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How is citizenship action assessed?

Students will be assessed on the investigation and action they have undertaken through a
series of examination questions.

Section A of Paper 2 will focus on assessing the citizenship action.
+ This part is worth 15% of the total qualification.
* A maximum of 24 marks are available.

This comprises of one question divided into a number of separate parts. Tasks will require
short and medium responses, and will end with a 12-mark question.

Students must base all of their answers on the knowledge and understanding that they
have gained while carrying out their citizenship action.

In the examination, students will be required to provide the title of their citizenship action
which identifies and summarises what action was taken, in no more than 20 words.

There are three assessment objectives which apply to questions across Section A of Paper 2:

Assessment Objectives

Students must:

AD1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts,
terms and issues.

AD2 Apply knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, terms
and issues to contexts and actions.

Analyse and evaluate a range of evidence relating to citizenship
issues, debates and actions, including different viewpoints, to develop
reasoned, coherent arguments and make substantiated judgements.

Total

Assessment Objectives covered in Section A of Paper 2

1(a) 1(b) 1(c) 1(d) 1(e)

2 marks 4 marks 2 marks 4 marks 12 marks

AO1 AO2 AO2 AO2 AO2/ AO3
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Past questions relating to Theme E

SAMS

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

Question 1a

Explain one
factor that
caused a
problem for
your group in
carrying out
your citizenship
action

Explain one
reason that led
your group to
choose the issue
for your
citizenship action

Explain one
outcome you
hoped your
citizenship action
would achieve

Explain one role
undertaken by
another member
of your team and
how this
contributed to the
outcome of your
action.

Explain how the
topic of your
citizenship action
is linked to the
study of
citizenship

Explain one way
in which you
carried out
secondary
research to help
choose your
citizenship action

Question 1b

Explain two
reasons why it
was important
to allocate
specific roles to
members of the
group when
planning your
citizenship
action

Explain how your
group used two
different types of
sources in the
research for your
citizenship action

Explain two ways
in which you
evaluated the
success of your
citizenship action

Explain one
impact that
collaboration with
others had on the
planning of your
citizenship action

Explain one
reason why
careful primary
research is so
important when
planning a
citizenship action

Explain two
reasons why
some evidence or
viewpoints may
be more strongly
persuasive than
others when
organising a
citizenship action
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Explain one of
the criteria you
chose to
evaluate the
success of your
citizenship
action

Explain one
reason why
considering
different
viewpoints helped
to improve your
citizenship action

Explain one way
that working in a
group affected
the outcome of
your citizenship
action

Explain two ways
in which the
action you chose
affected the
methods you
adopted to carry
out your
citizenship action

Explain one
advantage and
one disadvantage
of collaborating
with others
during a
citizenship action

Explain why
collaborating with
others during a
citizenship action
may be
challenging

Question 1d

Explain two
ways in which
the need to
consider
different points
of view affected
your choice of
citizenship
action

Explain one
potential difficulty
that you
identified with
managing
resources for
your citizenship
action and how
you planned to
overcome this
difficulty

Explain two ways
in which initial
research helped
you select your
citizenship action

Explain how you
used two types of
primary research
in your citizenship
action

Explain two
things you would
do differently,
other than more
careful research,
if you were to
work on another
citizenship action

Explain two
methods used to
evaluate the
extent to which
you achieved the
goals set for your
citizenship action

Question 1e

‘Thorough
research is just
as important
when planning
citizenship
action as the
choice of the
action itself.’
How far do you
agree with this
view? You must
base your answer
on your
experience of your
own citizenship
action. Give
reasons for your
opinion, showing
that you have
considered
another point of
view.

‘It is essential to
collaborate when
planning a
successful
citizenship
action.’

How far do you
agree with this view?
You must base your
answer on your
experience of your
own citizenship
action. Give reasons
for your opinion,
showing that you
have considered
another point of
view.

‘All members of
the team need to
participate
equally if a
citizenship action
is to be
successful.’

How far do you
agree with this view?
You must base your
answer on your
experience of your
own citizenship
action. Give reasons
for your opinion,
showing that you
have considered
another point of
view

‘Unrealistic goals
are the main
obstacle to
achieving the
intended
outcome of a
citizenship
action.’

