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Theme A and D Article 1

Theme A and D Article 2

Should public figures have greater privacy or do the 
public have a right to know?

The role of the media, the right to privacy and the 
need for free speech spans Papers 1 and 2. 

In January, Prince Harry started his case against the UK 
press for intrusion into his private life. It raises the 
question of how much freedom the press should have 
to cover celebrities and public figures. 

The case links to both Theme A and Theme D. It also 
touches on Theme C and is a good example of civil law 
in action. 

Theme A: Living together in the UK

• 5. Rights, duties and values that 
underpin democracy

Theme D Power and influence

• 3. The role of the media and a free 
press

• 4. Rights and responsibilities of 
the media

Theme B and C Article 1

Theme B and C Article 2

Theme B and C Video 1

How much trust do UK citizens have in the police 
force?

This is another topic that splits across two themes.

Major reforms have been unveiled for the police which 
were announced in Parliament by the Home 
Secretary. 

Theme B: Democracy at work in the 
UK

• 6. The Constitution

Theme C: Law and justice

• 1. The justice system in England 
and Wales

Theme C Article 1

Theme C Article 2

Is AI a force for good or bad for society?

The World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland 
took place in January. It was attended by all types of 
leaders from business and politics. Artificial 
intelligence (AI) was a leading theme. 

The first article from Euronews gives an insight into 
how tech leaders feel AI will change society and 
human life. Elon Musk predicts that AI will be cleverer 
than humans by the end of 2026. The Guardian article 
considers the impact of AI for young people. 

Theme C: Law and justice

• 2. The role of law in everyday life 
in dealing with complex problems

About this resource:

‘Citizenship Studies in the News’ aims to stimulate 
discussion for GCSE Citizenship Studies by 
considering contemporary issues and their relevance 
to our lives. We have compiled a range of current 
news articles* and linked these to the key questions, 
explored in themes A-D of the specification. You may 
wish to investigate and integrate into your teaching 
practice to help contextualise key issues and bring 
the subject to life!

*Any view s a nd opin ions expressed  thro ugh m ateri als linked to thi s docum ent a re 
solely th ose of the externa l provider. Th ese view s an d opini ons do not n ecessa rily 
represen t those o f Pearson. Please b e aw are th at the link pro vi ded  m ay co ntain 
third  pa rty video conten t, whi ch  m ay co ntain ad verts.
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To contact the Citizenship Studies Team, email TeachingCitizenship@pearson.com
To sign up for subject updates follow this link: https://bit.ly/3Yp7WNt 
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https://news.sky.com/story/prince-harry-its-his-biggest-case-against-the-press-and-the-stakes-are-high-for-the-duke-and-the-publisher-of-the-daily-mail-13496351
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c07x53vjegvo
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/police-reforms-shabana-mahmood-changes-b2908006.html
https://www.npcc.police.uk/our-work/police-reform/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PPQom2xmamk
https://www.euronews.com/next/2026/01/20/ai-at-davos-2026-from-work-to-useful-and-safe-ai-heres-what-the-tech-leaders-have-said
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2026/jan/23/ai-tsunami-labour-market-youth-employment-says-head-of-imf-davos
mailto:TeachingCitizenship@pearson.com
https://bit.ly/3Yp7WNt
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