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Design Councill

Only 43% of designers feel
that they have the
capabilities to Design for
Planet

If designers do not possess green design skills, the designs that
they create will fall short of delivering positive outcomes for the

planet.
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Design Council

This has led to our skills for 0
planet mission: to upskill 1 =<4
million UK designersin

’

green design skills by 2030. ey

While designers have a fundamental role to play in facilitating green feel they have
design, itis the responsibility of allwho play arole in design to put the capability
the systems and structures in place to enhance green design skills. to meet this.
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Introducing the Design Council Skills for Planet Blueprint

Everything thatis not made by nature has been designed by someone. Design therefore holdsimmense
power over how ourworldis shaped. Itis afundamental green skill, but it can all too easily result in the

creation of waste, it can marginalise voices, and it can destroy natural habitats.

We need to change the way that we design toregenerate life for all. To help ensure that design falls on
the right side of history, the Design Council has launched a mission to upskill 1 million designers with

critical green skills by 2030.

, co-designed with 100+ design experts, provides an overview of these

critical green design skills, enabling the design sector to fulfil its potential as abackbone of the green

transition.

S fSkills
%ﬂ@ Iﬁgnet

Design
Couricil

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved.


https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/skills-for-planet/

Pearson, the Design Counciland NSEAD

In collaboration with the Design Council and the NSEAD, Pearson have responded to the call
to action and have developed a suite of materials, contexts and starting points to help every

UK secondary schoolto adopt green skills into the Art and Design curriculum.

With the ambition to see green skills’ teachingintegratedinto every GCSE and A level course,

Pearson hope to contribute to the target of upskilling 1 million designers by 2030.

The following resources have been developed by art and design subject experts and

practicing teachers, to show how integrating green skills can make a genuine difference to the

learning taking place in GCSE Art and Design.

i skills :
o Binet BxH

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved.




)Pearson

Green Skills in Art and Design
In collaboration between Pearson, t
and NSEAD .

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 4':' ] / Planet



Introduction

Art and Design education encourages curiosity while developing critical thinking, problem
framing and problem-solving skills, equipping students to tackle the complex environmental
challenges that exist today andin the future, and preparing them for potential careersin

sustainability and green industries.

By encouraging exploration and experimentation early in their education, studentscangain a
deeperunderstanding of the interconnectedness between human activity and the natural
world. Through art and design projects like those linked from this document, that focus on
eco-friendly materials, sustainable design principles, and responsible consumption, learners

canbe empoweredto considerthelong-termimpact of theirwork on global ecosystems.
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Critical
thinking,
problem
solving,
problem
framing and
co-creationlie
at the heart of
the Skills for
Planetmap .-~

¥

. -TﬁéSkills for Planet Map by the Design Council is licensed undera CC BY 4.0 license
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What are Green Skills in Art and Design Education?

The Design Council created the to map out the critical green skills
that all designers need to be able to put green designinto practice, providing a shared

language that will make cross-sector conversations and skills-building possible.

Art and Design educators can use the blueprint to inform learning materials within their

courses and help students at all stages develop Green Design Skills.

This can be through collaborative opportunities to use sustainable materials, apply
environmentally conscious design approaches, recycle, upcycle, focus on ecological
considerations, and explore visual communication technigues related to climate topics — to

name a few.
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Environmental project-based learning

Students could study pollution, green spaces, biodiversity, and climate change impacts, as a

focus for creative and impactful visual responses.
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Sustainable materials and methods

Promote the use of recycled, natural and locally sourced materials. Encourage reflection on

the full life cycle of artworks.
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Critical thinking and ethical design

Explore how design affects behaviourand consumption. Encourage studentsto consider

sustainability and impact, developing theirideas by studying eco-conscious artists and

designers, past and present.
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Cross-curricular collaboration

Work with Geography and Science departments on projects related to urban greening,

environmental challenges, eco-fashion, and waste management.
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Communities acting together

Working within groups cultivates vital skills such as listening, negotiation and empathy. These

skills are key forunderstanding diverse perspectives and building resilient, environmentally

conscious communities.
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Easy-to-adoptideas for Art & Design departments

Digital portfolios: Help to cut down waste by working digitally to create a portfolio of work.

Where projectsrequire physical formats, aimto use recycledresources. Use less energy

throughout all Art and Design activity.

Exhibitions of work: As a department, commit to using reusable materials, boards, minimal

packaging, or outdoor exhibition spaces.

Local engagement: explore and connect tolocal community projects and initiatives which

focus on protecting ecosystems and are aligned to green priorities.
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Thematic Focus:

Themes, projects, tasks or briefs can be part of alarger thematic or standalone project for 6-
12 weeks, onthemes such as Regeneration, Circularity, Elimination, Empowerment, and
Green behaviours, encouraging investigation, experimentation, recording and presentation

of environmentally conscious artwork.

Core to every engagement with green skills is to consider:

« Equity andjustice foreffected communities (who is excluded and how can we engage

them through art)?
« Whatcanwelearnfromthe pasttoinformthe present andthe future around our climate?

