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Moderator commentary

This Fine Art Component 2 consists of an A4 square sketch pad, 3 acrylic paintings on MDF (approx. 80cm x 35cm) and a larger acrylic painted response from the
10-hour period of sustained focus to the theme of ‘Power’. An accompanying A5 booklet supports and evidences the candidate’s exceptional development and
recording of ideas through an outstanding level of critical language. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work within Performance Level 6,
Exceptional, with a mark of 67/72.

The candidate responds to the Externally Set Assignment theme of ‘Power’ through investigating the Brutalist structures within their local vicinity. They insightfully
annotate: “I attempted to express this theme in my work which | believe can be considered potent. My ideas include isolation but also the combined awe and fear
experienced when viewing an imposing structure”. Photographs are taken and analysis made of the work of relevant artists including the surrealist imagery of
Swedish photographer Erik Johansson, the reverse perspective paintings of British artist Patrick Hughes and the abstract work of American painter Mark Rothko.

The sketch pad records an accomplished and often unexpected set of observations and experiments across a range of media.

A series of powerful ink studies explore the qualities of wet-on-wet and wet-on-dry, alongside investigations into murmuration and the contrast of nature and man-
made through a series of acrylic paintings on watercolour paper and MDF. Thumbnail sketches support the candidate’s interest in the concepts of ‘The Architects of
the Sublime” focusing insightfully on the Cenotaph for Newton by French neoclassical architect Etienne-Louis Boullée.

The candidate’s inspired understanding and application of colour theory underpins the preparation for the 10-hour period of sustained focus response, using orange
and blue for their opposing and isolated positions within the colour wheel: “Using blue and orange allows me to vary temperature as well as chroma, with a blue
dominant grey having a cool bias”. 3 acrylic paintings on MDF (approx. 80cm x 35cm) are created that explore surrealism, perspective and composition.

The 10-hour period of sustained focus response consolidates the candidate’s intuitive visual ideas and intentions. They work in acrylic on a large piece of MDF
(approx. 1m x 60cm), with the enlarged scale providing an “opportunity to capture the inherent edificial nature of the structures to a greater effect”. Noted are the
tiny figures that echo murmuration and a point of scale.

In order for the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 6, the candidate could show greater evidence of extraordinary and accomplished
recording of ideas within initial development of ideas. However, a mark of 67/72 strongly reflects an exceptional level of achievement.
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