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Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:
Accomplished Intuitive Powerful Unexpected

Inspired Insightful Extraordinary Qutstanding
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Examiner comments

This Fine Art Component 2 submission of work consists of one A3 sketch pad, an A5 written analysis of the candidate’s ideas, a collection of 8 x A2
canvas fabric oil paintings and a large 2m x 1.25m timed exam piece, oil on board. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of
work within Performance Level 6, Exceptional ability, with a mark of 70/72.

The candidate begins their response to the externally set assignment theme ‘Lock’ by referencing a photograph by Photographer Ralph Eugene
Meatyard. All images and ideas within the sketchpad are visual. A supporting booklet documents the candidate’s extraordinary and insightful
knowledge and understanding of relevant artists’ ideas and context, that underpins their inspired and outstanding visual journey to portray the
locking in of an emotion.

The work of painter Francis Bacon becomes pivotal to the candidate. The candidate’s studies depict an insightful response and echo the unsettling
imagery of Bacon's work. The candidate works from life in the art room, eclectically inspired by Bacon’s palette and gestural mark-making. Reference
to the ghostly self-portraits of photographer Francesca Woodman inspire a series of accomplished dark room responses, that are transcribed into a
series of powerful charcoal drawings.

The work of the candidate includes many accomplished photographs that form part of the narrative. Working from life, the candidate makes a series
of outstanding and unexpected observations of the sitter and the chair, with and without a mask, or caged in by lines. These compositional studies,
in charcoal, chalk, oil pastel and paint, show an intuitive and embedded understanding of the formal elements.

For the 10-hour sustained focus period response, the candidate revisits the original seated figure pose, showing a more traditional realism in the
working of the study. The large-scale painting is made in oils on board. The timed response brings together many of the concepts developed
throughout the preparation period. The blurring and movement of colour is kept within the form of the figure, and we can clearly see the mask of
the sitter’s face. It is an accomplished and powerful response.
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Ralph Eugene Meatyard
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FRANCIS BACON
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