How far do you
agree with this view?
You must base your
answer on your
experience of your
own citizenship
action. Give reasons
for your opinion,
showing that you
have considered
another point

of view.

‘The success of a
citizenship action
depends on the
size of the team
involved and on
the evidence
from secondary
sources used.’
How far do you
agree with this view?
You must base your
answer on your
experience of your
own citizenship
action. Give reasons
for your opinion,
showing that you
have considered
another point of
view.

‘Lack of thorough
planning is the
main reason why
citizenship
actions fail.”

How far do you
agree with this view?
You must base your
answer on your
experience of your
own citizenship
action. Give reasons
for your opinion,
showing that you
have considered
another point of
view.
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Question 1a requirements

This section focuses on Q1a, a 2-mark question, where students are to demonstrate AO1 skills.
You will notice, included at the bottom of this page, are the past questions that have previously
been asked in exam series.

Assessment Objectives covered in Section A of Paper 2

1(a) 1(b) 1(c) 1(d) 1(e)

2 marks 4 marks 2 marks 4 marks 12 marks

AO1 AO2 AO2 AO2 AO2/ AO3

Assessment Objectives

Students must:

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts,
terms and issues.

AD1

Apply knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, terms
and issues to contexts and actions.

Analyse and evaluate a range of evidence relating to citizenship
issues, debates and actions, including different viewpoints, to develop
reasoned, coherent arguments and make substantiated judgements.

Total

SAMS

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

Explain one
factor that
caused a
problem for
your group in
carrying out
your
citizenship
action

Question 1a
[2]

Explain one
reason that led
your group to
choose the issue
for your
citizenship
action

Explain one
outcome you
hoped your
citizenship
action would
achieve

Explain one role
undertaken by
another member
of your team
and how this
contributed to
the outcome of
your action.

Explain how the
topic of your
citizenship
action is linked
to the study of
citizenship

Explain one way
in which you
carried out
secondary
research to help
choose your
citizenship
action
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Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1a: Explain one reason that led your group to choose the issue for your citizenship
action [2]

How did candidates perform?

Many responses were very general and not always clearly related to the candidate’s own
experience of ‘taking action’, for example, ‘we felt passionately about this topic'. This meant that a
significant minority of candidates were unable to access the marks on this question.

There were several responses where candidates simply stated a reason with no development,
such as ‘it affects young people’. ‘Explain” questions require more than a brief response.

Examiner Advice

Try to make sure candidates have a considered reason for their choice of action, and that
this reason can be linked to a realistic, manageable aim to help them research and plan how
to carry out the chosen action.

Exemplars

Below are two answers which exemplify a weak and a strong response:

You have been part of a group that organised and took part in a citizenship action.
In nn more t@n 20 wnrﬂ:, write the title of your citizenship action below.

W 4 . . .
I k [’(\'{“ padl Lﬁ No credit was given to this response.

It exemplifies the general nature of many of
the answers given by candidates that would
1 (a) Explain one reason that led your group to choose the issue for your not be awarded marks.

citizenship action. 5 o
(2) There is no specific reason related to the

1 ' CAdenes] A L) choice of action, nor is the aim of the action
NN ook nteres] thak | o

LSS e A_ngh. WAL

b woplone Wb

You have been part of a group that organised and took part in a citizenship action.
In no more than 20 words, write the title of your citizenship action below.

Citter ol Kenleoorél sebhoal =

This response scores the full 2 marks.

1 (a) Explain one reason that led your group to choose the issue for your
citizenship action.

. @ It gives a clear reason for the choice of action
\Waﬂxzﬂd 4ok littenns coas.cn related to the local community, in this case,
.IH,QGEG.&(LA. -CQ.P\LQ'(:O oconsder beoasse the school, with some development of what
€ offected oo shool in® neqpbive the aim of the action would be.
r.aczﬁjsssaa}\ os d&{baxf\d tla mlfdlﬂ
: Ye.lWe core o o condusion
derocpasicoll and. focnd. IlééE.(‘uA.J feeded e

be. eeppeol
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Q1a: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1a: Explain one outcome you hoped your citizenship action would achieve [2]

How did candidates perform?

