+ play a part in the democratic system - a right
* protest
+ express/develop new ideas and perspectives
Some candidates commented on freedom from censorship. However, there were answers that

recycled very similar or closely-related ideas. Some wasted time with unnecessary development
or explanation, instead of giving two simple statements.

Ensure that all aspects of the question are covered: a key fault-line in many answers was not
relating freedom of speech to a benefit relevant to democracy.

(d) Suggest two benefits of freedom of speech in a democracy.
(2)

1Evab6mmuo|C£Mr ..... epinions  clbout 4L
W@n%@h%wnhdpptopm ....... make..a.. csision  wken .

eeision e
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i{ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

There are two distinct aspects concerning the benefits of freedom of speech. Both are linked
to the benefits, which appertain to democracy.

Total: 2 marks
(d) Suggest two benefits of freedom of speech in a democracy.

1 ENEYQONE NOS. £reenaonn. Of..8 PELN ..
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i{ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

There is no connection and no relevant material in this response.

Total: 0 marks

(d) Suggest two benefits of freedom of speech in a democracy.
(2)
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N { ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

Here, the first point does not make a relevant link to freedom of speech and democracy. No
credit is given.

Only the second point is creditworthy.

Total: 1 mark
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Question 1(e)

This answer produced some very good responses and was a topic with which many candidates
were familiar.

Once again, note that the command is ‘explain”: candidates are required to define the point and
then enhance or develop it - another illustration of the two-step approach.

The most frequent responses were ‘equality before the law’ and the fact that the law applies in
the same way to everyone. There are no concessions for wealth, status or the association with
public office and official power.

Some answers took a wider view to the fairness of the legal system and that law triumphed above
all else, in order to show it was the rule of law not of an individual.

(e) Explain one principle of the rule of law.
(2)

il L D LD L2 QUL Pl B FHACRL T ER i
UL KR AT FHECXRA XD o PA R LG A2 R RLLE,
Al SITRER ke B A X D SOCSRMRL o G SRLA AN LM AT MR
L e S
LIS R =20 N A= - A= O A 0 £ 7 AN > TR o X =4 & S X SN S——

%?EoﬁmnowwhofNNKMOV?PQQ»*”C‘OLJHH_Q
(Total for Question 1 = 10 marks)
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_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response makes no connection to the meaning of what the rule of law covers and
therefore gains no marks. This is a long response but it is not the quantity that counts, but
the content.

Total: 0 marks

(e) Explain one principle of the rule of law.
(2)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
This response provides a clear definition and is accompanied by an enhanced explanation.

Total: 2 marks

A\
i

Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Note the need to develop a point when the question requests you to 'explain'.

(e) Explain one principle of the rule of law.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This only achieves one mark.

Total: 1 mark

"
/"’_ !
/z oy I|
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F

(M4 ResultsPlus

\_, Examiner Tip

Notice there is a definition but no realistic development of the principle.
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Question 2

All source questions on the paper require candidates to apply their knowledge to the facts that
are presented; it is never the task simply to re-state them. The facts are known: it is what the facts
mean in their wider sense that is required to be developed. Thus, the candidate needs to ask
themselves two points:

+ does the point | am making enhance or develop the source?

+ can | draw out the implications of the point and reason out any wider meaning?

So, for example, there is no credit or reward for simply stating the fact that English ability was
limited. The quest was to apply this knowledge and develop points such as the economic benefits
of improved English, and also the ability to integrate if they could speak with other residents in a
common language.

Many candidates did not seem to realise that they needed to add their own ideas to this topic.
Too often, answers largely recycled the passage. Many candidate seemed to think that all of the
details given in the passage were specific to Tower Hamlets.

Some answers spent too long explaining why and how the UK had a diverse population. However,
the better responses were able to apply the given information to a broader range of locations.

Many candidates were able to discuss the benefits of creating a sense of belonging and mutual
understanding/toleration. Some saw the benefits of action in reducing crime rates and others
discussed the benefits of different cultural festivals.
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2 Study Source A below and then answer the question opposite,

2

The source explains how local councils are improving community cohesion.

