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This comprehensive Component 2 submission for Art, Craft, and Design includes a square sketchpad and a pencil drawing outcome created during a 10-hour period 

of sustained focus in response to the theme of 'Power’. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work that falls between Performance Level 5, 

Confident and Assured and Performance Level 6, Exceptional, with a mark of 62/72. The strength of the submission lies in Assessment Objectives 3 and 4, Record 

and Present.

The candidate creates convincing visual and written mind maps to accompany a double page spread of secondary source imagery, helping to establish initial ideas. 

Sub-themes of ‘emotion’ and ‘the power of light’ are explored through observational studies of skulls and a portrait to express the power of emotion, followed by a 

photoshoot to experiment with dramatic lighting effects on portraits using mirrors and torches in a darkened room.

Focusing on the ‘Power of Light’, the candidate investigates the work of photographers Matthew Guido and Eric Kim, and artist s Leonid Afremov and Samantha 

French, who explore the contrast of light in monochrome and colour, both in portraits and environments. Inspired by Eric Kim’ s close-up street photography, the 

candidate develops their ideas further through another photoshoot, experimenting with dramatic lighting effects using a candle. A monochrome pencil drawing, 

based on one of the portrait photographs, demonstrates a perceptive understanding of chiaroscuro.

Written and visual analysis of Mathew Guido’s portrait photography inspires the candidate to produce a mixed media portrait i n biro, with layers of tissue paper and 

oil pastel to depict flashes of dramatic colour across the face. Referring to Mathew Guido’s photographic technique, the cand idate annotates: “He still uses to his 

advantage the drama of intense chiaroscuro lighting that juxtaposes the elaborate neon lights and colours that shine across h is portraits.”

Inspired by the charcoal portrait drawings of Dylan Andrews, the candidate continues to explore chiaroscuro by introducing layers of architectural forms and 

shadows over the portrait, creating a contrast of light, form and pattern. A selection of photographs of viewpoints and shadows of industrial architecture at Battersea 

Power Station demonstrate an advanced understanding of the formal elements of composition.

Ideas are further developed through the projection of photographs of architectural linear structures over portraits using an overhead projector and refined through 

digital processes using Adobe Photoshop. The candidate’s own photography is intuitive and informs the preparation for the 10 -hour period of sustained focus, 

demonstrating a confident and assured ability to take creative risks when consolidating ideas.

A pencil drawing of a portrait is created during the 10-hour period of sustained focus, evidencing a fully resolved final realisation. In order for the submission to move 

into Performance level 6 across all assessment objectives, the candidate could demonstrate a more personal and insightful und erstanding of sources, along with 

more accomplished refinement in the development and recording of their ideas.

Moderator commentary
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