
Component 2: Graphic Communication

Standard Mark: 72
Performance Level 6: Exceptional

Keywords from the taxonomy: Accomplished, Inspired, Intuitive, Insightful, Powerful, Extraordinary, 
Unexpected, Outstanding
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Moderator Commentary
This Graphic Communication, Component 2 consists of an A4 poly-folder of digital and physical preparatory studies 
and a 4-sided folding advertising board (each panel is an A2 glossing print) completed as a response to the 
examination theme of ‘Gathering’. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics at the top of 
Performance Level 6, Exceptional, with a mark of 72/72.
The candidate develops a design brief for a local Jazz music event based on the ESA theme ‘Gathering’. They 
produce a wide range of powerful physical and digital collages, using their own concert photos and reference 
images from books and magazines. Their initial designs for a fictional Jazz Quartet poster, is notably influenced and 
inspired by album designs for American saxophonist Lou Donaldson. They insightfully annotate: “I like how the album 
cover represents the genre of free-form Jazz. The abstract line drawing style of the artwork mirrors the genre’s 
emphasis on improvisation, spontaneity and emotional expression.”
Several typographical styles are considered for ‘The Chroma Quartet’ advertising materials but ‘Velvenda’, “a 
modernist sans serif with saxophone-shaped 't's”, is selected. Accomplished digital posters are created in Adobe 
Illustrator and Photoshop, exploring concepts including silhouettes, musical notation, instruments and photographs 
of musicians. These ideas are refined in an unexpected way, through laser cut silhouettes filled with experimental 
chromatographic backgrounds created with dyes, watercolours, and acrylics.

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 2



Moderator Commentary
The candidate develops an ambitious free-standing concertina design during the 10-hour period of sustained 
investigation. The design features ribbons of color interwoven with silhouetted musician figures distributed 
throughout the composition. The final product is a 4-sided advertising concertina, each measuring A2, printed on 
glossy paper and constructed to stand securely on its own
 The candidate’s outstanding approach to layout, colour integration, and visual hierarchy ensures that each side of 
the concertina draws the viewer in, while the interplay of experimental layers and specific typographic choices 
highlights an outstanding understanding of visual impact. Overall, the submission exemplifies intuitive creative risk-
taking, accomplished technical excellence, and a deep engagement with the examination theme, resulting in a 
submission that is both conceptually strong and visually compelling.
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