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Component 2: Photography
Standard Mark – 64

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL

Mark 16 16 16 16 64

Level 6 6 6 6

Just 
exceptional 
ability

Just 
exceptional 
ability

Just 
exceptional 
ability

Just 
exceptional 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Accomplished

Insightful



Examiner comments
This Photography Component 2 submission of work consists of an A3 sketch pad and 3 A1 prints with the final image being the timed examination 
response. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work at the entry point of Performance Level 6, Exceptional performance 
with a mark of 64/72.

The candidate makes a mind-map in response to the examination theme of ‘Lock’. A collection of secondary source images and a link to the still life 
images of photographer Albert Renger-Patzsch, inspire the candidate to create an insightful photo shoot focusing on close-up shots of forks on a 
mirrored surface.  

The candidate records the editing of selected photographs and presents a series of accomplished experimental outcomes that reflect an 
accomplished understanding of the formal elements. The candidate references photographer André Kertész’ work and includes a contact sheet of 
their own responses and further refinements. They comment on the precise elements of Kertész’ work, and their plans to “edit out all spots and 
marks to leave a clean image”. 

The work of painter Georgio Morandi (1890-1964) and the photographer Kevin Best inspires the candidate to take an unexpected route of spray 
painting all their own selected still life objects, the bright white tones creating a high exposure image.

The work from the 10-hour period of sustained focus is printed in an A1 format. Within it is a consolidation, with greater complexity, of the 
candidate’s developed ideas into an accomplished and insightful image. They have edited the image through mirroring and editing the imagery 
through an exceptional understanding of the formal elements and photo editing techniques. The theme of lock is investigated through the idea of 
still life being a subject matter that locks the object in time. 

The mark of 64 places the candidate just into Performance Level 6, having fully met the keywords from the taxonomy for performance level 5, 
confident and assured – advanced, convincing, comprehensive, focused, perceptive, refined resolved and risk-taking, just moving into the exceptional 
performance level with the work being accomplished and insightful.
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