. e-*e"\“l\b{si
@*{2“3’;\-“’

-~

Source A Creative Communities - initiatives in Tower Hamlets

Local councils are keen to build up and develop a sense of belonging in
their communities. In the London borough of Tower Hamlets, the local
council has tried to build stronger communities given the profile of its
residents below:

44% were born outside the UK.

54% have lived in the area for less than 5 years.
4in 10 families live below the poverty line.
Households are experiencing rising inequality.

For a large minority English is not their first language.

The issues faced by Tower Hamlets are quite common across the UK,
Therefore, to provide better community relations local councils have
provided the following:

Activities to connect people from different backgrounds.

Support to provide opportunities for all.

Classes for migrants who have limited ability in English.

The removal, where possible, of barriers to learning.

A wide variety of festivals to celebrate different cultures.
Additional support for residents new to tﬁe UK in the last 10 years.

GCSE Citizenship Studies 1CS0 01
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T e 2

Explain why local councils in inner cities, such as Tower Hamlets, should work to
improve community cohesion.

(6)
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(Total for Question 2 =-j 6 marks)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response receives full marks.

It develops from the points in the source both by enhancement and introduces new own
knowledge, which supplements the facts.

The theme of inclusion is particularly strong in this response.

Total: 6 marks

2 Study Source A below and then answer the question opposite.

The source explains how local councils are improving community cohesion.

4 ™

Source A Creative Communities - initiatives in Tower Hamlets

Local councils are keen to build up and develop a sense of belonging in
their communities. In the London borough of Tower Hamlets, the local
council has tried to build stronger communities given the profile of its
residents below:

«  44% were born outside the UK.

« 54% have lived in the area for less than 5 years.

+ 4in 10 families live below the poverty line.

« Households are experiencing rising inequality.

« For a large minority English is not their first language.

The issues faced by Tower Hamlets are quite common across the UK.
Therefore, to provide better community relations local councils have
provided the following:

« Activities to connect people from different backgrounds.
+  Support to provide opportunities for all.

+ Classes for migrants who have limited ability in English.

+ The removal, where possible, of barriers to learning.

+ A wide variety of festivals to celebrate different cultures.

« Additional support for residents new to the UK in the last 10 years.

GCSE Citizenship Studies 1CS0 01
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Explain why local councils in inner cities, such as Tower Hamlets, should work to
improve community cohesion.
(6)

WHSMMmlhtompmvammwmg .............
mh&ﬁon A2, 0OQK L. AN SOy SN
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a level below the previous answer.

It is not fully developed and makes correct generic comments. It does not fully-enhance the

facts and introduces no new own knowledge.

Total: 4 marks

2 Study Source A below and then answer the question opposite.

The source explains how local councils are improving community cohesion.

' i
Source A Creative Communities - initiatives in Tower Hamlets
Local councils are keen to build up and develop a sense of belonging in
their communities. In the London borough of Tower Hamlets, the local
council has tried to build stronger communities given the profile of its
residents below:
+  44% were born outside the UK.
« 54% have lived in the area for less than 5 years.
« 4in 10 families live below the poverty line,
« Households are experiencing rising inequality.
« For a large minority English is not their first language.
The issues faced by Tower Hamlets are quite common across the UK.
Therefore, to provide better community relations local councils have
provided the following:
« Activities to connect people from different backgrounds.
« Support to provide opportunities for all.
+ Classes for migrants who have limited ability in English.
« The removal, where possible, of barriers to learning.
« A wide variety of festivals to celebrate different cultures.
+ Additional support for residents new to the UK in the last 10 years. )
A
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Explain why local councils in inner cities, such as Tower Hamlets, should work to
improve community cohesion.
(6)
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\( /i ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The major question to ask here is what contribution does this candidate make beyond the
bare facts of the source?

The response is too source-dependent and is placed in Level 1.

Total: 2 marks

GCSE Citizenship Studies 1CS0 01
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Question 3(a)
A minority of candidates understood the role of a Whip in Parliament.

