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20 marks - 1TD0 C2 1

Component 2 Three-dimensional Design
Standard Mark  –  20
Performance Level 2: Basic



This Three-dimensional Design Component 2 consists of an A4 sketch pad alongside some maquettes and models, in response to the 

Externally Set Assignment theme of ‘Power’. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work within Performance Level 2, 

Basic, with a mark of 20/72.

The theme of ‘Power' inspires the candidate to collect a series of images of trees, including a photograph of a simple 3D model of a tree. 

They are inspired by images of work by British artist Mark Irwin, and tentatively comment on their interest to '"mix the power of metal and 

humans with the power of nature and its unstoppable force".

The candidate methodically describes their interest in Japanese Bonsai trees and the Weeping Willow, supported by secondary source 

imagery. They make a simplistic flat air-dried clay pot base as a trial for the timed examination response. Laser cut tree shapes are made 

and used to refine ideas and experiment in the building of a structure.

Photographs of the small, fragile and unrefined sculpture (20 cm high) are made with laser cut leaf sections using a glue gun. Images used 

in preparation for the laser cutting of the shapes are included as preparatory work, as well as a simple wire maquette. A more sustained 

model trials the concept of using tear shaped Perspex shapes that are laser-engraved with emotive words, reflecting the weeping willow's 

“sadness with the world”.

Despite aspects of the work being unrefined, there are tentative signs of a personal idea being communicated through the candidate’s 

creative responses. Within the 10-hour period of sustained focus, there have been some structural refinements to a wire tree form, and the 

candidate has pursued the idea of the tear drops of the Weeping Willow, adding more drops of different colours and laser-engraved words. A 

reference to Japanese Bonsai pots is made with the making of the clay base, that emphasises the miniature scale of the tree. 

In order for the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 2, Basic, the candidate could demonstrate greater ability to 

develop and sustain ideas through more refined experimentation and exploration of model-making materials and techniques.

Moderator commentary
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