Component 2 Fine Art
Standard Mark — 44 @ Pearson | Edexcel

Performance Level 4: Competent and Consistent
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Keywords from the taxonomy:
Informed, Secure, Skilful
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Moderator commentary

This Fine Art Component 2, consists of an A3 sketch pad and an A2 acrylic paint on MDF response to the Externally Set Assignment theme of ‘Power’.
Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work within Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent, with a mark of 44/72.

The beginning of the preparatory period begins with the candidate creating a mind-map and collecting images of influential posters that reflect their
interest in the ‘power of influence’ and the ‘power men have over women’. The work of American conceptual artist and collagist Barbara Kruger,
thoughtfully inspire the candidate to refine ideas though a graphic response they comment: “The text of Thinking of You’ seems very direct and almost
accusatory towards the viewer”.

Transcriptions made of Kruger’s ‘Your Body is a Battleground’ are securely created in water-colour pencils and photomontage. This is followed by a
photoshoot that includes a thoughtful series of images of a male figure lying in a pool of paper money. A biro drawing of a friend in continuous line and
a skilful tonal study in pencil, focus on refining techniques and ideas in preparation for the timed examination.

The candidate is inspired by the translucent digital layering processes of British Illustrator Alex Williamson, and they analyse 2 digital illustrations in
response to their investigations. Monoprints from their own photographs are made and overlayed with circles and crosses ‘I find it makes it look more
interesting™. A digital collage is created that enables the candidate to explore the opacity of layers as well as the ‘posterise’ tool to render existing
photographs. The focus of layering is further explored through painting and the use of overlayed tissue paper.

The final response is an A2 acrylic painting on MDF. Concepts of Kruger’s work are echoed in the design of the painting; the young woman confidently
stares out at the viewer, questioning the gender pay gap. Ideas are drawn together in a thoughtful and cohesive way, reflecting an informed
development of ideas.

In order for the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent, the candidate could demonstrate greater
evidence of more skilful recording and a consider less predictable narratives within their visual journey.
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