Many responses to this question were very general and not always clearly related to the
candidate’s own experience of taking action e.g. ‘we raised awareness'. This meant that a
significant minority of students were unable to access the marks on this question.

There were also a number of responses where candidates simply stated a reason with no
development. Centres are reminded that ‘explain’ questions require more than a brief
response such as ‘we wanted to raise money for X'

Examiner Advice

Try to make sure candidates have a considered reason for their choice of action, and that
this reason can be linked to a realistic, manageable aim to help them research and plan
how to carry out the chosen action.

Exemplars
Below are two answers which exemplify a weak and a strong response:

You have been part of a group that organised and took part in a citizenship
action. In no more than 20 words, write the title of your citizenship action below.

£ otnanasit - rouse o ...| | Thisisan example of a generic
_AISSCOSION. Lo O Qroup. Op = response that gained no credit.

peopie, Sepote  pewwoeen  MPs. Candidates are to be reminded that
(a) Explain one outcome you hoped your citizenship action would achieve. - their response needs to be cIearIy
@ =z related to their own action. Here, it is
we . noped.  our._. Ciuzendup. e unclear what the candidate wished

Q00N . waowd  pe  discossed | | tohave discussed and debated.
__and___debaced.

1 You have been part of a group that organised and took part in a citizenship
action. In no more than 20 words, write the title of your citizenship action below.

o refuce wn&  amowdY  OF . PLOSTUC pACLAQIRQ

DANG.. ASRE L ADLONT. Lanaol

This response has a clearly identified

(a) Explain one outcome you hoped your citizenship action would achieve. and explalned outcome, so eline full
() marks.

Lo .  have  5eeNCWAG DAL A0 S8 XS

CAOES 0o and.  TOML awoeeness T MaSe

pax\.Q\.a........!mgLLe.. AT ¥ 1 W'y names .
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Question 1b requirements

This section focuses on Q1b, a 4-mark question, where students are to demonstrate AO2 skills.
You will notice, included at the bottom of this page, are the past questions that have previously
been asked in exam series.

Assessment Objectives covered in Section A of Paper 2

1(a) 1(b) 1(c) 1(d) 1(e)

2 marks 4 marks 2 marks 4 marks 12 marks

AO1 AO2 AO2 AO2 AO2/ AO3

Assessment Objectives

Students must:

AOD1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, 30

terms and issues.

Apply knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, terms
and issues to contexts and actions.

Analyse and evaluate a range of evidence relating to citizenship
issues, debates and actions, including different viewpaoints, to develop
reasoned, coherent arguments and make substantiated judgements.

Total

SAMS

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

Question 1b
[4]

Explain two
reasons why it
was important
to allocate
specific roles
to members of
the group
when planning
your
citizenship
action

Explain how
your group used
two different
types of sources
in the research
for your
citizenship
action

Explain two
ways in which
you evaluated
the success of
your citizenship
action

Explain one
impact that
collaboration
with others had
on the planning
of your
citizenship
action

Explain one
reason why
careful primary
research is so
important when
planning a
citizenship
action

Explain two
reasons why
some evidence
or viewpoints
may be more
strongly
persuasive than
others when
organising a
citizenship
action
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Q1b: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1b: Explain how your group used two different types of sources in the research for
citizenship action [4]

How did candidates perform?

Most candidates identified sources used in their planning. A minority made general responses,
stating that they had used the internet which is not creditable unless explicitly related to a
particular website or campaign.

Questions using the command word ‘explain’ require development to access full marks.
Responses were limited by solely making simple statements about the source used, rather than
expanding about how the sources were used. The development needed to focus on two
distinct points rather than giving the same development twice.

Examiner Advice

Make sure candidates can identify specific sources for research rather than just 'the internet' or
'social media'. Candidates should be prepared to analyse how useful sources were in relation to
ensuring a successful action.

Exemplars
Below are two answers which exemplify a weak and a strong response:

o prmary NeACh - S 1S whan we used
QWY \NOMahm That N0 000 haS ueed bfere
A tanple of pmary esrch e ugeo in
DWW (OMPMIGn  WAS I quasronnaure -

This response scores 2 marks.

