
Component 2: Fine Art
Standard Mark – 52

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 13 14 13 12 52
Level 5 5 5 4

Just 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Mostly 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Just 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Focused
Informed
Purposeful

Secure
Engaged
Skilful

Thoughtful
Cohesive



Examiner comments
This Fine Art Component 2 submission preparatory work consists of an A3 sketchbook and two painted final response studies. In addition, the timed 
response is an acrylic painting with newspaper letter collage and glued on embroidery thread on board. Images of the work selected here reflect the 
characteristics of work between Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent and Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured ability, with a 
mark of 52/72.

From the initial exploration of the examination theme ‘Lock’, the candidate quickly determines the focus of their work, looking at how people interact. 
Starting with visuals, the candidate references both observations and contextual sources through a variety of different media. Taking purposeful, 
direct observations from their environment the candidate records these both photographically and sophistically in a range of two-dimensional 
media; acrylic paint, charcoal and pencil. 

Contextual reference to the work of Sally Mann, Ewing Paddock and Guy Dennin help inform the journey and final response. Through the various 
media techniques explored, the candidate produces a comprehensive and engaged exploration of ideas. Each experiment shows a process of 
review and refinement as the candidate gains insight from a range of different studies. Relevant annotation further articulates insights gained. With a 
particular focus on light, texture, and form. The candidate focuses on the interaction and connection of hands between people. “…Inspired by both 
of my artists Sally Mann’s composition of the image with Ewing Paddock’s figures in a public area. However, I feel the hands hold a stronger 
symbolism in the image which is why they are central…”

Prior to realising the final response, the candidate prepares two ideas for the 10-hour period of sustained focus. The addition of the collage in the 
background, “…I want to use this idea of including key words in the image to create meaning in the background”, helps add a new dimension to the 
final response. 

For the submission to be placed higher within Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured, the candidate would benefit from the personal response 
demonstrating the same level of understanding of visual language as is evident in their preparatory studies.
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