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• Understand the process of Marking and 

Standardisation

• Recognise characteristics of each performance level 

in GCSE Art and Design

• Understand how to use assessment tools and 

exemplars to mark students' work accurately

• Mark samples of work using the assessment tools

• Ask questions 

Aims and Objectives
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• Preparing for the Moderation/ Internal Standardisation

• Assessment grid and Taxonomy

• Warm up exercise 

• Walk through Fine Art Component 1, Standard mark of 72

• Marking sample 1 (Photography) / feedback of Standard 

Mark

• Marking Sample 2 (Fine Art) / feedback of Standard mark

• Marking Sample 3 (Textile Design) / feedback of Standard 

mark

• Marking Sample 4 (Three-Dimensional Design) / 

feedback of Standard mark

• Q&A

• Plenary

Agenda



• Assessment Objectives:

DEVELOP, REFINE, RECORD, 

PRESENT

• Titles/areas of study

• Components

• Drawing

• Annotation

• Selection of work for assessment

• Grade Boundaries

• Exemplars and Support



Internal standardisation and moderation 

Internal Standardisation Centres are reminded that it is their responsibility to ensure that where more than 

one teacher-examiner has marked the work in a centre, effective internal standardisation has been carried 

out within each component across all teaching groups and across all titles. The marking of all titles is 

considered as one and therefore adjustments applied to one title will affect the marks for other titles. This 

procedure ensures that the work of all candidates at the centre is marked to the same standard. The 

statement confirming the accuracy of mark being submitted online MUST be ticked. 

It may not be possible for external moderation to take place if effective internal standardisation has not been 

carried out. If it appears to the moderator that the internal standardisation has not been carried out, they 

may withdraw from the moderation. The centre will then be required to remark all candidates’ work and carry 

out internal standardisation, once complete moderation will resume.

(Administrative support guide, pp.10-11)



GCSE Art and Design Specification (p.28)



GCSE Art and Design 
Assessment Tools



GCSE Art and Design Taxonomy



Exemplar materials
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Practical Assessment Guide



GCSE Art and Design Assessment Grid



GCSE Art and Design Notional Component Grade 

Boundaries 2024



Unstructured

Clumsy

Disjointed

Minimal

Elementary

Performance Level 1: LIMITED
Mark range 1-12 out of 72 marks



Deliberate

Methodical

Superficial

Unrefined

Simplistic

Tentative

Performance Level 2: BASIC
Mark range 16-24 out of 72 marks



Reflective

Predictable

Growing Control

Broadening

Endeavour

Safe

Performance Level 3: EMERGING COMPETENT
Mark range 28-36 out of 72 marks



Informed

Purposeful

Secure

Engaged

Skilful

Thoughtful

Cohesive

Performance Level 4: COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT
Mark range 40-48 out of 72 marks



Advanced

Convincing

Comprehensive

Focused

Perceptive

Refined

Resolved

Risk-taking

Performance Level 5: CONFIDENT AND ASSURED
Mark range 52-60 out of 72 marks



Accomplished

Inspired

Intuitive

Insightful

Powerful

Extraordinary

Unexpected

Outstanding

Performance Level 6: EXCEPTIONAL
Mark range 64-72 out of 72 marks



Warm up exercise

• This a Component 1 Fine Art sample

• Decide a performance level, just using the Taxonomy from your pack and looking at the work holistically.

• Best fit approach… just/mostly/fully?
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Performance level?



Just, mostly, fully?



Mark out of 72?



Standard Mark 

49







Component 1 Fine Art 
Standard Mark- 49 
Performance Level 4/5: Competent and Consistent/ Confident and Assured

A01 A02 A03 A04

Mark
12 13 12 12

Performance 

Level
4 5 4 4

Fully

Competent 

and 

Consistent  

ability

Just 

Confident 

and Assured 

ability

Fully

Competent 

and 

Consistent  

ability

Fully

Competent 

and 

Consistent  

ability

Keywords from the taxonomy:

Comprehensive



Exemplar Gallery

Standard Mark- 49  (A01:12 A02:13A03:13 A04:11)

Performance Level 5 : Competent and Consistent/ Confident and Assured (Risk-taking) 



Component 1 Fine Art
Standard Mark-72
Performance Level 6: Exceptional

A01 A02 A03 A04

Mark
18 18 18 18

Performance 

Level
6 6 6 6

Fully 

exceptional 

ability

Fully 

exceptional 

ability

Fully 

exceptional 

ability

Fully 

exceptional 

ability

Keywords from the taxonomy:

Accomplished, Inspired, Intuitive, Insightful, Powerful, Extraordinary, 

Unexpected, Outstanding
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Component 1 Fine Art
Standard Mark-72
Performance Level 6: Exceptional

A01 A02 A03 A04

Mark
18 18 18 18

Performance 

Level
6 6 6 6

Fully 

Exceptional 

ability

Fully 

Exceptional 

ability

Fully 

Exceptional 

ability

Fully 

Exceptional 

ability

Keywords from the taxonomy:

Accomplished, Inspired, Intuitive, Insightful, Powerful, Extraordinary, 

Unexpected, Outstanding



Exemplar Gallery

62

Standard Mark- 70  (A01:17 A02:17 A03:18 A04:18)

