Component 2: Textile Design

Standard Mark: 9

Performance Levels 1: Limited Ability

Mark

Performance
Level

Mostly Mostly Mostly Fully limited
limited ability | limited ability | limited ability | ability
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Moderator Commentary

This Textile Design Component 2 submission comprises an A3 sketchbook and an embroidered outcome, presented
onan embroidery hoop and produced during the 10-hour period of sustained focus, inresponse to the examination
theme ‘Gathering’. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work within Performance Level 1,
Limited, with a mark of 9/72. The strength of the submission liesin Assessment Objective 4, Present.

The candidate begins their preparatory period by producing a written mind map based on the starting points
providedinthe ESA paper. They then create two visual mood boards using internet-sourced images as literal
responses to the ideas identified in theirmind map. However, their stated intention to investigate the theme of
‘human-made’ led to the development of mood boardsincorporating secondary images of fruit and architecture,
subjects that appearonly loosely connected to theinitial concept.

Alimited critical understanding of sources is evident throughout the submission, with an unstructured approach to
the development andrecording of ideas. Several disconnected starting points were explored, showing minimal
awareness of theirrelevance to the candidate’s stated intentions. Annotation was largely descriptive or biographical
innature and appeared to be copied from various online sources, demonstrating little personal analysis or reflection.

Inresponse to theirown photograph of a necklace featuring Yemeni symbolism, the candidate produced an
embroidered sample exploring the theme of ‘personal identity’. This demonstrated a basic understanding of
embroidery techniques, employing a limited range of running and back stitches.

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 2



Moderator Commentary

Reference to the work of contemporary embroidery artist Richard Saja, known for his humorous and subversive
stitching on historicalimagery, inspired the candidate to produce a personal response. However, the candidate’s
understanding of the conceptual depth and textile techniques evident in Saja’s practice was not demonstratedin
their simplified embroidered sample depicting an Apple iPhone.

The candidate produced several clumsy thumbnail sketches in pencil and coloured pencil when planning the final
embroidered outcome, supported by limited annotation that only briefly outlines theirintentions: “ A simple house
with clear and harmonious fagade is required where the following elements can be seen - exterior structure and
roof”.

During the 10-hour period of sustained focus, the candidate produced an embroidered depiction of a simple house,
using back and running stitches in arestricted palette of brown and cream threads. The work is presented withina 20
cmembroidery hoop and demonstrates a limited understanding of textile visual language and the application of
formal elements.

In order for the submission to fully meet all the descriptors for Performance Level 1, Limited, the candidate could
demonstrate greater ability to develop and sustaininitial ideas through experimenting further with visual concepts
and embroidery techniques.
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In the style of Richard saja

o The iPhone s one of the most popular smartphones in the world and a very useful

device in our daily lives. It is used for:+ Communication: Whether through calls,

messages, or social media applications such as WhatsApp and Snapchat.
Photography: It has high-quality cameras used to capture professional-quality photos
and videos.- Work and study: Through office applications such as Microsoft Office,
Notes, and Task Scheduler.. Entertainment: It allows you to watch movies, listen to
music, and play games i high quality.- Security and privacy: It includes features such
as Face ID and personal data protection. Integration with Apple devices: It can be
connected to the Apple Watch, iPad, and Mac for a seamless and integrated
experience. Thanks to these features, the iPhane has become an essential device that

SUPPOrts users in all aspects of their daily lives.

T

Richard Saja is an artist making work in Catskill, New York. After
first attending the University of the Arts in Philadelphia to study
surface design, he devoted his studies to the great books of
Western Civilization at St Johns College in Santa Fe, NM and
received a BA as a math and philosophy major.

After a brief stint working as an art director on Madison Ave,, all
his interests coalesced and a small design firm, Historically
Inaccurate Decorative Arts, was born in the early aughts. Though
he occasionally feels the need to explore avenues of expression
beyond that of the needle, the majority of Saja's work focuses on
creating "interferences" of the formal patterns of French toile
through embroidery. He has exhibited internationally with shows
in New York, Paris, London and Berlin and the National Museum
of Embroidery in South Korea and his work has recently been

- exhibited at the Museum of Fine Arts Boston and is included in

- the per llection of the Philadelphia M of Art./

.




* This image appears to depict a digitally altered or conc_eptual art
version of the Royal Liver Building in Liverpool, United Kingdom.
The original building is a landmark known for its clock tower and
the Liver Birds that sit atop it, symbolizing the city. Image
Analysis1. Post-apocalyptic theme:e The building appears severely
dilapidated, with missing sections, cracks, and overgrown
vegetation.e The surrounding area appears deserted, with
destroyed infrastructure and a general sense of desolation.e The
lighting and color grading create a muted, almost dusty
atmosphere, enhancing the dystopian feel.2. Symbolism and
mood:e The image evokes themes of time, decay, and nature’s
reclaiming of man-made structures.» The broken but still standing
building suggests resilience despite the destruction.e The eerie
stillness suggests a world without human presence. ,

the Royal Liver
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