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GCSE Art and Design (2016) 

Component 2 Scheme of Work 
 

Introduction 

This scheme of work does not replace the broad theme and starting points made available in the 

Externally Set Assignment paper issued on the Edexcel website in January of the year of the 

examination. 

 

Component 2 should allow students to demonstrate the ability to construct a sustained line of 

reasoning, which is coherent, relevant, substantiated and logically structured.  All knowledge, skills, 

understanding and activities should, therefore, be relevant to the student’s creative journey.  The work 

undertaken for this component should be seen as part of a substantive project(s), rather than a series 

of disjointed tasks, and work should evidence all the Assessment Objectives holistically.   

 

This scheme of work provides a structure that can be followed for each externally set theme from year 

to year. It is intended to encourage and support students as they embark on a more independent 

personal journey towards a resolution that is based on their own ideas in response to the externally 

set theme. 

 

As students begin to work on Component 2 they are advised to build on the skills and processes 

learned in Component 1. The time frame for this unit of work is shorter so it is most appropriate that it 

is seen as the culmination of their learning experiences thought out the GCSE centre devised course. 

 

Differentiation will be largely by outcome rather than by task. Personal development of work should be 

emphasised but that does not mean that more generic tasks cannot be offered to the students as 

appropriate. It is also vital that students learn to set themselves realistic objectives and take control of 

the time allowed. This is especially true for the timed element of this component. Setting over- or 

under-ambitious targets for the timed examination will not yield the best possible outcome for 

students. 

 

Students must complete all preparatory studies before the start of the period of sustained focus. The 

10-hour period of sustained focus during which students produce their final response(s) to the 

theme may take place over multiple sessions (a maximum of four within three consecutive weeks). 

During the 10-hour period of sustained focus under examination conditions, students will work unaided 

to produce personal response(s), with reference to their preparatory studies, in response to the ESA 

broad-based thematic starting point. 

 

Useful documents are available to further support the teaching of Component 2: 

 

GCSE Art and Design Contextual references booklet 

GCSE Art and Design Written Annotation Guide 

GCSE Exemplar Library  

Examiner reports 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016/exemplar-library.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


 

 

 

Scheme of work: Component 2 ESA Theme 

 

The aim of this scheme of work is to enable students to complete a piece(s) of work supported by preparatory studies, demonstrating their individual creative journey from first 

ideas through a line of enquiry, to a finished outcome(s). Work should be produced in a centre-determined preparation period and conclude in a 10-hour timed examination. 

Work should respond to the externally set theme and cover all four Assessment Objectives. 

 

Week 
No. 

Learning objectives Assessment 
Objectives 

Learning activities/Lesson content Resources 
(materials) 

Exemplar resources 

1 To know the ESA 
Theme and 
understand the 
meaning of the 
theme. 

 

To consider how 
other artists, 
craftspeople, and 
designers have 
worked in relation to 
the set theme. 

 

To begin developing 
own ideas in 
response to the 
theme. 

 

 

AO1 

AO3 

Introduce students to the examination paper. Read through 

the paper as a class. Students can respond to any of the 

sources, visual and written. 

Explain the structure of the exam paper. There are 4 

sections: 

• People 

• Human-made 

• Environments 

• Natural world 

Discuss the images and text in each of the 4 sections and 

consider the bullet points at the end of each section as 

these may provide further stimuli for ideas. 

Mind map initial responses. This can be done in a fast-

paced group activity, using A2 sheets of paper and moving 

the sheets around the different groups so all can see and 

share the initial responses. 

Move on to individual, independent, mind mapping 

activities.  

Introduce students to the way of working in Component 2. 

This is centre specific – It could be in a sketchbook -

physical or digital, on sheets of paper etc 

Exam papers for 

each student. 

Download exam 

paper to share on 

whiteboard. 

 

A2 sheets sugar 

paper – if doing 

group activity. 

 

Computers/tablets 

or Sketchbooks – if 

using them.  Paper 

to work on if 

presenting work on 

display sheets. 

Look at examples of 

previous exam paper 

responses from own 

centre resource bank 

and/or Pearson exemplar 

library. 

2 To develop 
independent ideas in 
response the ESA 
Theme. 

 

AO1 

AO2 

AO3 

Students can be reminded of the purpose of visual 

research. This builds on work completed as part of 

Component 1. 

Students could use the internet/books to make research. 

Access to 

internet/books/ 

magazines/objects. 

 

Cameras 

 



 

 

 

Week 
No. 

Learning objectives Assessment 
Objectives 

Learning activities/Lesson content Resources 
(materials) 

Exemplar resources 

To collect resource 
images that are 
purposeful and 
relevant. 

Collecting and collaging found imagery that relates to their 

initial 2/3 ideas. 

Using a dictionary or thesaurus to investigate other words 

that are derived from the main theme. 

Selecting objects form within and around the art department 

that students see as potential metaphors for their initial 

ideas. Photographing objects or places within school. 

Presenting this collection of secondary and primary source 

images will help students clarify their initial ideas. 

 

 

3/4 To investigate and 

learn about the work 

of others. 

 

To make critical 

responses to 

contextual sources. 

