
Component 2: Fine Art
Standard Mark – 52

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 13 13 13 13 52
Level 5 5 5 5
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Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Focused



Examiner comments
This Fine Art Component 2 submission consists of an A3 sketchbook, and an acrylic painting on board. Images of the work selected here reflect the 
characteristics of work just entering Performance Level 5 Confident and Assured, with a mark of 52/72.

From the initial mind map exploration of the examination theme ‘Lock’ the candidate focuses on a thematic journey around food, containment and 
packaging. The initial visual resources are all relevant to this idea and initiate several refined observational studies completed in pencil, paint and 
pen. Each study is annotated in response to the object observed. The candidate then explores the idea of an egg and how cracking it enables it to be 
“broken free of its ‘lock”.

The contextual reference of Paul Cézanne and Juan Sánchez Cotán help to inform the candidate’s journey. Initially leading to several studies inspired 
by their observations that are then extended using decaying food. The candidate then completes observations of a still life they have set up in a box, 
"I like this idea because it explores the theme of incasement: the items are trapped inside the frame or locked in time. I like the way the leaves are 
spilling out at the front, because it is like they are breaking free…”. The box is focused and perceptive, demonstrating an understanding of sources 
whilst also exploring their own ideas. 

The final photoshoot carries on this theme and shows across the photographic images how the candidate developed and refines their composition. 
Not only by increasing the number of items observed, but also in how they are presented, and the compositional viewpoint. This is further extended 
with sketches, exploring the composition and how to further make it meaningful. Media experimentations then follow, which all appropriately feed 
into the final timed response. 

The final response of interior and exteriors of onions is then completed in paint showing a confident and assured ability in realising their intentions. 

For the submission to be placed higher within Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured, the candidate would benefit from taking greater risks 
within their development and experimentation processes.
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