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        Question 4 
The questions requiring extended writing relate to themes that have been examined on previous 
GCSE Citizenship Studies papers.  It is important that candidates are given the opportunity to 
write at length and in some detail about a topic that they may have studied. Topics about human 
rights, breaking or obeying the law and the role of MEDCs and international companies are 
common topics within each of the three themes. 

 These questions are marked out of twelve, using four levels.  Whether through poor time 
management or lack of knowledge and expertise in presenting different arguments supported by 
evidence, the majority of candidates did not achieve marks above level 2. However, there were 
some good examples of well thought out responses, presenting evidence for and against with 
relevant contemporary or historical examples. It is important for future candidates to understand 
the signifi cance of the levels mark scheme. To move beyond level 2 requires points both for 
and against but with balance and reason supported by examples of issues or events. Candidates 
should not lose sight of the question being asked, for which the four bullet points are just a 
guide. Writing four mini essays in response to each of them may show relevant discussion but may 
not result in actually answering the question that was set at the top of the page.

The exemplars show the type of response that can achieve level 3 or 4 marks. There are no 
typical or specimen answers. The indicative content in the Mark Scheme gives a clear idea of
the sorts of points that might reasonably be expected to be discussed.  
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Examiner Tip

This answer shows a balanced discussion with some good knowledge and 
understanding of issues but insuffi cient depth or detail to be marked as 
a level 4 answer even though it contains a conclusion.
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    Question 5 
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Examiner Comments

This response is a clear level 3 answer, with suffi cient depth and detail to justify 
awarding it the top mark in level 3. Although it has a clear and sound conclusion
the strength of evidence and argument does not justify its being awarded a mark
in level 4.
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 Question 6  
This was the least popular of the three extended writing questions, being answered by barely 12% 
of candidates. However, there were slightly more answers achieving marks above level 2 than for 
questions 4 and 5.
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Examiner Comments

This answer meets the criteria for level 4. There is a conclusion but greater clarity 
and development would have justifi ed its being awarded more than the bottom 
mark in level 4.
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There are two sample question papers and mark schemes available on the Edexcel website.
There is no substitute for practice by candidates of both sample and past questions and gaining 
an understanding of how to give clear answers to questions and how marks can be achieved. 
There are textbooks and also student and teacher workbooks available which support and follow 
the requirements of the Edexcel specifi cation, with plenty of advice, help and guidance about 
using source material and answering questions. Centres should try as much as possible to use the 
work needed for Controlled Assessment to support knowledge and understanding of one or more 
of the three themes examined on this paper.

Grade Boundaries

Grade Boundaries Max. Mark A* A B C D E F G U 

Max Paper Mark 50 38 33 28 24 21 19 17 15 14 

Max UMS 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 0 
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