The mark scheme is quite extensive on the scope and remit of the role of a Whip - and only one
of these needed clarification. However, the most common response was that Whips ensure order
in Parliament.

It was apparent that this role has not been covered well. Whips are central to the functioning and
operation of Parliament - in both Houses.

3 (a) Name one of the roles carried out by whips in Parliament.

TLebeﬁSM/"]Pswkmlmw%Haf-r
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N

~ < ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments
A simple but clear description of one of the many roles of a Whip, this being the most

common.

Total: 1 mark

GCSE Citizenship Studies 1CS0 01
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Question 3(b)

We return to the two-step process - to identify two differences between referendums and
elections and then secondly, in each case, to explain that difference.

Again, it was a minority of candidates that did this with complete success. Many confused the
purpose and scope of each. Examples did help at times, but these were not frequent.

A considerable number took each difference point in the examination paper and then described
in turn a referendum and then in the next space depicted an election. This worked at times - but
only if the two details contained an actual difference, as the question demanded. This in many
ways confirms an established trend that candidates’ weakest area is on Theme B.

(b) Explain two differences between an election and a referendum.

(4)
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2 ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Two differences are detailed here in each section and the supporting exemplification is
excellent.

Total: 4 marks

{b) Explain two differences between an election and a referendum.
(4)
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_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response has no tangible sense of accuracy and is largely confused.

Total: 0 marks

(b) Explain't\-no differences between an electi‘0n and a referendum.
(4)
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N { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response begins well with the first difference but has no correct information in the
second point.

Total: 2 marks

GCSE Citizenship Studies 1CS0 01
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Question 3(c)

This was a straightforward question, asking for three taxation methods of extracting tax by the
central government on citizens.

The vast majority of candidates could readily name three taxes. A common mistake was to cite
council tax as an example: this was incorrect because this is a tax levied and retained by local
government.

The examples provided were wide, the most common being income tax and national insurance.
However, many cited the recent use of tariffs and the introduction of the sugar tax as
contemporary examples.

(c) Suggest three taxes central government might use to raise income.

3Tq.,x, ............ on...... Lm@arkt&,q‘aad& ................................................................
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/ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Three methods of taxation from the central government.

Total: 3 marks

(c) Suggest three taxes central government might use to raise income.

. Lv i ot fon o

o dedibd,
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/ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

No marks are given here.

Total: 0 marks

(c) Suggest three taxes central government might use to raise income.
(3)

Counci\ kax
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Here, the common mistake was to assume that council tax was a central government tax.

Total: 2 marks

GCSE Citizenship Studies 1CS0 01
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Question 4(d)

At its core, this was a question that asked how citizens benefit from having a constituency
Member of Parliament (MP). It was hoped, given the profile of MPs in the specification and with
local knowledge, candidates would appreciate the scope of an MP's work in the community.

Keeping in mind the fact that all 6-mark source questions are based on AO2, that is, the
application of knowledge not its repetition, it was still the case that the majority of responses
simply repeated the source in reply. They could not connect their response with personal insights

of local MPs. Few could connect events with which their local MP had been involved.

Having made this criticism, there were answers that did make a meaningful connection and

added value and scope to the narrative of the source.

Centres are encouraged to address this aspect of the Specification.

Study Source B below and then answer part (d).

The source examines the advahtages to citizens of having a constituency Member of
Parliament (MP).

Source B

MPs represent the area where they are elected: many MPs groduce newsletters
and websites to explain what they have done recently in Each MP
must be the voice for their constituents in the House of Commons.

The constituency role covers a range of functions. They must be a champion
and spokesperson for their constituency. This means dealing with problems
which arise and at the same time looking for opportunities for the constituency

to prosper. An MP will most likely attend local meetings where major decisions

are taken. The MP is seen as a leader for the area,”and there is a need to be
involved and be seen by the local media.

Importantly MPs also act as a kind of social worker for all their constituents

- not just those who voted for them, but those who voted against them and

those who did not vote. There may be problems with benefits or access to
ublic services. There may be problems with schooling and health and other

aspects of an individual’s welfare. A constituency MP holds regular surgeries to

hear about and deal with these issues.

