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General Marking Guidance 
   

• All candidates must receive the same 
treatment.  Examiners must mark the first candidate in 
exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates 
must be rewarded for what they have shown they can 
do rather than penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme 
not according to their perception of where the grade 
boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the 
mark scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 
awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 
deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark 
scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award 
zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of 
credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded 
and exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application 
of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team 
leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the 
candidate has replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 



GCSE Chinese Higher tier 
Paper 3 Mark scheme  
 
SECTION A 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

1(a) Spring Festival/Chinese New Year/Lunar 
(Chinese) New Year 

New Year 
(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

1(b) hotels/accommodation  (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

1(c) a waste of time   (1) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(a) (when he was ) 13 years old / at the age of 13  (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(b) nothing/zero/0/free (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(c) Success (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(d) Friends/friendship (1) 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

2(a) C (1) 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

2(b) A (1) 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

2(c) B (1) 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

2(d) D (1) 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

2(e) A (1) 



Question 
number 

Answer  Mark 

4(a) younger sister  (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(b) older sister  (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(c) younger brother (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(d) younger sister (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(e) older sister (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answers Reject Mark 

5(a) 
 

busy; helpful/likes to help people 
(1 out of 2) 

Work hard (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answers Reject Mark 

5(b) 
 

travel agency/travel agent’s 
 

leisure centre  
holiday resort  

(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answers Reject Mark 

5(c) her child’s house/home home/house  (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answers Reject Mark 

5(d) drove her to her destination/drive 
her to her child’s house 

To the house 
Invited her to get in the car 
Drove her home 

(1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answers Reject Mark 

5(e) love is universal / love is not divided 
into categories 
  

 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answers 
 

Mark 

6(a) B (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

6(b) B (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 



6(c) A (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

6(d) C (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

6(e) D (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(a) Shanghai No.3 (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(b) Guangzhou No.5 (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(c) Beijing No.6 (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(d) Hong Kong No.1 (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(e) before lesson/school/class starts In the morning  
 (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Reject Mark 

7(f) Play music listen to music (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(a) help children learn about/gain knowledge of environmental 
protection (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(b) can talk/speak; can walk; have 
‘eyes’/can see; can tell you whether the 
rubbish is recyclable or not  
(2 out of 4) 

Little light on top 

(2) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(c) (the rubbish) bin (is) full / no space for more rubbish (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(d) • still has faults/shortcomings/flaws/not perfect;  (1) 



• good at helping/can help to protect the environment; 
• our (good) friend 

(1 out of 3) 
 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

9(a) B, E, F (3) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

9(b) his bed gets dirty (too easily) / his bed is always dirty (1) 
 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

9(c) he downloaded a virus (1) 
 
SECTION B 
 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content Mark 

10 I am very interested in going on tours by bike. On the first 
of August (my) older brother and I are going to set out 
from the Beijing Olympic Park. We plan to visit at least 
twenty famous sites/tourist attractions in two months. 
 

(7) 

 
Mark Descriptor 
0 No rewardable communication. 
1–3 The meaning of the passage is partially communicated. 

Some errors in the translation prevent meaning being conveyed, e.g. 
frequent use of incorrect words, omitted phrases, incorrect tenses. 

4–6 The meaning of the passage is mostly communicated. 
Occasional errors affect the flow or clarity of the translation, e.g. incorrect 
words, omitted words, inexact syntax. 

7 The meaning of the passage is fully communicated. 
Any errors do not detract from the overall effectiveness of the translation. 
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