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Introduction
It is pleasing to report that many candidates approached this first sitting of the Unit 3 
Papers with confidence. They demonstrated an ability to focus in greater depth on the three 
themes introduced in Unit 1: Option A Environmental change and sustainable development, 
Option B Changing communities: social and cultural identities, and Option C  Influencing 
and changing decisions in society and government.

Option B was the most popular choice for candidates in this session. However whichever 
the option chosen, many candidates responded effectively to the challenge of examining 
a theme from a number of different perspectives: individual, community, national, global, 
political, social and ethical. They successfully identified and sought to reconcile the different 
and often conflicting ideas and opinions associated with these different perspectives.

The strongest responses demonstrated sound knowledge and understanding in the multiple 
choice section and complemented the source material in the data response and short 
extended writing questions with relevant and topical `own knowledge`.

Most candidates made good use of the time available and left sufficient time to respond to 
the final 15 mark question.

A few candidates misinterpreted some questions and failed to exploit fully the stimulus 
source material or the scaffolding points provided for question 15. These however were in a 
minority.
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    Question 8 

    There were many confi dent responses to this question and most were able to identify two 
individual actions that could reduce their carbon emissions and energy use. 

     The most popular correct answers given were: use public rather than private transport, car 
share, turn off lights and energy using appliances when not in use. 

      Question 9 

    The vast majority of students used Source D to give one possible advantage and one 
possible disadvantage of making greater use of Biomass as a source of renewable energy. 

     

         This answer identifi es a relevant possible advantage 
and disadvantage of the greater use of Biomass and 
is awarded 2 marks in the mark scheme.   

Examiner Comments

   This answer identifi es a relevant possible advantage 

Examiner Comments
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Question 10 

    Most candidates were able to consider this 'doomsday' scenario carefully and to identify the 
most likely signifi cant consequences. 

     

    This answer gives changes relating to loss of life, fewer 
homes/overcrowding, and economic disruption/recession 
(bullet points 2, 8 and 6 in the mark scheme)

Examiner Comments

This answer gives changes relating to loss of life, fewer 

Examiner Comments
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 Question 11 

    Some candidates simply repeated the specifi c information in the Source relating to recycling 
rates of particular materials in certain West London boroughs. This approach did not 
produce enough ideas or proposals to gain many marks. A sound response to this question 
required candidates to recgnise that the word 'increase' was an important word in the 
question. 

      

    
   This answer proposes a number of relevent 
and quite well developed practical steps to 
increase community rates of recycling such as fi nes/
sanctions, more bins. 

     It also makes reference to some specifi c raw 
materials and industrial/commercial situations. 
Although the examples are limited they all directly 
focus on the question: how to 'increase rates of 
recycling'. The criteria for a level 3 mark 'well 
developed points supported by simple but acceptable 
examples with clear explanation' are satisfi ed.    

Examiner Comments

   This answer proposes a number of relevent 

Examiner Comments

   As always it is important that 
candidates read questions 
carefully. This question had 
source material as context but 
the key skill was to recognise 
that 'own knowledge' was 
more important than the 
information in the source. The 
task was to consider how any 
community could increase 
their rate of recycling.   

Examiner Tip
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Question 12 (a) 

    Some candidates were able to suggest two relevant reasons why some people oppose 
government policies to promote renewable energy (such as NIMBY). However this was a 
discriminating question and presented a signifi cant challenge to some candidates. 

     

     

   Two accurate reasons are given that satisfy bullet 
points in the mark scheme. These simply stated 
reasons are awarded 1 mark each.   

Examiner Comments

   Two accurate reasons are given that satisfy bullet 

Examiner Comments

   This answer is a good example of the value of concise 
responses. There is no need to write a couple of 
paragraphs here. The command word is 'give' and two 
reasons presented in this format can gain full marks.   

   This answer is a good example of the value of concise 

Examiner Tip
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Question 12 (b) 

    Many candidates were more confi dent with this question and were able to give two 
acceptable reasons why the switch to renewable energy should not be delayed. 

    

       

   This answer contains two acceptable and clearly 
expressed reasons (bullet points 3 and 6 in the 
mark scheme).   

Examiner Comments

   This answer contains two acceptable and clearly 

Examiner Comments
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Question 13 

    This was another question where the source material was more contextual than providing 
specifi c stimulus information points. Consequently it was a more discriminating question 
with only some candidates suggesting two reasons (three were asked for) to explain why 
the need to reduce methane emissions is not so well understood as the need to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

      

   

   This answer was typical of a minority of candidates 
who gave three relevant reasons satisfying bullet 
points 3, 12 and 1 in the mark scheme.   

Examiner Comments

   This answer was typical of a minority of candidates 

Examiner Comments
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Question 14

Some candidates relied totally on the source material and offered only opinion 
and unsupported assertion and thus limited their marks to a level 1 mark. Others provided 
more substantive evidence and knowledge but gave only one point of view and thus could 
not be awarded more than 4 marks.
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   This answer gives a well written and balanced response 
to the question. It covers both points of view and uses 
evidence to support well expressed arguments and 
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding. It 
therefore satisfi es the criteria for a level 4 mark.   

Examiner Comments

   This answer gives a well written and balanced response 

Examiner Comments
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Question 15

The more effective answers used at least some of the 4 bullet scaffolding points attached to 
the question to provide a structure for answering this question. A number of candidates had 
neither the knowledge or the confidence to use these scaffolding points to develop any sort 
of effective discussion.

Some candidates did not show that they had considered an alternative view to that 
expressed in the question and were consequently restricted to a maximum of 6 marks.

There were examples of answers where candidates adopted a simple stucture, mainly based 
on the scaffolding points, and produced a balanced and thoughtful response to the assertion 
that global warming problems should be solved by the MEDCs that created them.
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   The two extracts from this answer (the fi rst part and 
the concluding part) indicate a balanced and coherent 
answer with evidence based discussion leading to a 
logical discussion. 
     It meets the criteria for a level 5 answer.   

Examiner Comments

   The two extracts from this answer (the fi rst part and 

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
In order to improve their performance candidates should:

•	 spend time to ensure each question is given sufficient consideration to ensure a relevent 
interpretation is made

•	 where appropriate be more concise eg where the question says give a reason a relevant 
sentence will be rewarded equally with a longer and more time consuming paragraph

•	 in narrative type questions/answers attempt to summarise the discussion and give a 
simple conclusion

•	 recognise that source material for some questions will be contextual rather than 
information providing

•	 make full use of scaffolding points where appropriate. It is not essential that you use 
these but experience suggests that they can be very useful in supplying a structure for 
organising material and can often be a stimulus for developing ideas and arguments

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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