It identifies two sources, but it is not

2 S0y reséarch - WIS 1S Waing  Infermation clear how the sources were used.

oveone else Moy howd alvady psed-
o oxompl oF Speondey research we used N
O _(aMpOAIN  Was [ifing T Iienet o find
SIS

This response scores the full 4 marks.

It clearly identifies two sources;
newspaper articles and surveys and
gives some development of how each
source was used to help research the
action.
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Q1b: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1b: Explain two ways in which you evaluated the success of your citizenship action [4]

How did candidates perform?

The majority of candidates were able to identify one evaluation method, most using a
questionnaire or survey after the action, to check if opinions had changed. A minority of
candidates were generalised simply stating they had carried out a questionnaire. These were
not creditable unless explicitly related to how it helped measure the success of their outcome.

Questions using the command word ‘explain’ require some development to access full marks. A
number of responses were limited by relying on simple statements about the method of
evaluation rather than adding development about what this told them about their success.

The development needs to be two distinct points rather than giving the same development
twice e.g. ‘we surveyed students who attended our assembly to find out what they had learned
about X" and ‘we asked teachers who watched the assembly what they had learned about X'.

Exemplars
Below is one answer which exemplifies a weak response which does not answer the question:

1 e ik vy Mo ar SveeeSS oS femr Lok beeeSe in.
Lyl beo w low o 0SS we| | Thisresponse describes
Y alizaShy. ocker % M2 s o o what the candidate did

bed b0tk foel ocel Keep rdichiy  ech oller | | rather than how the
?,6 b bhe ned Sbep. methods were used to

evaluate success. This
was a common mistake

2 A Seeand Ly 77 60 .ow. Sccd}u “u-S ko beagl| | by candidates, and

. . ains no credit as it
the V7 ol L ’UM ool bas 63 ""f"l"( e ﬁoles not add;ess éhe
magrelS S0 e bod  bo  erphe  corehly  So fy question set.
Céan uapQ/Sk-Jt oS ue// 946 0!.&', q‘he- . )
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Question 1c requirements

This section focuses on Q1¢, a 2-mark question, where students are to demonstrate AO2 skills.
You will notice, included at the bottom of this page, are the past questions that have previously
been asked in exam series.

Assessment Objectives covered in Section A of Paper 2

1(a) 1(b) 1(c) 1(d) 1(e)

2 marks 4 marks 2 marks 4 marks 12 marks

AO1 AO2 AO2 AO2 AO2/ AO3

Assessment Objectives

Students must:

AOD1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, 30

terms and issues.

Apply knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, terms
and issues to contexts and actions.

Analyse and evaluate a range of evidence relating to citizenship
issues, debates and actions, including different viewpaoints, to develop
reasoned, coherent arguments and make substantiated judgements.

Total

SAMS

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

Explain one of
the criteria you
chose to
evaluate the
success of
your
citizenship
action

Question 1c
[2]

Explain one
reason why
considering
different
viewpoints
helped to
improve your
citizenship
action

Explain one way
that working in a
group affected
the outcome of
your citizenship
action

Explain two
ways in which
the action you
chose affected
the methods
you adopted to
carry out your
citizenship
action

Explain one
advantage and
one
disadvantage of
collaborating
with others
during a
citizenship
action

Explain why
collaborating
with others
during a
citizenship
action may be
challenging
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Q1c: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1c: Explain one reason why considering different viewpoints helped to improve your
citizenship action [2]

How did candidates perform?

Many responses were generic rather than related to the candidates’ experiences of taking
action. Candidates need to link the reason given to their own action rather than making simple
statements, such as 'to learn about other people’s views'. The best responses specifically
referred to the different viewpoints considered and how they then changed or improved their
plans, based on what they learned about different views on their chosen issue.

Examiner Advice

Candidates should be prepared to explain what different viewpoints they considered in
choosing, planning and carrying out their actions, as well as why this is important, to avoid
giving generic answers which will gain no credit. Candidates should try to link their responses
directly to their own experiences of taking action as far as possible.

