
Component 2: Fine Art
Standard Mark – 54

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 14 15 13 12 54
Level 5 5 5 4

Mostly 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Fully 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Just 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Comprehensive
Focused

Refined



Examiner comments
This Fine Art Component 2 submission consists of an A3 sketch pad and a large painting for the final outcome. Images of the work selected here reflect the 
characteristics of work towards the middle of Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured performance with a mark of 54/72.

The candidate begins their project with a visual mind-map referencing artists such as Tracey Emin, Audrey Flack and Picasso. From this research they decide on 
a sub-theme of ‘Life and Death.’ Next, they move onto recording objects from primary source in a range of media such as pencil, acrylic paint and oil pastel. This 
allows them to show a confident and assured control of the formal elements. 

The work of Picasso is examined in greater depth through written analysis and transcription. His work becomes a major inspiration for the candidate. The aging 
process is explored through primary source photography of hands and discarded objects. As the project progresses work becomes more fragmented due to the 
influence of Picasso. Portraits and objects are recorded using mixed media. The candidate annotates their experimentations making links to contextual sources. 

The work of Tony Luciani and Sam Taylor-Wood are examined next, and links are made through the ideas of aging and decay. These inspire experimental 
drawings using oil pastel and collaged paper. A lino cut of a girl is produced, and the candidate prints on both paper and fabric. Some of the prints are then 
manipulated using hand stitching, influenced by artists such as Manny Robertson.

The candidate decides to develop a portrait for their final outcome. They want to show “the contrast between young and old.” As a starting point they take 
photographs of their family members. The photos are then skilfully recorded in their sketchbook using pencil, paint and other media. The candidate produces a 
range of composition ideas as they explore ways to combine their imagery. Written and visual links are again made to the work of Picasso.

The final outcome is larger than work produced inside the sketchbook. Although mainly recorded in paint the image has been stitched to emphasize wrinkles 
and hessian has been stuck on in places. There is a clear visual link to preparatory work and artists that have been studied throughout the project.

For the submission to be placed higher within Performance Level 5, the candidate would need to evidence more advanced technical skill when recording and 
developing ideas. There could also be greater evidence of risk-taking within this body of work.
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