« Howbigisourfootprint, the things we consume, the emissions, the impact?
§\@fskiﬂs
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Overarching themes with suggested project titles:

(

Regeneration: Renew and

Reuse, From Waste and Worth,

Roots of Renewal,
Transformation, New

Beginnings, Life Cycle

\

Vs

Elimination: Less is More,
Goodbye to Waste, Erase to

Save

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved.

Empowerment: From Seed to Strength,

Roots of Power, The Powerto Grow

N

/

.

Circularity: Reuse and
Repeat, The Circle of Life,
Beginning and End, New to

Old, Circle of Change, Cradle

to cradle.

J

-

Green behaviours: Footprints
of the Future, A Greener
Tomorrow, From Action to
Impact, Justice through

action.

~

J
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Educational resources and examples:

These sub-headings are taken from the Pearson GCSE Art and Design exam paper. They act as

generic categories covering all titles and areas of study.

+ People - Empowering Green Communities. Creating art that develops awareness of climate topics

and ways in which the school and local communities can help to protect theirlocal environment.

« Human-Made - Circularity. Creating art that supports a circulareconomy by keeping materialsin use

and eliminating waste.

- Environment - Elimination. Creating art that has anet zero (or carbon negative) impact throughout its

process and lifecycle.

- Natural World - Regeneration. Creating art thatisinformed by and could protect and restore the

natural world.
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Contextual References:

« Qur could be avaluable place to start forideas on artists.
. website. Search by topic:

NSEAD have some resources:

¢ "onthe BBC iPlayer

Local Councils have Environmental strategies on theirwebsites that give examples of local

success stories.
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https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fqualifications.pearson.com%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fpdf%2FGCSE%2FArt%2520and%2520Design%2F2016%2Fteaching-and-learning-materials%2Fart-and-design-artist-directory.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.art2day.co.uk/
https://www.art2day.co.uk/
https://www.art2day.co.uk/artist-search.html
https://www.art2day.co.uk/artist-search.html
https://www.art2day.co.uk/artist-search.html
https://www.nsead.org/resources/primary-education/projects-for-primary/environment-sustainability-and-the-world-around-us/
https://www.climatevisuals.org/
https://www.climatevisuals.org/
https://www.climatevisuals.org/
https://www.climatevisuals.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b008044n
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Aim
To support centres inintegrating sustainability and green skills into their current Art & Design schemes of

work at KS3, KS4, and KS5—without the need to replace existing projects.

Rationale

In Art & Design, one-off lessons often lack the depth and continuity needed for meaningful learning.
Instead, embedding green skills into ongoing projects allows students to explore environmental themes
inamore personal and sustained way, using a shared and common language. Even with limited

curriculum time, this approach enables centres to enhance their provision without starting from scratch.

Approach
We have used the green skills framework to build flexible resources that slot into existing schemes of

work. These resources are designed to enhance, not replace, existing programmes of study, making it

easier for teachers to embed the green skills into their creative practice.
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Green Skills in Art and Design

The following resources are designed to support teachersin
planning and delivering Green Skills projects, themes, tasks, or

briefs within their schools.

Primarily developed for KS3 and KS4 students, these

resources can also be adapted foruse with other year groups.

Teachers are encouraged to select and modify sections to

best suit the needs of their centre and course structure.
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Green Skills in Art and Design

Theresources areinterconnected and provide a flexible framework Dearesh

Edexcel

that can be applied across all titles and areas of study:
* FineArt
- Photography
« Textile Design

« Graphic Communication

« Three-Dimensional Design.

GCSE (9-1)
Art and Design

Specification

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Art and Design

Art, Craft and Design (1AD0) Fine Art (1FAQ)

Graphic Communication (1GC0) Textile Design (1TE0)

Three-dimensional Design (1TD0) Photography (1PY0)

First teaching from September 2016

First certification from 2018 |Issue 2
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GREEN SKILLS PROJECTS

Use the links below to download these project

documents

-
People

)Pearson

Green Skills in GCSE Art
and Design

People

Green Skills in Art and Design
In collaboration between Pearson, the Design Council, and NSEAD

\ Click the image above to download the

document

)
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Human Made
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Green Skillsin GCSE Art
and Design

Human Made

Green Skills in Art and Design
In collaboration between Pearson and the Design Council

\

Click the image above to download the
document
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Environment
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Environment

Green Skills in Art and Design
In collaboration between Pearson and the Design Council.

Click the image above to download the
document
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Natural World
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Natural World

Green Skills in Art and Design
In collaboration between Pearson and the Design Council

Click the image above to download the
document
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Art%20and%20Design/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/green-skills-project-1-people.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Art%20and%20Design/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/green-skills-project-2-humanmade.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Art%20and%20Design/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/green-skills-project-3-environment.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Art%20and%20Design/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/green-skills-project-4-naturalworld.pdf
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https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/skills-for-planet/
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/skills-for-planet/
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/skills-for-planet/
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/skills-for-planet/
https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/skills-for-planet/
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