32
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(d) Explain how citizens in a constituency benefit by having an MP.
1]

gmu_ .......... Hr\fﬁ ...... _thf’ Qcke..as a. leades, 'mg, AAAGM......

(6)
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_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response enhances and develops from the points in the source.
Level 3

Total: 6 marks

Study Source B below and then answer part (d).
The source examines the advantages to citizens of having a constituency Member of
Parliament (MP).

- A
Source B

MPs represent the area where they are elected: many MPs produce newsletters
and websites to explain what they have done recently in Parliament. Each MP
must be the voice for their constituents in the House of Commons.

The constituency role covers a range of functions. They must be a champion
and spokesperson for their constituency. This means dealing with problems
which arise and at the same time looking for opportunities for the constituency
to prosper. An MP will most likely attend local meetings where major decisions
are taken. The MP is seen as a leader for the area - and there is a need to be
involved and be seen by the local media.

Importantly MPs also act as a kind of social worker for all their constituents

- not just those who voted for them, but those who voted against them and
those who did not vote. There may be problems with benefits or access to
public services. There may be problems with schooling and health and other
aspects of an individual’s welfare. A constituency MP holds regular surgeries to
Lhealr about and deal with these issues.
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(d) Explain how citizens in a constituency benefit by having an MP.
(6)

wmm%m#mm#mmw

MM’GMWMMMWWMWM
Wy pleansn Whad Uy Wame dovs recemiy us  (Total for Question 4 = 9 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 17 MARKS
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Examiner Comments

This is another example of a Level 3 response.
Level 3

Total: 5 marks

Study Source B below and then answer part (d).

The source examines the advantages to citizens of having a constituency Member of
Parliament (MP).

' ™

Source B

MPs represent the area where they are elected: many MPs produce newsletters
and websites to explain what they have done recently in Parliament. Each MP
must be the voice for their constituents in the House of Commons.

The constituency role covers a range of functions. They must be a champion

and spokesperson for their constituency. This means s
and at the same time
n MP will most likely attend local meetings where major decisions

are taken. The MP is seen as a leader for the area — and there is a need to be
involved and be seen by the local media.

portanty MPS o act a5 Kind of sodal worke or all their consttuets
- not just those who voted for them, but those who again and

those who did not vote. There may be problems with benefits or access to
public services. There may be problems with schooling and health and other
aspects of an individual’s welfare. A constituency MP holds regular surgeries to
hear about and deal with these issues.
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(d) Explain how citizens in a constituency benefit by having an MP.
(6)
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/--.. Examiner Comments
This response does not develop the detail and depth required for the highest level.

Level 2

Total: 3 marks
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Question 5(a)

The aim of this question was to identify how age restrictions, placed into law, help to protect
young people.

The mark scheme was quite extensive, and this covered the main restrictions that are in place.

A significant minority of candidates talked vaguely about the need to protect younger citizens but
had no tangible connection to any particular age restriction.

5 (a) Suggest two ways legal age limits protect young people.

1. R00X26A2, . X040 MO0 000, SOXIN... OAUGONURA 4. 4LOM...
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is an example of a generic response.

It does not connect either point to any age restrictions nor does it really apply to young
people.

Total: 0 marks

5 (a) Suggest two ways legal age limits protect young people.
(2}

1.Ag o consent (Ib) prodects young Peopd. Jeom
“hawing. sex.and. gedting Pregnant when dhoy arentt

mdﬁﬁmmhm;%wommllphgsfm\mnWIM&
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Examiner Comments

This response has two named age restrictions.
It notes how and why each is applicable and attempts to protect young people.

Total: 2 marks

5 (a) Suggest two ways legal age limits protect young people.
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Examiner Comments

This is another vague response that does not connect to the demands of the question.

Total: 0 marks
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Question 5(b)
On the whole, this question did not present a challenge and most candidates answered well.

The main problem faced by a huge number was simply to state ‘criminal’ or ‘civil' courts - these
are generic terms and do not specify any individual court that operates.

(b} Name three types of court in the UK.

