
Component 2: Textile Design
Standard Mark – 53

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 13 13 14 13 53
Level 5 5 5 5

Just 
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Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Comprehensive



Examiner comments
This Textile Design Component 2 submission consists of an A3 sketchbook and two additional textile pieces, the embellishment of the handmade 
dress is presented as the timed response. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work just into Performance Level 5, 
Confident and Assured, with a mark of 53/72.

The candidate begins by mind mapping the Externally Set Assignment theme ‘Lock’. They then purposefully explore contextual sources, that inspire 
them personally with extensive written annotation that considers how they link to the theme. To start the exploration and visual recording process 
the candidate records photographically. Working with a single model in various directed sessions they visually engage with their ideas and later 
extend this with perceptive annotation. The final photoshoot forms the foundation to the final response. Here and throughout the work, the 
candidate annotation articulates their ideas, and thought processes to give insight into their development process. Able to communicate how they 
are developing their ideas and reference to various sources, gives us a truly comprehensive overview of their journey. 

Contextual sources such as traditional embroidery, the societal depictions by Ben Lewis Giles and structural garments such as those by Issey Miyake 
help the candidate to further develop their ideas. Photoshoots, studies and relevant use of found materials all form an essential part of their 
journey. Sampling is extensive and shows a confident use of a sewing machine from more traditional machine stitching to more elaborate free 
stitching. The candidate is skilful and refined in these depictions of facial features using sewing techniques. “…that each of these samples can reflect 
my view of society in their own different way and I really like how each of them show a contrasting view on different social issues…”

The final response is the handmade dress which is cut from their own pattern and follows traditional dress making techniques to be fully assembled 
into a functional piece of clothing. Elements are refined and embellished, which the candidate shows through experiments and explanations, all in 
readiness for the timed test. During the 10-hour timed period the candidate embellishes the dress, in a way which is reflective of the theme ‘Society’ 
with various found materials; train tickets, packets, newspaper and receipts for example. These are all attached using sewing techniques. The final 
piece is then modelled and photographed. 

For the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured, the candidate could demonstrate greater evidence of 
more varied experimentation in response to a wider development of ideas.
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