


Examiner comments
This Photography Component 2 submission is presented as PDFs of digital slides with outcomes integrated as well as presented as standalone 
digital images. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work between Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent and 
Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured ability, with a mark of 48/72.

Working from the Externally Set Assignment title ‘Lock’ the candidate navigates from this starting point to ‘Self-worth’ then ‘Social Standards’. Using a 
variety of contextual sources as a starting point the candidate quickly focuses in on the song ‘scars to your beautiful’ by Alessia Cara to inform their 
observations of beauty and application of make-up, as shown in their first photoshoot. Through the completion of further photoshoots and written 
annotated reflections, they progress their ideas and refine their observations purposefully. Technical skill is seen to progress through not only in the 
capturing but also in the editing of the photographs. Digital software is used to complete this process for example, cropping and contrast 
adjustments to result in a more skilful outcome. Working frequently with monochrome the candidate focuses on texture and lighting to really engage 
the viewer. 

The later series of photoshoots are worked through in colour and have had considerable time put into staging and directing the scenario being 
portrayed and captured. Thoughtful use of a variety of models helps these shoots separate narratives and allows the candidate to show idea 
development as well as visual language and technical skills. 

The candidate refines their ideas of how girls are perceived by society “…the main point I wanted to target within my prints is that society will never 
change, it will always be forceful and unfair, so we are the ones who need to change around it…”. 

To further develop this body of work to go beyond that of Performance Level 4, the candidate would benefit from demonstrating a more perceptive 
analyses of contextual sources, which, could then inform idea refinements and experimentation of techniques and processes, leading to a more 
accomplished personal response. 





mental health-memories-time-trauma-eyes-

feeling-closed-promise-image-hypnotising-youth-

passage-abuse-isolating-human nature-sleep

paralysis-marriage-united-physical lock-work


ethic-safety-embrace-protect-together-stuck-

claustrophbia-habits-bolt-gated-combined-prison-

darkness-deep-underground-asthetic-society-

expectation-capture-release-hooked-sealed-


phobia-weakness-heights-insomia-lucid dreaming-
empathy-family domestic violence anger-fear-


frozen-s hitzoph enia- dd ction-sub tance abuse-
reapeating-order-cycle-kidnapped-bipolar-


depression-dementia-restricted-love-torture-

value-never ending-dissociation-danger-


spiderweb-deception-chaos-lies-captive-battle-

jealousy-war-religion-cult-crime-fear-hatred-


broken-nightmare-destination-interest-history-

education-cage-honesty-punishment-alone-


imprisoned-confinement-evil-prisoner-birds-free-

letters-relationships-torn-guns-universe-days


repeat-key-confined-phobia-mind-trauma -self

worth

Lock









in this shoot you will see representation of how girls use makeup to cover
their imperfections. i decided to use this idea for a shoot because first of

all it fits into my theme of beauty standards but also to show how it is
normalised to cake on makeup, hiding your freckles and moles. you cover
your pale lips with lipstick and cover your pink cheeks with bronzer doing
anything to change the person before you in the mirror. this is not what

its suppse to be like

she just wants to be beautiful

















'sculpted by the sculptor' is a shoot i decided to take to show


how society bends girls into what they deem perfect. i chose to


use this idea because it connects to the idea about standards


however this isnt just the standards of society because they


are physically changing us and forming us into something


that we are not.

sculpted by the sculptor 































scars to your beautiful





























this shoot shows a girl in class, we can clearly see that
she is worried and angry. she is taking out her feelings
on someone else which is why i chose to use this quote.

in our society today we need to learn that we need to
treat ourselves with kindness in order for others to

treat us that way. instead of being confrontational and
taking everything someone says as a mean comment

against you, think about yourself, love yourself and you
will realise that noone thinks bad thoughts about you or

your body. your own mind thinks those thoughts.

"be kind to yourself. your body is a temple
and you are the goddess that resides within

it"- poetic peach
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i chose to use this photo because of how subtle it is. a lot of my photos are very dark,  
and have a lot to them where as this is so quiet. the picture is very smooth and sleek

which i think goes with my idea of trying not to stand out. at the first glimpse you
wouldnt notice anything physically wrong with this photo which is what i wanted, i
wanted this photo to be about the mental challenges she faces so i asked heer to put
her hands in her lap, this shows she is scared to mistakes, she is scared of faliure so
she tries to avoid things she could make a mistake in. her blank expressions shows

how she isnt focusing on her work as she should be but instead in her own thoughts
thinking about all the things she did wrong 
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i chose to use this photo for one of my final photos because of how soft it is. i took this
photo in a museum of this persons house. it is the exact way it was when the person passed
away, it had been kept and now its a moment in our history.i used this fact to symbolie how
nothing in society changes. i wanted to show how no ideas change or evolve and its always

the same outdated ideas. so the question is, why do we follow these ideas? in this photo i
love the way the angle captures the mirror and book, it looks as if someone is about to sit

on the bed and read the book showing us how it captures time. the bed sheets being pleated
shows us how old it really is, again linking to the age of the ideas from society as a whole. i

