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Standard Mark — 49

Performance Level 4/5: Competent and Consistent/Confident and Assured
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Moderator commentary

This Fine Art Component 2 consists of an A4 sketchpad, several mounted preparatory outcomes and an A3 mounted dry-point etching completed in
response to the Externally Set Assignment theme of ‘Power’. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work within Performance
Level 4, Competent and Consistent and Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured, with a mark of 49/72.

A mind-map and accompanying page of secondary source imagery enable the candidate to establish initial ideas. A sub-theme of ‘Power in Animals’ is
selected, and the work of American photographer Joel Sartore is thoughtfully referenced. A visit to the Natural History Museum in London, to see the
‘Wildlife Photographer of the Year’ exhibition, engages and informs the candidate’s interest. They securely annotate: “Power in animals can manifest in
various forms including physical strength, agility, speed, intelligence, social dominance and adoptive abilities”.

Ideas are refined through a drawing of a bald eagle, where they record observations in a skilful way, focusing on the power of the bird of prey’s beak
and eyesight. Inspired by the Fauvist palette of German painter Franz Marc, they add colour to a photocopy of their drawing, as a way of highlighting
the bird’s physical powers. The use of dry-point etching, line and tonal drawing is a key element of the candidate’s purposeful technical explorations.

Through a cohesive body of preparatory work that includes A2 collages, the candidate considers the concept of mythological creatures: dragons,
griffins and cockatrices, creating a drawn hybrid of animal powers. Ideas are further refined through a genuine engagement in Heraldry and family
crests, referenced with the medieval fascination with bestiary. Plans are made to create an A3 etching that combines ideas elements of mythological
creatures, within a heraldic shape.

An A3 dry-point etching is skilfully created and printed during the 10-hour period of sustained focus, consolidating ideas and concepts in an informed
way. A circle is a motif that is revisited throughout this component, to “emphasise the power contained within both human and animal families”.

In order for the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 5, the candidate could show greater evidence of how the links and
connections with relevant source material have informed their sustained journey in a more perceptive way. Further risk-taking across a range of media
would reflect a more comprehensive approach to refining and exploring ideas and techniques.
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