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Component 2: Graphic Communication
Standard Mark – 43

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 12 11 10 10 43
Level 4 4 4 4

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Mostly 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Just 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Just 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Informed  Engaged

Purposeful Skilful



Examiner comments
This Graphic Communication Component 2 submission of work consists of an A4 poly-folder sketch pad and a large A1 colour photograph print. 
Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work within Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent, with a mark of 43/72.

The candidate begins with a visual mind-map in response to the examination theme of ‘Lock’. Various themes are considered for the subject matter 
of this photographic illustrative response, with reference to secondary source graphic imagery. A visit to the Tate Modern, London, enables the 
candidate to explore and analyse, in a purposeful way, aspects of surrealist painting, including work by artist Salvador Dali and contemporary painter 
Maxim Fomenko.

The candidate creates a series of 4 engaged and skilful digital animations of different objects using Adobe Illustrator, to refine and develop ideas. 
Within a sustained preparatory study they create a digital 3D triangular pyramid shape to reflect the scene around it, which is a complex and skilful 
task to achieve using Photoshop.

A surreal image of a landscape is created by the candidate using Photoshop, where editing and refining the image is made in an informed and skilful 
way. The candidate thoughtfully comments: “In this piece I tried to create a surreal landscape while incorporating a panoramic view. I used Adobe 
Photoshop and used an orange overlay over the sun to enhance the shine and reflection… Moving forward I will try to use some more contrasting 
imagery and a gradient to show the differences between day and night”

The digital image produced during the 10-hour period of sustained focus is presented as a large A1 glossy print, mounted on black card. The scale of 
the image enables the viewer to appreciate the informed and skilful detail of editing and rendering that has been used to create the thoughtful 
response. 

In order for the submission to move more securely within Performance Level 4 the candidate could demonstrate greater evidence of a critical 
understanding of sources, and how this has informed their own visual journey.
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