......................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Here, although the terms civil and criminal are used, named courts that are selected and
applied, are correct.

Total: 3 marks

(b) Name three types of court in the UK,

...........................

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
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Examiner Comments

Another example of full marks: three named courts.

Total: 3 marks
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Question 5(c)

Once again, there is a two-step demand that required a definition, or, as here, an example and
then supplementary detail that clarifies the example given.

Only a definition means that only one mark is possible. A definition plus an explanation is the
route to full marks.

The most common benefits cited were speed and cost.

(c) Explain one advantage of using a tribunal to settle a civil dispute as an alternative
to the court system.

' Fine '
Uﬁk‘*jﬁ-*nwm!s-‘wc—sr’%ﬁ Lado s MR b T
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Examiner Comments

This response uses time as an advantage and explains how the time saved produces an
advantage.

Total: 2 marks

(c) Explain one advantage of using a tribunal to settle a civil dispute as an alternative
to the court system.
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Examiner Comments

There is some confusion here: the candidate is referring to criminal, as opposed to civil, law.

Total: 0 marks

(c) Explain one advantage of using a tribunal to settle a civil dispute as an alternative
to the court system.,
(2)

...Q)u.& ....... \ra.\\\n%ﬂv ....... d\a&- mw\ A«hﬁ-llﬁ ‘,..:AA» LP mm Q3
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Examiner Comments

Much is written here but no marks are given.

Total: 0 marks

(c) Explain one advantage of using a tribunal to settle a civil dispute as an alternative
to the court system.
(2)

admnméc;mwurehnm&bccpecnmawompmame
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Examiner Comments

There is enough explanation for both marks.

Total: 2 marks
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Question 6(b)

Many candidates still cannot differentiate between civil and criminal law. Unfortunately, this
summer series proved that fact once again.

All that was required was the need to offer a distinction for one mark and then for the second
mark to give a clear explanation of that difference. All too often was the response: ‘Criminal law is
more serious than civil law, for criminal law deals with murder but civil law deals with petty theft.’

There were other false avenues that candidates pursued. Thankfully many did point out a correct
difference, but these were only just in the majority.

Where there were clear examples that depicted the difference between civil and criminal law, it
was possible to gain credit. However, if a candidate only described either criminal or civil law it
was not possible to give marks, because no difference had been established.

(b) Explain one difference between criminal law and civil law.
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Examiner Comments

Here, there is a clear difference, which is explained.

Total: 2 marks

(b) Explain one difference between criminal law and civil law.

52
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Examiner Comments

Here again, full marks: the examples of where each section of the legal system operates is
clear.

Total: 2 marks

(b) Explain one difference between criminal law and civil law.
(2)

Licvoarn.etl . L @ao. i tl. LHOLE. DAL G MUrier
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Examiner Comments

Here, the candidate shows no appreciation of a difference.

Total: 0 marks

{b) Explain one difference between criminal law and civil law.
(2)

oty it Kerpng Crirutits (i9h) but o

H«M 0o by trken RO it neaesswj (For Lot
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This response is rather confused about providing any difference and does not even mention
civil law.

Total: 0 marks
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Question 6(c)

Here, it was really evident that a mere repetition of the source could not satisfy the demands of
the question.

Aspects of how the law operates in Singapore were to be contrasted with how aspects of the legal
system operate in the UK.

A repetition of only the law in Singapore as contained in the source would not make that
connection. One of the three 6-mark source questions always offers a global perspective, where
aspects of UK citizenship topics are compared. The aim is to apply the knowledge of the global
comparison with the situation in the UK. It is accepted that the law in Singapore will be noted but
the law as it contrasts in the UK is the crucial pivot.
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Study Source C below and then answer part (c).

Singapore is proud of the fact that it has a low rate of crime. The source explains UK
government advice to people travelling to Singapore.

