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Moderator Commentary

This Three-dimensional Design-Ceramics, Component 2 consists of an A2 poly-folder and various ceramic models,
trials and outcomes completed as aresponse to the examination theme of ‘Gathering’. Images of the work selected
here reflect the characteristics at the entry point of Performance Level 6, Exceptional, with a mark of 64/72.

)y

Ina mind-map created for the exam theme “"Gathering’,” the candidate includes comprehensive notes, sketches,
and annotations referencing several ceramicists. A self-directed visit to the Victoria and Albert Museum to view Dale
Chihuly’s work inspires them to explore flower forms, leading to the creation of accomplished black-and-white
photo collages that are later developedinto ceramic tile samples.

Inspired by the American Ceramicist Giselle Hicks, the candidate insightfully comments: “Hick’s work has really
inspired me- | plan to create silk-screen backgrounds of my drawings and lots of 3D plant elementsinto my work
too”. Refined and detailed test tiles are created by layering various glazes, including celadon and stoneware, to
achieve a glass-like finish. After reducing their convincing pen drawings for silkscreen transfer, they use the screento
apply underglazes and glazes on test tiles to experiment with final finishes.
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Moderator Commentary

Accomplished trials and maquettes are slab-built with silkscreened underglazes based on the candidate’s drawings,
demanding precise construction. Delicate and fragile hand-crafted floral forms feature a celadon glaze for a glossy

finish. The candidate plans to further develop the intricate detailing at various scales to enhance depth and focus of
the intricate organic floral forms.

Overthe 10 hours of sustained investigation, the candidate creates an exceptionally ambitious ceramic piece that
combines ideas from various relevant sources and artists, as well as personal and independent concepts. The curved
slab-built panel supports hand-crafted flora and fauna set against a blue screen-printed floral backdrop. Advanced

and accomplished skills in ceramic construction is evident throughout the preparatory studies and within the
examination outcome.

In order to move more securely within Performance Level 6, the candidate could elevate the work’s originality and
coherence, ensuring a more unexpectedresponse to the theme. Thoughtfully expanding on compositional
complexity andintegrating insightful critical reflections could enhance the submission.
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