Exemplars
Below are two answers which exemplify a weak and a strong response:

This response gained no
credit as the answer is too

Usin dﬂtftnl' _ wpint>  helped vso | | Va8Ue.
e lmkg ok dMogat sido>  Soved | | Itisnotdear whatthe

different viewpoints did to
_omd P SidesS , help the candidate with their
action, and so it is too
generic to be awarded any
marks

This response scores the full
2 marks as it gives a clear
reason related directly to
the candidate's own

This. 18 becouare it 6;;.»0 U3 O naana . loroag experience of taking action;

. . - having a broad view on the
oo ol rdseye’ views on ol Une. neason
l S reasons for mental health

4ilness.. !Ead Chis o Auace—aa3.... L. CALAL CAina The candidate links this
-aur rux -prq:] eck cund .o \g;-rat—eg;c uuu.fj directly to the impact,

. considering these
o OVLrCome- NS 1 SSUE- viewpointsf,;on their action
and gives the candidate an
aim and way of helping with
this problem.




Pearson Edexcel GCSE Citizenship Studies

Q1c: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1c: Explain one way that working in a group affected the outcome of your citizenship
action [2]

How did candidates perform?

Many responses to this question were generic rather than related to candidates’ experiences of
taking action. In order to access marks, candidates are required to link how working in a group
affected the outcome of their own action rather than making simple statements such as
“working in a group made our outcome a success”, which largely paraphrases the question.

The best responses came from candidates who specifically referred to the different viewpoints
they considered and what they then did to change or improve their plans, based on what they
learned or found out about different views on their chosen issue.

Exemplars
Below are two answers which exemplify a weak and a strong response:

This response gains no
credit as it is generally
about group work rather
than how group work
affected the outcome of the

oukComg..... 0% oy e CARZLARSWAR. . OCAHON 28 Pleonse. .. Y. wollia . action.

..O.nl...mmj . Hhar Na.m‘mz‘. B L —

N0 guup. Peofl....at. . Mo L T L P L — Candidates should be
reminded to answer the
whole question rather than
focus on a small part of the
wording like this.

This response clearly links
how working in a group - so
being able to allocate
different jobs - affected the
outcome of the action -
allowing the action to be
completed faster, thus
gaining full marks for
identifying one way with
some development.
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Question 1d requirements

This section focuses on Q1d, a 4-mark question, where students are to demonstrate AO2 skills.
You will notice, included at the bottom of this page, are the past questions that have previously
been asked in exam series.

Assessment Objectives covered in Section A of Paper 2

1(a)

1(b)

1 (c)

1(d)

1 (e)

2 marks

4 marks

2 marks

4 marks

12 marks

AO1

AO2

AO2

AO2

AO2/ AO3

Assessment Objectives

Students must:

AOD1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, 30

terms and issues.

Apply knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, terms
and issues to contexts and actions.

Analyse and evaluate a range of evidence relating to citizenship
issues, debates and actions, including different viewpaoints, to develop

reasoned, coherent arguments and make substantiated judgements.

Total

SAMS

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

Question 1d
[4]

Explain two
ways in which
the need to
consider
different
points of view
affected your
choice of
citizenship
action

Explain one
potential
difficulty that
you identified
with managing
resources for
your citizenship
action and how
you planned to
overcome this
difficulty

Explain two
ways in which
initial research
helped you
select your
citizenship
action

Explain how you
used two types
of primary
research in your
citizenship
action

Explain two
things you
would do
differently,
other than
more careful
research, if you
were to work on
another
citizenship
action

Explain two
methods used
to evaluate the
extent to which
you achieved
the goals set for
your citizenship
action
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Q1d: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1d: Explain one potential difficulty that you identified with managing resources for
your citizenship action and how you planned to overcome this difficulty. [4]

How did candidates perform?

This question was generally well answered with most candidates able to identify a difficulty and
how they overcame it.

Some answers were not clearly related to the citizenship action, thereby limiting the marks
awarded for the lack of development about the candidates’ own experiences of taking action. A
minority of candidates also misread the question and talked about difficulties in general, rather
than difficulties with managing resources, and so were unable to access any marks.

Examiner Advice

Candidates should be reminded that 'explain’ questions require some development of the
points made to reach full marks. This development should be related to candidates' own
experiences of taking action.

Exemplars
Below are two answers which exemplify a weak and a strong response:

Potential difficulty identified
This response scores 2

% _ mbmd'\ . é Nl
&. mmm&wmm‘ | | The candidate has identified

one difficulty and stated
how to overcome it, but with
no development or detail
from their own experiences

How you planned to overcome this difficulty

of taking action.