' N

Source C

If you are involved with the police in Singapore, it is possible for you to be
detained without any notice for 48 hours with no access to a lawyer during that
period. Drug offences are treated very harshly with the death penalty being
available for any convicted drug traffickers; the death penalty is also applied for
any convicted murderer,

In Singapore many criminals are subject to physical punishment - caning -
which is being beaten with a stick. If a person is found drunk in a public place
there are heavy fines, and imprisonment and caning is common. Any act of
vandalism or graffiti is treated in a similar fashion. If found guilty of littering,
there are again heavy fines and caning. It is also likely that an offender will
have to clean up a locality wearing a luminous green jacket. The law does not
permit smoking until the age of twenty-one. The chewing of gum in Singapore
L is ilegal and carries a heavy fine.

(Source adapted from: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-
advice/singapore/local-laws-and-customs)

(c) Compare how the law operates in Singapore with the UK.

(6)

| mmﬂubma.g.&m e
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This response makes one clear point but the second is brief.
Enough just to reach Level 2.

Level 2

Total: 3 marks
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Study Source C below and then answer part (c).

Singapore is proud of the fact that it has a low rate of crime. The source explains UK
government advice to people travelling to Singapore.

r ~
Source C

If you are involved with the police in Singapore, it is possible for you to be
detained without

BEHBE Drug offences are treated very harshly with t na ng
available for any convicted drug traffickers; th&d;e also applied for
any convicted murderer.

In Singapore many criminals are subject to physical punishment —JSSRINg -
which is being beaten with a stick. If a person is found drunk in a public place
there are heavy fines, and imprisonment and caning is common. Any act of
vandalism or graffiti is treated in a similar fashion. If found guilty of littering,
there are again heavy fines and caning. It is also likely that an offender will
have to clean up a locality wearing a luminous green jac

The chewing of gum in Singapore

kls illegal and carries a heavy fine.

(Source adapted from: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-
advice/singapore/local-laws-and-customs)

(c) Compare how the law operates in Singapore with the UK.

Oﬂe,\lsloﬁ-‘t\\e,u\(l&w\sdlﬁrw-{:
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Examiner Comments

This response only makes one tangible point.

Level 1

Total: 2 marks
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Question 7(c)
Most candidates achieved at least one mark here - but many did not attain two.

The first point was the difficulty in achieving privacy, the second was the increased opportunities
for the breaches of privacy. However, many candidates were influenced by the presence of Article
8 from the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) - which did appear in both sources.
Each view drew a different inference relating to Article 8. There was not a common view formed
upon which both sources agreed.

(c) Analyse the sources to identify two areas on which there is agreement.
(2)

1.0k ety D (Ve . Seclety o5 ALsGCodks
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Examiner Comments

The two points are outlined here.

Total: 2 marks

(c) Analyse the sources to identify two areas on which there is agreement.
(2)

B ECHR. R
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Examiner Comments

Here, the first point concerning the ECHR is not an issue with which both sides of the source
agree.

Total: 1 mark

(c) Analyse the sources to identify two areas on which there is agreement.
(2)
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Examiner Comments

The two agreed points are detailed precisely.

Total: 2 marks

(c) Analyse the sources to identify two areas on which there is agreement.
(2)
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Again, this response only receives one mark because the point on Article 8 is not a point of
agreement in both sides of the source.

Total: 1 mark
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Question 7(d)

Alongside QO08, these two final questions together are worth 27 marks. This is a considerable
percentage of the marks on the paper.

Many candidates did not achieve their potential not because as here, in Q07(d), they did not
understand the conflict presented in the source, but they did not know how to structure a
successful response and address the binary feud.

Given that the question stem for Q07(d) remains unaltered on every paper, this is a core area on
which Centres can help and prepare their candidates. The candidate has to consider each view
and then provide a justification for which side they support the most. It gains little profit to imply
that both sides are fine and acceptable: one has to be made the victor.

Many candidates simply state, ‘l agree with the first source because ...." and then they turn to the
other side and say ‘I agree also with the other side because...". The key is to consider both sides,
but to state why one side is the stronger, and one is the weaker - a choice has to be made.

All too often, no side was supported clearly and validated. The marks are all AO3, that is, analysis
and evaluation. It is all about coming to a judgement. A candidate should not 'sit-on-the-fence'
but commit to one side, with relevant detail given to the opposing view.
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(d) Which view do you agree with more?