Performance Levels 6: Exceptional (Accomplished, Inspired, Intuitive, Insightful, Powerful, Extraordinary, 

Outstanding)



GCSE Art and Design marking exercise 

For this activity you will need:

• A copy of the Taxonomy and the Assessment grid

• The answer sheet, to record your marks and make notes

You will look at 4 samples from different centres:

• Photography component 1

• Fine Art component 1

• Textile Design component 2

• Three-dimensional Design component 2





Test 1: Photography,  
Component 1













































































Standard Mark 60
Component 1 Photography

A01:15 A02:15 A03:15 A04:15

Performance Level 5: Confident and Assured (Advanced, Convincing, Comprehensive, Focused, 

Perceptive, Refined, Resolved, Risk-taking)



Component 1 Photography
Standard Mark- 60
Performance Level 5: Confident and Assured

A01 A02 A03 A04

Mark
15 15 15 15

Performance 

Level
5 5 5 4

Fully 

Confident 

and Assured 

ability

Fully  

Confident 

and Assured 

ability

Fully 

Confident 

and Assured 

ability

Fully 

Confident 

and Assured 

ability

Keywords from the taxonomy:

Confident and Assured: Advanced, Convincing, Comprehensive, Focused, 

Perceptive, Refined, Resolved, Risk-taking



Test 2: Fine Art,  Component 1

























Standard Mark 54
Component 1 Fine Art

A01:14 A02:14 A03:14 A04:12

Performance Level 5: Confident and Assured (Convincing, Risk-taking) 



Component 1 Fine Art
Standard Mark- 54
Performance Level 5: Confident and Assured

A01 A02 A03 A04

Mark
14 14 14 12

Performance 
Level

5 5 5 4

Mostly 
Confident 
and Assured 
ability

Mostly 
Confident 
and Assured 
ability

Mostly 
Confident 
and Assured 
ability

Fully 
Competent 
and 
Consistent

Keywords from the taxonomy:

Convincing, Risk-taking



Exemplar Gallery

Standard Mark- 54  (A01:14 A02:15 A03:13 A04:12)

Performance Levels 5: Confident and Assured ( Comprehensive, Focused, Refined)



Test 3: Textile Design,  
Component 2































Standard Mark 35
Component 2 Textile Design

A01:9 A02:9 A03:9 A04:8

Performance Level 3: Emerging Competent ( Predictable, Growing control, Broadening, Endeavour, Safe)



Component 1 Textile Design
Standard Mark-35
Performance Level 3: Emerging Competent 

A01 A02 A03 A04

Mark
9 9 9 8

Performance 

Level
3 3 3 3

Fully 

emerging 

competent 

ability

Fully 

emerging 

competent 

ability

Fully 

emerging 

competent 

ability

Mostly 

emerging 

competent 

ability

Keywords from the taxonomy:

Predictable, Growing control, Broadening, Endeavour, Safe



Standard Mark- 35  (A01:9 A02:9 A03:9 A04:8)

Performance Level 3:  Emerging Competent (Reflective, Predictable, Growing control, Broadening, Safe) 

Exemplar Gallery



Test 4: Three–dimensional 
Design, Component 2















Standard Mark 20
Component 2 Three-dimensional Design

A01:4 A02:5 A03:4 A04:7

Performance Level 2: Basic (Methodical, Deliberate, Simplistic) 



Component 1 Three-dimensional Design
Standard Mark-20
Performance Level 2: Basic

A01 A02 A03 A04

Mark
4 5 4 7

Performance 

Level
2 2 2 3

Just basic 

ability

Mostly basic 

ability

Just basic 

ability

Just 

emerging 

competent 

ability

Keywords from the taxonomy: 

Methodical, Deliberate, Simplistic



Standard Mark- 20  (A01:5 A02:5 A03:5 A04:5)

Performance Level 2:  Basic (Unrefined, Simplistic, Tentative) 

Exemplar Gallery



Preparing for the Moderation visit
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Video support



The use of Artificial Intelligence in Art and Design





Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Questions and Answers



Frequently asked questions

• Can you clarify what best fit approach means on the marking grid?

• Do I always have to use the GCSE taxonomy to mark work?

• When searching online for exemplars , what should I do if I can’t find a standard marked exemplar that is 

the same title as the one I do in my centre?

• Can/should I give a student full marks 72/72?

• Please can you clarify if I can use grade boundaries to help me establish whether I have given a student 

the correct mark? 

• How important is it for internal standardisation to be completed in my department?



Frequently asked questions

• How many projects, briefs, tasks or themes should there be in component 1 in order for it to be a credible 

body of evidence? 

• Do students have to use sketchbooks, or can they mount work on boards?

• Please can you explain how I should approach selecting work for component 1.

• Can students submit a 100% digital portfolio for all titles?

• How do I submit work for moderation as an International centre?

• What is the deadline for submitting marks?

• When does my moderator contact me to arrange a visit?

• What is the difference between Art, Craft and Design and the endorsed titles? 



• My centre switched from DT to Art and Design 

– how can I deliver this successfully in art?

• What can students prepare prior to the 10 

hours period of sustained focus? 

Any other questions? 

Frequently asked questions



Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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