We &do't Lewe T sdmadisy o m'mw
soppet -
prsthe

How you planned to overcome this difficulty
osbosren ¢ o 3000 0 WX el (s

This response scores the full
4 marks.

It is an example of a
response with clear
development of both the
difficulty and the plan for
overcoming it.
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Q1d: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1d: Explain two ways in which initial research helped you select your citizenship action.
[4]

How did candidates perform?

A significant number of candidates misread the question and talked about research they had
carried out in general rather than how the research helped them choose their action, and so
were unable to access any marks.

Exemplars
Below are two answers which exemplify a weak and a strong response:

-
e:uexksm \mm. wm w&\\wx ’r&mm\ \s mm\u
NS Py et ot oW hon o pmpu

W), OERRAS ol v ko v | | Thisresponse identifies two

reasons for the choice of action,
but because they are not directly
linked to the research carried out,
this response cannot be awarded

POpML NILGEA 40 N0 PEW. LY OMUs\W | | @nycredit.
AU WOy B 0 gy basig, dna
O c\mﬁm& Lo R W @r__ Ny NK‘

e arkead peafl  to  Cotpute o Suvey o
ﬁ‘»w LUl Loty to Fee iy e Jos & rfuff.t.n

éog‘ﬂf«ﬁd V‘Q/U«f-c_r Ldetilsing.  Hee  CeALd{S e This response clearly identifies two

Acticdad ot w  Joa  Soetie. thet (e nedat methods of research and explicitly
$0  £0o  cad LMP U d . explains how these methods

helped them choose their
2 ﬁff{‘&(ht’mﬂ aﬁrf‘ﬁ? t.olﬁﬁa e UH,.;L-. ygxpmsg,};_ citizenship action, thus meriting

Ot to.  take , Soeonk.. Frovadams (auteentd (metad | | full marks
hhtedth, D4 deroted  do.. Ceseaeh (e ond  [retised
Ve didnt Kooy aough choet b cm thet o
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Question 1e requirements

This section focuses on Q1e, a 12-mark question, where students are to demonstrate AO2 and
AO3 skills. You will notice, included at the bottom of this page, are the past questions that have
previously been asked in exam series.

Assessment Objectives covered in Section A of Paper 2

1(a) 1(b) 1(c) 1(d) 1(e)

2 marks 4 marks 2 marks 4 marks 12 marks

AO1 AO2 AO2 AO2 AO2/ AO3

Assessment Objectives

Students must:

AOD1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts,

terms and issues.

Apply knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, terms
and issues to contexts and actions.

Analyse and evaluate a range of evidence relating to citizenship
issues, debates and actions, including different viewpoints, to develop

SAMS

2018

2019

2020

2022

‘Thorough
research is
Just as
important
when
planning
citizenship
action as the
choice of the
action itself.’

[12]

Question 1e

‘It is essential
to collaborate
when planning
a successful
citizenship
action.”

‘All members of
the team need
to participate
equally ifa
citizenship
action is to be
successful.’

‘Unrealistic
goals are the
main obstacle
to achieving
the intended
outcome of a
citizenship
action.’

‘The success of
a citizenship
action depends
on the size of
the team
involved and
on the
evidence from
secondary
sources used.’

‘Lack of
thorough
planning is the
main reason
why citizenship
actions fail.’

view.

How far do you agree with this view? You must base your answer on your experience of your own
citizenship action. Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered another point of
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Q1e: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1e: ‘It is essential to collaborate when planning a successful citizenship action.’

How far do you agree with this view? You must base your answer on your experience of your
own citizenship action. Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered
another point of view. [12]

Level Mark | Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

1 1-4 | « Limited knowledge is shown of concepts, terms and issues relevant to the
question. Limited understanding of how these apply is shown by simple
undeveloped comment about the citizenship action. [AO2]

Little analysis of relevant viewpoints. The evaluation is undeveloped, lacking
reasoned, coherent arguments. Parts of the answer lack relevance. An overall
judgement is missing or asserted. [AQ3]

Some knowledge is shown about the concepts, terms and issues relevant to the
guestion. Some understanding of how these apply is shown by some developed
comment about the citizenship action. [AO2]

