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Moderator Commentary
This Textile Design Component 2 submission comprises an A3 sketchbook and an embroidered outcome, presented 
on an embroidery hoop and produced during the 10-hour period of sustained focus, in response to the examination 
theme ‘Gathering’. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work within Performance Level 1, 
Limited, with a mark of 9/72. The strength of the submission lies in Assessment Objective 4, Present.

The candidate begins their preparatory period by producing a written mind map based on the starting points 
provided in the ESA paper. They then create two visual mood boards using internet-sourced images as literal 
responses to the ideas identified in their mind map. However, their stated intention to investigate the theme of 
‘human-made’ led to the development of mood boards incorporating secondary images of fruit and architecture, 
subjects that appear only loosely connected to the initial concept.

A limited critical understanding of sources is evident throughout the submission, with an unstructured approach to 
the development and recording of ideas. Several disconnected starting points were explored, showing minimal 
awareness of their relevance to the candidate’s stated intentions. Annotation was largely descriptive or biographical 
in nature and appeared to be copied from various online sources, demonstrating little personal analysis or reflection.

In response to their own photograph of a necklace featuring Yemeni symbolism, the candidate produced an 
embroidered sample exploring the theme of ‘personal identity’. This demonstrated a basic understanding of 
embroidery techniques, employing a limited range of running and back stitches.
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Moderator Commentary
Reference to the work of contemporary embroidery artist Richard Saja, known for his humorous and subversive 
stitching on historical imagery, inspired the candidate to produce a personal response. However, the candidate’s 
understanding of the conceptual depth and textile techniques evident in Saja’s practice was not demonstrated in 
their simplified embroidered sample depicting an Apple iPhone.

The candidate produced several clumsy thumbnail sketches in pencil and coloured pencil when planning the final 
embroidered outcome, supported by limited annotation that only briefly outlines their intentions: “ A simple house 
with clear and harmonious façade is required where the following elements can be seen - exterior structure and 
roof”.

During the 10-hour period of sustained focus, the candidate produced an embroidered depiction of a simple house, 
using back and running stitches in a restricted palette of brown and cream threads. The work is presented within a 20 
cm embroidery hoop and demonstrates a limited understanding of textile visual language and the application of 
formal elements.

In order for the submission to fully meet all the descriptors for Performance Level 1, Limited, the candidate could 
demonstrate greater ability to develop and sustain initial ideas through experimenting further with visual concepts 
and embroidery techniques.
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