Explain your answer, referring to the differing arguments made in both parts of

the source.
(12)
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This response does not begin well; the candidate is not making a choice but trying to see
both sides. There are no marks for this.

Level 2

Total: 5 marks
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(d) Which view do you agree with more? 1 33 )2 b
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Explain your answer, referring to the differing arguments made in both parts of w*‘“ l
the source.
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Once again, this response does not come out strongly for either side. In the process, it loses
impetus and drive to attain AO3 marks.

Level 3

Total: 7 marks
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(d) Which view do you agree with more?

Explain your answer, referring to the differing arguments made in both parts of

the source.
(12)
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This is @ much better response and easily attains Level 4. Both sides are treated with rigour
and the response arrives at a conclusion - the core aim of the question. Level 4 Total: 11
marks
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Question 8
This question, like Q07(d), posed a binary challenge. Is the statement valid or invalid?

We are asked if local and central governments are providing adequate services in four areas:
welfare, health, elderly care and education. This did ignite the responses of many who readily
cited failures in welfare, an NHS under strain and not coping, elderly care homes not finding staff
and school buildings in disrepair, with teachers often cited as being under-paid.

As the mark scheme indicates, both sides of this debate needed to be aired. It did not have to be
a neat 50/50 split and often candidates argued more for the side they agreed with and supported
- but marks were restricted if both sides were not covered. This is a debate with a verdict
required, and both sides have to be considered.
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8 Localgovernment and central government are both fgiling to provide adequate
sguvices such aswwelfare, health, caieofitheelderly and egusation.

How far do you agree with this view?

Give reasons for you.ir opinion, showing that you have considered different views on
the topic.

0hnp (15)

In your answer, you could consider:
+ citizens and local. government
+ taxation and government spending.
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This response contains much detail and offers judgments and verdicts, which are essential
for the AO3 marks.

Level 4

Total: 13 marks
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8 Local government and central government are both failing to provide adequate
services such as welfare, health, care of the elderly and education.

How far do you agree wlth this view?

Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered different views on
the topic.

(15)

In your answer, you could consider:
. citizens and local government

+ taxation and government spending.
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/'--.t Examiner Comments

This is a well-written response and rich in good examples.

However, there is a major fault in that it only addresses one side of the debate. Reference to
the marking grid indicates that therefore it has to be in Level 2.

Level 2

Total: 6 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on the responses seen this year, candidates are offered the following advice:

In terms of subject content, Theme B, which covers ‘Democracy at work in the UK, is the
section that was the most challenging to candidates. This is a regular aspect of outcomes and
thus there is a need to revisit teaching and learning strategies. It is necessary to keep abreast
of current political events - especially general election results and changes in government

policy

All of the 6-mark source questions (Q02, Q04(d) and Q06(c)) are based on AO2 and if the
source is simply replicated this constitutes AO1, for which there is no reward. The task is to
apply the knowledge - which is enhancing it and considering the factual implications

Many questions, as can be referenced in the mark scheme that require an explanation,
benefit from a two-step approach. That may involve providing a definition and then supplying
an explanation of that definition. Examples have been referenced in this report

Many centres and candidates need to adopt a clearer strategy for how questions Q07(d) and
Q08 are approached. Both need better planning and a revised structure. It is not weakness in
subject knowledge that arises but a poor understanding of the need to address AO3, on
which both of these questions are based

On QO07(d) all of the marks are AO3 - which means no marks can be earned from a long
repeat of the source: this is AO1. The core aim is to discuss both sides of a contested topic.
Appreciate the value of each but be critical and choose one side in the debate: there is no
benefit in ‘fence-sitting’. This is something that can be worked on in class with peer marking
and teaching

Q08 is based purely on AO3 and demands a balanced approach. Again, there is a need to
cover both sides in what is, at its core, a contested debate. Respect and detail must be given
to both (or possibly more) viewpoints. Finally, a verdict based on a logical flow of debate and
reasoning has to be accomplished
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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