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Component 2: Art , Craft and Design
Standard Mark – 68

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL

Mark 17 17 17 17 68

Level 6 6 6 6

Mostly 
exceptional 
ability

Mostly 
exceptional 
ability

Mostly 
exceptional 
ability

Mostly 
exceptional 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Accomplished Intuitive  Powerful  Outstanding

Inspired  Insightful  Extraordinary



Examiner comments
This Art, Craft and Design Component 2 submission of work consists of one A4 sketch pad and an A1 oil on canvas. Images of the work selected here 
reflect the characteristics of work at the top of Performance Level 6, Exceptional performance and a mark of 68/72.

The candidate begins the exam preparation by studying the portrait work of photographer Jessica Tremp and artist Lynette Yiadom-Boakye. They are 
also inspired by John Everett Millais’ pre-Raphaelite painting ‘Ophelia’ and an extraordinary transcription is made in their sketch pad, in oils. The 
study highlights an exceptional ability to capture the grief and despair in her portrait.

A series of small oil paintings are created, with reference to the externally set assignment theme of ‘Lock’, exploring their intention to “refine the idea 
of the experience of unintentionally locking oneself into a state of uncontrolled anxiety and frustration, often in the form of an emotional breakdown 
that can seem utterly inescapable”. 

Painter Jenny Saville becomes the candidate’s next focus, looking at how large-scale portraits can be a powerful tool to portray human emotion.  An 
accomplished transcription of Saville’s ‘Odysseus II’ helps the candidate to develop a more expressive approach to mark-making with oil paint. 
Further outstanding studies from the candidate’s own photographs, enable them to refine processes and techniques as well as to develop ideas 
relating to being locked into an emotional state. A close-up study of a hand gripping a face records the contrasts of the textures of the flesh, the fur 
of the hood, the moistness of the mouth, and the detail in the bitten-down fingernails to portray extreme emotion in this extraordinary preparation 
study.

A series of small accomplished studies in pencil, exploring composition and viewpoint are analysed as potential compositions for the 10-hour 
sustained focus period piece. The final outcome is a mirror image of one of the planning sketches, in oil paint on an A1 canvas. It is a powerful and 
outstanding painting, inspired by the expressive paintings of Jenny Saville and photographs of Jessica Tremp.
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