love how the window and wall is blurred so it draws your eye to the table on the bed.
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i had two versions of this photo, the first was in colour and the second was in black and white. the one in
colour showed experimentation, joy in makeup and how she loved using makeup where as this photo in
black and white shows pain, she feels its necessary for her to wear makeup and doesnt feel comfortable

without it. i chose to over exaggerate the makeup because i want to show how she will never feel
comfortable. enough with never be enough. she now only feels normal with makeup. this photo shows

how makeup lost its fun aspect. she no longer enjoys it. its a chore to do everyday. eachday feeling
worse and worse as shes getting used to her face so she has to add more makeup. this shows how

insecurity builds up into a necessity until you cant look at yourself without it. there is a song 'anti-hero'
by Taylor swift, it includes the line 'ill stare directly at the sun but never in the mirror' which i think really

reflects this photo and i used that lyric for inspiration because it shows how you will do anything to
avoid seeing your reflection due to your insecurities being so intense. i was hesitant on using this photo
because of the light in the background however i think it shows us that its not just within modelling or
the beauty industry that people feel insecure within themselves. the daylight lighting shows that girls
will sit at home questioning their looks. the three spaces of light behind her head look like the lights

from beauty mirrors showing she is looking in the mirror 
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i chose to use this photo in the final prints because i love the way the angle is from the
side of her face. it isnt her view or the photographers view, its from the view of someone
beside her. maybe a close friend, maybe not. but i think having this view captured is very

important as we go about our days watching others being used and exploited, we feel
powerless when it comes to sticking up for them which is why her face is framed. we

watch as she poses for the exploitation she doesnt know is coming. i love the black and
white because i think when you look at this photo you can straigh taway see its not happy
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i chose to use this photo for my final prints because i think it expresses how you can question
beliefs. you dont have to agree with everything. a big theme in my final prints is that you are

allowed to let go, your allowed to not think the same as everyone else. in this photo her
expression made me stop and think about the meaning because the pain on her face looks as if
she has been lied to. she feels betrayed. betrayed by social media? betrayed by the ones who
were suppose to be honest?in this photo she looks as if she i trying to figure out who she is.
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i chose to use this photo in my final photos because it shows how we get molded and
formed into the people society needs and wants. from a young age women are taught to
cook and clean, they are raised with 'doll babies' as toys and a motherly role is forced on

them. in this photo the black and white filter shows that it is sad, it is not right, she is
physically stretching her mouth showing how we turn ourselves into something were
not, we will change ourself so that others are happy. i like how in this photo she has a
blank expression in her eyes showing she doesnt want to change herslf however she

feels a duty to. this relates to my theme for my final prints because you can let go from
your 'duties' forced upon you, there are no boundaries for what you are allowed to do
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in this photo it looks as if she is contemplating if what she is going through is right.
the thoughts rush through her head. can he say that to me? why would they say

that? this is why i added the photo. you can clearly see the expression of discomfort
on her face, and the colours of the photo still being dark but not black and white

shows that she is stepping out of the state of denial and forming her own opinions
and ideas. i chose to use a4 glossy for this photo because i dont want the photo took

look pixelated or blurry if i used matte paper because it is so dark.
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i again chose to use A4 glossy for this photo because if i used matte the black area
outside of her would turn chalky so i think glossy paper is the best fit for this photo.i

chose to use this photo because it represents her falling into societies grasp. she
trusts them and believes it is an honest conception. she puts her faith in social
media, following trends assuming they will make her feel better about her own

insecurities but they dont. i used black and white for this whole shoot but i think
this photo especially needed it because she fully trusts society and peoples opinions 
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this photo is very similar to another one ive chosen however theres a few slight
differences. in this photo she is looking straight at the person infront of her,

listening to all they say however the tears in her eyes show that she doesnt believe
that person anymore, she is sad because she put her faith in someone who let her
down. i chose this photo because of the colours, it is lighter than the similar one

showing that slowly she is losing her faith in others more and more. i chose to use
a4 glossy because i didnt want the photo to be too big or it would have taken away

from the expression on her face. i chose glossy paper because i didnt want the
background to go a chalky colour 
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in this photo it shows how social media reflects people. when you read a comment written by
someone else about your flaws it hurts you in a way that cant be fixed. it will stay with you forever

and everytime you look at yourself its all you see. i wanted to add this into my shoot to show that its
okay to have insecurities but you shouldnt let other people control your life and the way you see

yourself. let go of the things people have said to you. it is always worse when you compare yourself
to others you see online .if you carry on like that nothing will change about how you think of yourself
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this photo shows the battle inside your mind, you fight to try and keep your
sould and sanity but it is harder when you are battling your own thoughts. you

are at constant war with trying to disipline yourself into not thinking bad things
about your body or self image. it is a massive issue when it comes to eating

disorders. other peoples words hurt. but your thoughts are the ones that will
force you to carry on the way you are. 
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i used this photo to show how you sit with your own thoughts. when its silent
and you are in class or at home you are just left with your thoughts, the bad and
good ones. it makes you feel weak, as if you cant stop them but there is nothing
you can do to stop them. i really like this photo because of the grey background,
it is very still and quiet rather then a very light or dark backround. the soft grey

colour allows you to focus on the girl and her expression