Some analysis of relevant viewpoints, but unsustained and focused mainly on
one side of the argument. The evaluation contains some reasoned, coherent
arguments. The answer is generally relevant, but lacks breadth and/or depth. An
overall judgement is given, but with limited substantiation. [AO3]

Detailed knowledge is shown about the concepts, terms and issues relevant to
the question. Effective and sustained comment is made, which shows good
understanding of how these apply to the citizenship action. [AO2]

A convincing and sustained analysis of relevant viewpoints on both sides of the
argument. The evaluation contains reasoned, coherent arguments, showing good
breadth and depth. An overall judgement is given which is well substantiated
through the evidence provided. [AO3]

How did candidates perform?

This question required candidates to evaluate a given viewpoint based on their own citizenship
action. However, many candidates responded to the viewpoint in a more general way, with few
references to their own experiences of taking action. Several candidates simply gave generic
answers about the most important factor in planning well or working in a team, rather than
addressing the question on collaboration, which limited marks to Level 2, and because of the
lack of understanding demonstrated with regard to how the key concept of collaboration
applies to taking action.

A significant number of candidates did not understand what was meant by collaboration,
despite being an explicit skill in Theme E of the specification.

The most common issue with this question was the lack of substantiation for the arguments
made. Centres are reminded that Section A of this examination requires candidates to be able
to reference their own experiences of taking action, which was missing from many responses
to this question.

Examiner Advice

Candidates should be advised that Section A questions expect and require candidates to be
able to refer to specific examples from their own experiences of taking action, particularly to
access the higher levels on the extended response question.

Exemplars

On the following pages are two answers which exemplify a mid-achieving and a strong
response.
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Q1e: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1e: ‘It is essential to collaborate when planning a successful citizenship action.’

How far do you agree with this view? You must base your answer on your experience of your
own citizenship action. Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered
another point of view. [12]
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This response is awarded Level 2 and scores 7 marks.

The candidate makes a number of points with some reasoning and considers both sides of the
argument.

However, there is no reference to the candidate's own experiences of taking action, which limits the
mark.
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Q1e: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1e: ‘It is essential to collaborate when planning a successful citizenship action.’

How far do you agree with this view? You must base your answer on your experience of your
own citizenship action. Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered
another point of view. [12]
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This response is awarded Level 2 and scores 7 marks.

The candidate makes a number of points with some reasoning and considers both sides of the
argument.

However, there is no reference to the candidate's own experiences of taking action, which limits the
mark.
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Q1e: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1e: ‘It is essential to collaborate when planning a successful citizenship action.’
How far do you agree with this view? You must base your answer on your experience of your

own citizenship action. Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered
another point of view. [12]
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This response is awarded Level 3 and scores 10 marks.

It is a balanced response with some reasoning on several points and with explicit reference to the

candidate's own experience of taking action. The response comes to a considered conclusion, thus
reaching Level 3.
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Q1e: ‘It is essential to collaborate when planning a successful citizenship action.’
How far do you agree with this view? You must base your answer on your experience of your

own citizenship action. Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered
another point of view. [12]
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This response is awarded Level 3 and scores 10 marks.

It is a balanced response with some reasoning on several points and with explicit reference to the

candidate's own experience of taking action. The response comes to a considered conclusion, thus
reaching Level 3.
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Q1e: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1e‘All members of the team need to participate equally if a citizenship action is to be
successful.

How far do you agree with this view? You must base your answer on your experience of your
own citizenship action. Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered
another point of view. [12]

Level Mark | Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

1 1-4 | + Limited knowledge is shown of concepts, terms and issues relevant to the
question. Limited understanding of how these apply is shown by simple
undeveloped comment about the citizenship action. [AOQ2]

Little analysis of relevant viewpoints. The evaluation is undeveloped, lacking
reasoned, coherent arguments. Parts of the answer lack relevance. An overall
judgement is missing or asserted. [AO3]

Some knowledge is shown about the concepts, terms and issues relevant to the
question. Some understanding of how these apply is shown by some developed
comment about the citizenship action. [AO2]

Some analysis of relevant viewpoints, but unsustained and focused mainly on
one side of the argument. The evaluation contains some reasoned, coherent
arguments. The answer is generally relevant, but lacks breadth and/or depth. An
overall judgement is given, but with limited substantiation. [AO3]

Detailed knowledge is shown about the concepts, terms and issues relevant to
the question. Effective and sustained comment is made, which shows good
understanding of how these apply to the citizenship action. [AO2]

A convincing and sustained analysis of relevant viewpoints on both sides of the
argument. The evaluation contains reasoned, coherent arguments, showing good
breadth and depth. An overall judgement is given which is well substantiated
through the evidence provided. [AO3]

How did candidates perform?

