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Introduction
It is pleasing to report that many candidates approached this sitting of the Unit 3 Papers
with confidence. They demonstrated an ability to focus in greater depth on the three themes
introduced in Unit 1.
Many candidates responded effectively to the challenge of examining a theme from a
number of different perspectives: individual, community, national, global, political, social
and ethical. They successfully identified and sought to reconcile the different and often
conflicting ideas and opinions associated with these perspectives.
Overall the strongest responses demonstrated sound knowledge and understanding in the
multiple choice section and complemented the Source material in the data response and
short extended writing questions with relevant and topical 'own knowledge'.
Most candidates made good use of the time available and left sufficient time to respond to
the final 15 mark question.
A few candidates misinterpreted some questions and were not able to exploit fully the
stimulus Source material or the scaffolding points provided for Question 15. These however
were in a minority.
This report does not include examples of the multiple choice questions but covers the short
answer, extended answer and essay questions.
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Question 8
In their response to this question many candidates just copied from the Source and didn't
really answer the question. The better answers included the effect of the ruling on the
ability of the disabled to be able to work and lead independent lives.

Examiner Comments

This is a good response covering all points on the mark scheme.
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Question 9
This was a well answered question by the majority of candidates who were mostly able
to extract the correct information from the Source material.

Examiner Comments

In this response the three offences given relate to the mark
scheme (Bullet Point 4, Bullet Point 1 and Bullet Point 3).

Examiner Tip

When the question states 'Using the Source', the
answer can be obtained from the Source material.
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Question 10 (a)
The majority of candidates had an understanding of a coalition government and could
identify the two parties involved.

Question 10 (b)
Many candidates cited the reason for the coalition government was 'to stop the introduction
of identity cards'.

Question 10 (c)
This question was generally well answered, with the majority of candidates being able to
state either cost or limited human rights as the reason for not introducing the cards.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has not answered the question and has given a
response that has not scored a mark.
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Question 11
This question was generally well answered with candidates giving a balanced view and
attempting to answer the question by looking at arguments for and against. Many of the
candidates made use of the Source material and their own knowledge to support their view.
Some of the answers had little explanation of the Source material. The better
answers tended to build on the Sources with sound own knowledge, including examples
such as the tuition fees protest or the Suffragettes.

Examiner Comments

This response answers the question well, showing a two sided argument.
The main points raised are 'freedom of speech', 'point of view',
'Suffragettes', 'violence', 'inconvenience' and 'cost'. This is Level 3, 5 marks.
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Question 12
Many of the candidates did not answer this question well and often misinterpreted the
question. Instead of giving ways how a campaign could be carried out, they concentrated
on why the campaign was set rather than how the aims of the campaign could be achieved.
The weaker answers used the Source only.

Examiner Comments

This response clearly shows 3 good ways, from Bullet Points 4,
5 and 3 of the mark scheme.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of how a candidate has misinterpreted the
question. This candidate has focussed on the aims rather than how
they can be achieved and therefore no marks could be awarded.

Examiner Tip

Read the question carefully. This question asked 'how
a campaign group could meet its aims?' Compare this
response with the other example.
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Question 13 (a)
This question was well answered and the majority of candidates could extract at least one
reason from the Source and give one from their own knowledge.

Examiner Comments

The candidate has not made reference to the Source material at all.

Examiner Tip

Compare this answer with the Source material and see if
you can find these answers? What could you put in instead?
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Question 13 (b)
This was another well answered question. The majority of candidates scored at least
1 mark on this question with 'mental health' from the Source being the most popular
response. Weaker answers could not achieve the second mark which required candidates'
to use their own knowledge.

Examiner Comments

This candidate clearly achieves 2 marks for a good answer. The
first for Bullet Point 6 'new laws', and the second for Bullet Point
1 'sentences have increased'.
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Question 14
This question built on knowledge shown in 13(a) and (b). Weaker answers often gave no
expansions beyond the Source and therefore could not proceed above Level 2. Although
many candidates could give points for and against, in general their explanations were poor
and lacked incisiveness.
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Examiner Comments

This is a Level 4 response achieving full marks. Many of the points for and
against in this response were in the mark scheme. This is a well-structured
answer, with good evidence from Source E and the candidate's own
knowledge to support clear understanding. There is an overall conclusion,
evaluating the points raised.
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Examiner Comments

This is a balanced approach even if demonstrated in an
unusual manner, covering both points of view and which uses
clear evidence to support arguments and demonstrate good
knowledge and understanding. Level 4, 8 marks.
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Examiner Tip

Look at how this candidate has set
out the answer, which is useful if you
are running short of time.

Question 15
Weaker answers often did not include any evidence to support candidates' views. The
better answers were supported with international examples such as dictatorships in North
Korea, Iran and China. The more discerning could recognise the difficulties some countries
have with human rights due to poverty and internal fighting.
Some candidates were unaware of the difference between Europe and North America
regarding human rights. Those candidates that had this understanding were able to access
the higher levels as they could focus on a comparison and explanation.
Some answers which relied on the scaffolding points in the question sometimes got
distracted away from the flow of the for and against arguments. Very few answers included
specifics like the UDHR or EU laws. Several candidates mentioned Zimbabwe and USA, but
often the comments were too vague to be given any credit.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a good Level 4 answer.
This candidate has a good understanding of human rights. The reference
to human rights in the USA shows a good comparison of how this
contradicts human rights, and why the USA did not sign up to the UDHR.
Several of the points in the mark scheme are used. There is identification
that not all countries have signed up to the UDHR. The candidate
recognises the purpose of human rights and how it is really a Western
concept.
A more evaluative conclusion would have put it into level 5.
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Paper Summary
Based on the performance on this paper, candidates should:
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•

consider each question carefully and spend time to ensure a relevent interpretation is
made

•

where appropriate be more concise eg where the question says give a reason, a relevant
sentence will be rewarded equally with a longer and more time consuming paragraph

•

in questions tht require a longer answer attempt to summarise the discussion and give a
simple conclusion

•

recognise that source material for some questions will be contextual rather than
information providing

•

make full use of scaffolding points where appropriate. It is not essential that you use
these but they can be very useful in supplying a structure for organising material and
can often be a stimulus for developing ideas and arguments
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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