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Introduction
It is pleasing to report that many candidates approached this first sitting of the Unit 3
Papers with confidence. They demonstrated an ability to focus in greater depth on the three
themes introduced in Unit 1: Option A Environmental change and sustainable development,
Option B Changing communities: social and cultural identities, and Option C Influencing
and changing decisions in society and government.

Option B was the most popular choice for candidates in this session. However whichever
the option chosen, many candidates responded effectively to the challenge of examining
a theme from a number of different perspectives: individual, community, national, global,
political, social and ethical. They successfully identified and sought to reconcile the different
and often conflicting ideas and opinions associated with these different perspectives.

The strongest responses demonstrated sound knowledge and understanding in the multiple
choice section and complemented the source material in the data response and short
extended writing questions with relevant and topical `own knowledge`.

Most candidates made good use of the time available and left sufficient time to respond to
the final 15 mark question.

A few candidates misinterpreted some questions and failed to exploit fully the stimulus
source material or the scaffolding points provided for question 15. These however were in a
minority.
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Question 8
There was a very significant gap in the knowledge of candidates in this area. There were
many answers that were unable to suggest anything about the activities of solicitors and
only some candidates could recall one relevant activity.

Examiner Comments

This was one of the few answers that suggested two
clear and different activities carried out by solicitors:
giving legal advice to a client and representing a client
in court (bullet points 4 and 5 in the mark scheme).
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Question 9
Candidates were much more confident with this question and most answers contained two
relevant ways in which individuals can most effectively campaign for a cause.
A minority of candidates misread the question and focussed on the source material relating
to the 'Chicken out!' campaign.

Examiner Comments

This answer included the rather ambitious proposal
to make a TV programme but it was an acceptable
suggestion (bullet point 7 in the mark scheme). The
suggestion for using a website and facebook in fact
satisfied bullet points 8 and 9 on the mark scheme
and this candidate had secured the 2 marks before
the TV suggestion was considered.
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Question 10
This was a challenging question with some candidates unable to clearly spell out even one
difference between a pressure group and a political party. A number of answers simply
defined a pressure group but did not then make any sort of comparison with a political
party.
Asking for three points of difference was always going to make this question a more
discriminating question than some of the others on the Paper.  Only some responses showed
a sound knowledge of the very important features of the political process.

Examiner Comments

While the first and third suggestions lacked the clarity and
development given to the second suggestion, this candidate
was deemed to have provided 3 accurate points of difference
between a pressure group and a political party(mark scheme
bullet points 4, 3 and 1).
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Question 11
This was a well answered question with many candidates making effective use of
the stimulus information in the source. Sound responses added their own comments
demonstrating their 'own knowledge'.
A number of answers presented well developed points with relevant examples and clear
explanation to reach a level 3 mark.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a level 3 answer. The candidate
selects appropriate information points from the source
material and adds some individual comment and rationale
for supporting the view expressed.
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Question 12 (a)
This was a challenging question for some candidates who wrote about the means used to
publicise the 'Chicken Out!' campaign rather than explain why the campaign gave publicity
to celebrity endorsement.

Examiner Comments

This answer produced two relevant reasons for
publicising celebrity endorsement: celebtities as
trustworthy/experts and celebrities more likely to
attract followers (mark scheme bullet points 5 and 4).
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Question 12 (b)
Many focussed on the desire of MP's to get noticed and to win votes. Fewer were willing to
acknowledge that an MP might have a genuine concern about animal welfare and a number
of answers reflected a rather cynical view of the motives of MP's in supporting any cause.

Examiner Comments

This answer was one of the few that recognised that
an MP might well have a genuine interest in the
campaign issue as well as recognising the opportunity
for publicity(mark scheme bullet points 5 and 3).
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Question 13
This proved to be a very accessible question and many candidates demonstrated a sound
understanding of life expectancy and reasons for differing rates between countries.

Examiner Comments

This answer gives answers that relate to issues ‘within’ countries as well
as to issues ‘between’ countries. This interpretation of the question was
considered acceptable.
This candidate’s second statement: ‘India lack of housing, food and clean
water’ in fact under the mark scheme contains 3 rewardable points.
The maximum mark for this question was in fact 3 and this answer was
awarded 3 marks.
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Question 14
Many students made effective use of the helpful information in the source material and in
consequence tended to place more emphasis on the alternative view to keeping the voting
age at 18.
Few candidates added their own knowledge or experience to the arguments contained in the
source. However a pleasing number of answers used information and argument in a logical
and structured way to merit a level 3 mark.

Examiner Comments

This is a an example of an answer that covers both points
of view but relies almost entirely on 'own knowledge'.
Although this is a concise and well structured answer
and is awarded a level 3 mark, this candidate could well
have moved the mark into a level 4 mark with additional
information and argument from the source material.
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Examiner Comments

This second example contains a little more
information and development and attempts
to come to a summary conclusion. This
was marked as a level 4 answer.
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Question 15
The majority of answers included something about CCTV cameras, body scanners at airports
and the impact of laws to deal with terrorism. A number of enterprising answers widened
the interpretation of human rights to consider the potential impact of university funding
arrangements on rights and access to education.
Some answers drifted somewhat from the focus of the question on UK government actions
to discuss the role of newspapers and the invasion of the privacy of celebrities.
Some candidates made only very limited use of the scaffolding bullet points attached to the
question and therefore often lacked a supportive framework for their viws and opinions.
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Examiner Comments

This answer is an example of a very good essay that has balance
and coherence together with strong evidence and examples
to support very strong discussion and arguments. A reasoned
conclusion is given that supports the earlier comment and analysis.
The extract of the opening paragraph of this answer together with
the final section indicate the high quality of the work which merits
a level 5 mark.
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Summary
In order to improve their performance candidates should:

•

spend time to ensure each question is given sufficient consideration to ensure a relevent
interpretation is made

•

where appropriate be more concise eg where the question says give a reason a relevant
sentence will be rewarded equally with a longer and more time consuming paragraph

•

in narrative type questions/answers attempt to summarise the discussion and give a
simple conclusion

•

recognise that source material for some questions will be contextual rather than
information providing

•

make full use of scaffolding points where appropriate. It is not essential that you use
these but experience suggests that they can be very useful in supplying a structure for
organising material and can often be a stimulus for developing ideas and arguments

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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