
Component 2: Fine Art
Standard Mark – 48

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 11 13 12 12 48
Level 4 5 4 4

Mostly 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Just 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Refined
Informed
Purposeful 

Secure
Engaged
Skilful

Cohesive



Examiner comments
This Fine Art Component 2 submission consists of an A3 sketchbook of preparatory studies and the timed personal response, a separate acrylic 
painting on canvas. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work between Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent 
and Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured ability, with a mark of 48/72.

From the initial ‘Lock’ mind map the candidate quickly focuses on the ideas of containment, and that associated with food. The visual journey is 
informed initially with contextual references supported by purposeful annotation as to their relevance to the candidates' ideas. Direct, informed 
observational studies follow, completed in a variety of different media; pen, paint, pencil and photography. 

Contextual reference taken from the artist Noah Verrier informs their work initially. In direct response to this the candidate produces several 
engaged and skilful observational studies, completed in a range of media. The candidates' ideas develop, with them choosing their own objects to go 
inside or around the jar. The work of Gretchen Hancock further extends the idea of food being contained and leads to further photographic 
observation as the candidate explores their ideas, particularly around composition. The photographs throughout this submission are a particular 
strength as they allow the candidate to recognise and explore composition. Using readily available objects they manage to cohesively bring together 
their own ideas of the theme “...my final piece will be of objects overlapping or locked into a container hopefully glass as that is what I have been 
focusing on.... really looking at the colour and texture that shows things that we don’t see as important or take for granted...”

The final timed response is a direct observation of a still life comprising of a lemon, containers and white fabric. The painted composition is carefully 
considered and is a skilful observation that is reflective of the preparatory journey. 

To further develop this body of work beyond that of Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent, the candidate would benefit from 
demonstrating a more perceptive analyses of contextual sources and show a better understanding of visual language in the application of the formal 
elements in the final response.
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