This question required candidates to evaluate a given viewpoint based on their own citizenship
action.

However, many candidates responded to the viewpoint in a more general way, with few - if any
references to their own experiences of taking action. A number of candidates simply gave
generic answers about the most important factor in guaranteeing success such as planning
well or working in a team rather than addressing the question on the importance of equal
participation by all team members, which limited marks to level 2 because of the lack of
understanding demonstrated in regards to how the key question focus of participation by all
applies to taking action.

The most common issue with this question was the lack of substantiation for the arguments
made. Centres are reminded that Section A of this examination requires candidates to be able
to reference their own experiences of taking action, which was missing from many responses
to this question.

Examiner Advice

Candidates should be reminded that it is essential to substantiate their responses in Section A
of this examination with examples from their own action.
Exemplars

On the following pages are two answers, one which exemplifies a low Level 2 answer and a top
Level 3 response.
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Q1ie: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1e‘All members of the team need to participate equally if a citizenship action is to be
successful.

How far do you agree with this view? You must base your answer on your experience of your
own citizenship action. Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered
another point of view. [12]
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This is a typical low level 2 response.

The candidate attempts to give a balanced response with simple development but fails to include
any detail from their own experiences of taking action. Candidates should be reminded that it is

essential to substantiate their responses in Section A of this examination with examples from their
own action.
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Q1e: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1e‘All members of the team need to participate equally if a citizenship action is to be
successful.

How far do you agree with this view? You must base your answer on your experience of your

own citizenship action. Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered
another point of view. [12]
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This is a typical low level 2 response.

The candidate attempts to give a balanced response with simple development but fails to include
any detail from their own experiences of taking action. Candidates should be reminded that it is

essential to substantiate their responses in Section A of this examination with examples from their
own action.
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Q1d: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1e‘All members of the team need to participate equally if a citizenship action is to be
successful.

How far do you agree with this view? You must base your answer on your experience of your
own citizenship action. Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered
another point of view. [12]
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This response gives a balanced answer with developed arguments and explicit links between the
arguments made and their own experiences of taking action, thus meriting full marks, at the top of
level 3.
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Q1d: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1e‘All members of the team need to participate equally if a citizenship action is to be
successful.

How far do you agree with this view? You must base your answer on your experience of your

own citizenship action. Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered
another point of view. [12]
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This response gives a balanced answer with developed arguments and explicit links between the

arguments made and their own experiences of taking action, thus meriting full marks, at the top of
level 3.
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Q1d: Analysis of exemplar answers

Q1e‘All members of the team need to participate equally if a citizenship action is to be
successful.

How far do you agree with this view? You must base your answer on your experience of your
own citizenship action. Give reasons for your opinion, showing that you have considered
another point of view. [12]
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This response gives a balanced answer with developed arguments and explicit links between the

arguments made and their own experiences of taking action, thus meriting full marks, at the top of
level 3.




Further Support for Edexcel Citizenship
Studies

Contact the Citizenship Studies team:

Email us: teachingcitizenship@pearson.com
Call us: UK: 0344 463 2535 (Mon - Fri, 9am - 5pm GMT)

Contact us online: https://bit.ly/2KLSNTO

Book a Teams meeting with the subject advisor:
https://bit.ly/3rEVLX8

Follow on LinkedIn: https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx

Stay informed:

Sign up for subject updates: https://bit.ly/2Gémmfe
View the latest subject update online: https://bit.ly/3L3FWKO

Access Course Materials:

Visit the Pearson Edexcel GCSE Citizenship Studies website for
course materials:

» Specification and sample assessments
+ Exam materials
» Teaching and learning materials

Access teaching support and training:

* Learn more about our training events

Access published resources:

e Learn more
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