
Component 2: Photography
Standard Mark: 26
Performance Levels  2/3: Basic Ability/Emerging Competent Ability

Keywords from the taxonomy: Broadening
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Moderator Commentary
This Photography Component 2 submission comprises an A3 clear sleeve display book and several A3 sheets 
featuring collaged and photographic preparatory studies and final outcomes developed in response to the 
Externally Set Assignment theme, Gathering’. Images of work selected here reflect the characteristics of work 
placed between Performance Level 2, Basic ability, and Performance Level 3, Emerging Competent, with a mark of 
26/72. The strength of the submission lies within Assessment Objectives 2 and 3, Refine and Record.
The preparatory stage begins with the creation of written mind maps and a visual mood board that draw on 
secondary sources exploring the theme of human interaction with the natural world and the concept of ‘gathering 
together to protect the planet’. The candidate investigates Lindsey Rickert’s micro neon botanical photography and 
methodically plans a photoshoot of plants and flower heads, focusing on the interplay of light and colour to 
emphasise form, texture, and contrast. Through experimenting with similar photographic techniques and applying 
digital enhancements using Pixlr, the candidate broadens their understanding of photographic digital imagery, 
extending their creative and technical skills. A series of A3 colour prints are produced, evidencing an emerging 
competence in the refinement and recording of ideas.
Techniques and processes are documented through deliberate descriptive annotation, though the commentary 
often remains more superficial than analytical. For example, the candidate writes, “To reproduce this piece, I would 
digitally edit colours onto my photos of flowers and perhaps use macro photography to achieve a higher level of 
detail. This piece makes me feel like the flowers are unearthly and cinematic.”
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Maintaining the thematic focus, the candidate examines Shannon Rankin’s ‘Faulted and Unearthed’ series, in which 
the artist uses the language of maps to convey ideas of transformation and environmental degradation. In response 
to this research, the candidate creates three digitised outcomes as part of a mock exercise for the timed test, 
combining their own floral photographs with map imagery through digital overlay. At this stage, the candidate 
adopts a tentative approach to refining and developing ideas, experimenting cautiously with composition and 
layering to explore potential directions for the final outcomes.
During the 10-hour sustained focus period, the candidate created three collaged maps incorporating glued artificial 
flowers. These final pieces were not as resolved and demonstrated less secure technical control than their earlier 
mock outcomes.
In order for the submission to move into Performance Level 3, Emerging Competent, the candidate should 
demonstrate greater endeavour in the development of ideas and show growing control in the exploration and 
experimentation of photographic media, techniques, and processes, particularly when realising their intentions.
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