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1. Introduction 

This resource has been designed for centres to make on-going assessment 

decisions and aid teachers, when providing students with formative feedback about 

their work as it progresses. The images you see in these exemplars have been 

edited and cropped showing appropriate highlights from student’s submissions. As 

made clear in the specification the quality of work submitted for assessment is key: 

students should be encouraged to select a focused body of work for submission that 

evidences: 

 

• The progression of ideas and their work 

• The four assessment objectives 

• The coverage of the areas of study required by the specification  

 

More detailed exemplar materials are available on the Edexcel Pearson website 

showing a range of endorsed titles. 

 

Assessment objectives 

 

AO1 - Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding 

of sources 

AO2 - Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with 

appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes 

AO3 - Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work 

progresses 

AO4 - Present a purposeful and meaningful response that realises intentions and 

demonstrates understanding of visual language 

 

The descriptors in the assessment grid should be understood 

as follows: 

 

• Limited – insufficient knowledge, understanding and skills; minimal evidence 

or, and lack of structure in, the development and recording of ideas. 

• Basic – some knowledge, understanding and skills demonstrated but they are 

simplistic and deliberate; some structure and repetition in the development 

and recording of ideas. 

• Emerging competent – knowledge, understanding and skills are generally 

adequate but safe. 

• Competent and consistent – knowledge, understanding and skills are secure 

and cohesive throughout. 

• Confident and assured – knowledge, understanding and skills are effective and 

focused throughout. 

• Exceptional – knowledge, understanding and skills are in-depth, perceptive 

and accomplished throughout. 
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GCSE Art and Design assessment grid 

Instructions for use 

You should use the assessment grid on the next page to assess all students work for both 

components and all titles. 

 The assessment grid assesses the four Assessment Objectives equally. 

 The four Assessment Objectives are in the first column, with performance 

descriptors running across the grid. 

 The levels of performance head the seven remaining columns. 

 The six levels of performance each contain three marks. 

 There is a maximum of 18 marks available for each Assessment Objective. 

 Note that 0 marks should be awarded where work has not achieved the required 

standard for this qualification. 

The descriptors in the assessment grid should be understood as follows: 

 Limited – insufficient knowledge, understanding and skills; minimal evidence or, 

and lack of structure in, the development and recording of ideas. 

 Basic – some knowledge, understanding and skills demonstrated but they are 

simplistic and deliberate; some structure and repetition in the development and 

recording of ideas. 

 Emerging competent – knowledge, understanding and skills are generally 

adequate but safe. 

 Competent and consistent – knowledge, understanding and skills are secure 

and cohesive throughout. 

 Confident and assured – knowledge, understanding and skills are effective and 

focused throughout. 

 Exceptional – knowledge, understanding and skills are in-depth, perceptive and 

accomplished throughout. 

When assessing student work you should: 

 refer to published visual exemplars to establish a secure understanding of how 

descriptors relate to practical evidence; 

 use the bulleted descriptors in each box to determine which band the evidence 

meets best, working through each Assessment Objective separately; 

 use the descriptors holistically; there is not one mark available per descriptor; 

 decide whether the evidence ‘just’ meets, ‘mostly’ meets or ‘fully’ meets the 

descriptors in the band to determine the appropriate mark within the band; 

 use a best-fit approach to award the mark that corresponds most closely to the 

descriptors that have been met where evidence for an Assessment Objective 

meets descriptors from two or more different bands; 

 determine a mark out of 18 for each Assessment Objective; 

 add the marks for each Assessment Objective together for a total mark out of 72.
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Component 1: Personal Portfolio 

Endorsed title. Fine Art  

 This work exemplifies limited ability. 

Why is it limited?  

 Minimal evidence of structure. 

 No reference to the work of others. 

 Lack of refinement of ideas. 

 No purposeful annotation. 

How can this candidate improve? 

 More coherent submission of work. 

 Requires purposeful and meaningful annotation to  

support the development of ideas. 

 Reference artists to inform intentions. 

 

Examiner’s comment 

A strength of this candidate’s work is seen in their ability to apply the formal elements. 

 

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL 

1 2 1 2 6 
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Component 1: Personal Portfolio 

Endorsed title. Photography  

 This work exemplifies emerging competent ability. 

Why is it emerging competent?  

 Adequate use of skills. 

 Coherent development of ideas. 

 Relevant and clear contextual links. 

 Competent use of visual language and techniques. 

How can this candidate improve?  

 By exploring ideas with greater depth and understanding. 

 Experiment with more innovative and imaginative ways of working. 

 Extend the visual and contextual research.  

 

 

Examiner’s comment 

A strength of this candidate’s work is seen in their ability to produce a focussed and coherent submission of work.  

 

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL 

9 8 9 9 35 
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Component 1: Personal Portfolio 

Endorsed title. Three Dimensional Design  

 This work exemplifies confident and assured ability. 

Why is it confident and assured?  

 Accomplished use of 3D materials at all stages of development. 

 Purposeful, relevant and thorough contextual research. 

 Exploration and development of the initial idea. 

 Purposeful and meaningful annotation that helps to inform ideas. 

How can this candidate improve? 

 Develop better use of visual language and the formal elements.  

 Expressing ideas through drawing by using sketches as part of design process.  

 Show more refinement in the final stages of development. 

Examiner’s comment 

A strength of this candidate’s work is seen in their ability to develop the idea effectively from the initial visual and contextual research.  

 

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL 

13 13 13 13 52 
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Component 2: Externally Set Assignment: Past, Present and/or Future  

Endorsed title: Textile Design 

 This work exemplifies basic ability. 

Why is it basic?  

 Some integration of visual language and techniques. 

 The development of ideas demonstrates some structure.  

 Simplistic in the approach taken. 

How can this candidate improve? 

 Better visual connections between visual research and final outcome. 

 To see the potential of original ideas and develop them further. 

 

Examiner’s comment 

A strength of this candidate’s work is seen in the purposeful and meaningful annotation. 

 

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL 

7 5 5 6 23 
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Component 2: Externally Set Assignment: Past, Present and/or Future 

Endorsed title: Fine Art  

 This work exemplifies emerging competent ability. 

Why is it emerging competent?  

 Knowledge and understanding of skills are safe. 

 Use of media and techniques is secure. 

 Consistent abilty to record observations and relate them to personal 

intentions. 

How can this candidate improve? 

 Final outcome needs more imaginative development. 

 Contextual research that helps the student realise intentions. 

Examiner’s comment 

A strength of this candidate’s work is seen in their ability to produce a focussed and concise submission of work, along with competent and 

consistent use of the formal elements. 

 

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL 

8 9 10 10 37 
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Component 2: Externally Set Assignment: Past, Present and/or Future 

Endorsed title: Art Craft and Design  

 This work exemplifies confident and assured ability. 

Why is it confident and assured?  

 Focussed and thorough use of contextual research to inform idea. 

 Accomplished use of material and techniques. 

 Assured use of visual language and processes. 

 Imaginative and creative development of ideas. 

How can this candidate improve? 

 Knowledge and skills need to be evidenced, in depth, throughout the whole submission.  

 

Examiner’s comment 

A strength of this candidate’s work is seen in their ability to experiment and take risks when refining ideas, along with their intuitive use of 

the visual language. 

 

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL 

14 15 14 15 58 
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