AO1 

AO3 

To support students in depth and more independent 

contextual studies, a visit to a local or national art gallery 

could be made. The visit could also be completed virtually. 

If a virtual visit is made then gallery visits can be 

international, so introducing students to a wider diverse 

range of artists, craftspeople, and designers. Gallery visits, 

both real and digital can be linked to the endorsed title as 

necessary. 

After making independent research students should record 

through visual imagery and annotation their ideas from the 

work of others. Making a personal response to the work of 

others, to learn how works were made and develop own 

skills. 

Responses made should be using appropriate materials 

and processes, for example, students working in the Textile 

Design endorsed title might be creating responses using 

fabric/ stitching/printing etc while students working in the 

photography endorsed title would be using mobile phone 

camera/DSLR camera or cyanotype processes etc. This 

work will continue to build on methods and processes 

learned in Component 1. Students could make purposeful 

annotations about how their research could develop into 

ideas for the final 10-hour outcome(s). 

Pre-booked or 

independent visit to 

a gallery. 

 

Access to 

computers to make 

virtual gallery visits. 

 

Resources for 

making practical 

responses may 

vary depending on 

endorsed title. 

Some galleries with online 

collections: 

Fine Art  

https://www.tate.org.uk/ab

out-us/collection 

Three-dimensional Design 

https://www.klassik-

stiftung.de/en/bauhaus-

museum-weimar/ 

Textile Design 

https://www.fashionmuseu

m.co.uk/ 

Photography  

https://thephotographersg

allery.org.uk/ 

Graphic Communication 

https://museumofbrands.c

om/ 

https://www.tate.org.uk/about-us/collection
https://www.tate.org.uk/about-us/collection
https://www.klassik-stiftung.de/en/bauhaus-museum-weimar/
https://www.klassik-stiftung.de/en/bauhaus-museum-weimar/
https://www.klassik-stiftung.de/en/bauhaus-museum-weimar/
https://www.fashionmuseum.co.uk/
https://www.fashionmuseum.co.uk/
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/
https://museumofbrands.com/
https://museumofbrands.com/


 

 

 

Week 
No. 

Learning objectives Assessment 
Objectives 

Learning activities/Lesson content Resources 
(materials) 

Exemplar resources 

5/6 To use practical 

visual recoding 

strategies to explore 

resources linked to 

individual ideas in 

response to the 

theme. 

 

AO1 

AO2 

AO3 

Students could work from their own primary and secondary 

sources using recording skills appropriate to their own skills 

and endorsed title. 

Work could be completed in sketchbooks, on worksheets, 

design sheets etc.  

Work should explore the formal elements and use drawing 

strategies as appropriate to the student’s area of study. 

 

Paper and suitable 

materials 

depending on the 

chosen discipline. 

 

Digital/film camera 

 

 

7/8/9 To experiment with 

media, materials, 

techniques and 

processes as 

relevant to the title 

studied.  

AO1 

AO2 

AO3 

Students now begin to work with greater focus on one idea 

exploring the characteristics, properties and effects of using 

different media, materials, techniques and processes, and 

the ways in which they can be used in relation to their own 

creative intentions and chosen area(s) of study.   

Practical work produced should consider different scales, 

creating samples, swatches, test pieces, maquettes and 

digital material. 

 

A range of 

materials to select 

from as 

experiments and 

studies develop. 

 

10/11 To plan for the 10-

hour period of 

sustained focus. 

To consolidate ideas 

and review progress 

to enable 

appropriate decision 

making. 

AO1 

AO2 

AO3 

By this stage it is possible that all students will be working 

with different mediums appropriate to their own individual 

intentions 

Students, as part of their planning could produce thumbnail 

composition studies, make further photoshoots, create 

maquettes etc. 

Students should plan the best use of the 10 hours to 

complete all response(s) within this time.  

Discussions with the teacher will help them make realistic 

plans using the resources available in the school. 

Students at this point in the preparatory period should all be 

undertaking homework and personal learning to individually 

develop the direction their line of enquiry.  

Range of materials 

appropriate to the 

areas of study. 

 



 

 

 

Week 
No. 

Learning objectives Assessment 
Objectives 

Learning activities/Lesson content Resources 
(materials) 

Exemplar resources 

12 To produce a fully 

resolved piece(s) of 

work that draw on 

the body of visual 

research made in 

response to the set 

theme. 

AO1 

AO2 

AO3 

AO4 

 

The centre should set out clearly the dates and times of 

exam conditions in which students will complete their final 

resolved outcome(s) 

Once the 10-hour period has commenced, Students must 

not access any of their preparatory work outside of this 

time.   

Having the preparatory work close to hand during the 10 

hours will help the student to make appropriate and 

considered decisions as the work progresses. 

Materials for the 

production of the 

final outcome(s). 

 

All preparatory 

work.  

 

  

 

Encouraging students to refer back to their earlier work on this component will naturally make their project appear more cohesive. Students should approach the timed test 

with a clear idea about the work they plan to create. 

The possibility of outcomes is endless – what is important is that evidence is presented to address each one of the four interlinked Assessment Objectives. 

 


