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Theme A video
Theme A article

The sp ecification exam ines th e freedom s w e h ave in  the UK, i ncludin g 
the freedom of sp eech. In December th at A ustr alia n gover nment 
ba nned und er 16 yea r olds fro m soci al media . Shou ld th is h appen in  
the UK?
Here w e ha ve tw o extracts. One i s a recen t YouTub e clip fr om the 
Au stra lian  Pri me Min ister an d the second  is a clip fr om the 
In tern ationa l n ew s from  Aljaz eera.

Theme A Living Togeth er  in  the UK
• 5. Rig hts, duties an d va lues tha t un derpin 

demo cra cy

Theme B article

In  the 2024 g en era l electi on, the Scottish Nationa l Pa rty (SNP) l ost the 
m ajori ty of i ts sea ts to  La bour. Their for tu nes loo ked  bl ea k. How ever, 
the electio ns for the Scottish Parlia ment in Holyrood  w ill take p lace in  
2026 a nd Labo ur is cur ren tl y do wn in  po ll ratings – ha ving prom ised to 
reduce energy bil ls by £300. The SNP co uld ha ve its fortunes 
rever sed in the 2026 el ection. Their leader, John  Sw inn ey, cla ims that 
if Scotla nd gain  i ndependence they w ill cut energy bil ls by a third .

Theme B Democracy in the UK
• 7. Governm en t in  the con stituent parts of 

the UK

Theme C article

At th e sta rt of Theme C  the specification asks us a simpl e question:
• Is crime increasing  in  society?

On  on e level  this app ea rs a  sim ple a nd str aigh tforw ard qu estion, 
w hich shoul d g ive us a preci se num erical answ er . However, that is n ot 
the case. Here the article from  The Times covers a ll th e ar ea s of th e 
speci fication  a nd helps us to un dersta nd wh y there i s no  easy answ er  
an d why crim e figures ca n be m islea ding .

Theme C: Law  and Justice
• 7. C rim e an d society

Theme D a rticl e

Theme D w ebsite

Just Stop Oil ga ined attention  thro ugh ill ega l actio n su ch  a s bl ock ing 
roa ds a nd throw ing pa int o ver famo us p aintin gs, how ever, in  A pril 
2025 th ey chan ged their ap proach. Since then, a new  gr oup called 
Take Ba ck Pow er  h as r ecently car ried o ut il leg al acti vi ty in Lon don. 
They are m otivated  by the i nequal ity of wealth in UK society a nd are 
usin g sh ock tactics to gain  a ttention. Th e ar ticle sh ows their atta cks 
on  the Crow n Jew els an d the Ritz h otel in  the ca pital. Th e offi cia l 
w ebsite o f Take Back Pow er expl ains their civil  di so bed ien ce 
ap proach in  m ore d etial . Con tr ast this with the B ritish Med ica l 
Association  (B MA ) an d its actions to  in cr ea se docto rs pa y i n 
ho sp ita ls.

Theme D Po wer and In fl uence
• 1. Citizen pa rti cip ation in pol iti cs and  

society

About this resource:

Citizenship Studies in the news aims to stimulate 
discussion for GCSE Citizenship Studies by 
considering contemporary issues and their relevance 
to our lives. We have compiled a range of current 
news articles* and linked these to the key questions, 
explored in themes A-D of the specification. You may 
wish to investigate and integrate into your teaching 
practice to help contextualise key issues and bring 
the subject to life!

*Any views and opinions expressed through materia ls linked to this document are 
solely those of the external provider. These views and opinions do not necessarily 

represent those of  Pearson. Please be aware that the link provided may contain 
third party video content, which may contain adverts. ​All links checked on 2nd 
December 2025.
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https://youtu.be/RPPmF2pvZDA?si=9rROaIXvyB2lkOYb
https://youtu.be/RPPmF2pvZDA?si=9rROaIXvyB2lkOYb
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/12/9/why-is-australia-banning-social-media-for-teenagers
https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/john-swinney-snp-cut-energy-bills-one-third-scottish-independence-5434221
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/article/crime-justice-commission-uk-rates-rise-police-38g7w5gw8
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/take-back-power-london-activists-wealth-inequality-b1261578.html
https://takebackpower.net/
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