
Component 2: Textile Design
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Performance Level  5: Confident and Assured 

Keywords from the taxonomy: Focused, Risk-taking
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Moderator Commentary
This Component 2 Textile Design submission consists of 4 A1 sheets of preparatory studies and an A2 sheet with 
three-dimensional textile outcomes created during the 10-hour period of sustained focus in response to the theme 
of ‘Gathering’. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work placed just into Performance 
Level 5, Confident and Assured ability with a mark of 53/72. The strength of the submission lies within Assessment 
Objective 4, Present.

The candidate begins their preparatory study on the theme of ‘family gathering’ by exploring the three-dimensional 
mixed media textile work of Jean Draper, Rachael Singleton, and Priscilla Edwards. Known for their sculptural pieces 
combining wire, felt, natural, and repurposed fabrics with free machine embroidery and hand-stitched 
embellishments, these artists inspire the candidate’s own informed material choices. Using naturally dyed and hand-
painted fabrics, the candidate creates samples with techniques such as piecing, wrapping, binding, patchwork, free 
machine embroidery, hand-stitched marks, and wire sculpture.

These samples demonstrate a clear understanding of a wide variety of mixed media textile processes and the 
techniques employed by the artists. The work informs the candidate’s exploration of family dining objects through 
hand-stitched sculptural pots and wire textile forms. Thoughtful and purposeful annotation throughout reflects 
confident knowledge of both concepts and methods. For example, in response to Rachael Singleton’s ‘Worn and 
Weathered’ work, the candidate writes: “This textile piece is a very imaginative and abstract exploration, a 
representation of texture and colour, but more importantly, form”.
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In preparation for the timed test, the candidate investigates a wide range of construction techniques and materials: 
painted modroc, handmade felt,  trapped layers of dyed fabric and dissolvable fabric for the plate; fine metal wire, 
hot wax, silk fabric strips, and hand stitching for the cutlery; and layered dyed hessian, cotton, muslin, and lace, 
combined with free machine embroidery for the cup. This body of work reflects a confident and assured approach 
to the selection and exploration of media, materials, techniques, and processes, underpinned by a willingness to 
take creative risks.

Created during the 10-hour period of sustained focus, the candidate produces a skilful and cohesive set of three-
dimensional sculptural textile objects in the form of a place setting. Informed by a selective and comprehensive 
body of preparatory work, the final outcome effectively brings together key concepts explored throughout the line 
of enquiry.

In order for the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 5, the candidate could provide greater 
evidence of how the connections with relevant source material have informed their sustained journey in a more 
perceptive way. This would have added greater depth and narrative to their visual journey, reflecting a more 
convincing approach to the Externally Set Assignment theme.
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