Component 2 Art, Craft and Design
Standard Mark — 48 @ Pearson | Edexcel

Performance Level 4. Competent and Consistent
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Keywords from the taxonomy:
Informed, Purposeful, Secure, Engaged, Skilful, Thoughtful, Cohesive
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Moderator commentary

This Component 2 Art, Craft and Design submission consists of a square sketch pad and an A3 watercolour painting created during the 10-hour period of sustained
focus in response to the theme of ‘Power’. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work placed at the top of Performance Level 4, Competent
and Consistent ability with a mark of 48/72.

The candidate begins their preparatory study period with a written mind map of initial ideas and a visit to the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, to see the ‘Diva’
exhibition. This visit informs the candidate’s interest in the relationship between ‘power’ and ‘fashion’. Visual references from this exhibition are recorded through a
selection of photographs documenting the cultural and diverse collection of iconic garments and accessories worn by celebrities. Several skillful observational
studies of jewellery and a watch follow using biro, pencil and acrylic paint.

Inspired by Iris Van Herpen'’s ‘Earthwise collection’, the candidate produces a purposeful selection of lino and gelli plate prints designed to “mimic the swirling
shapes of fungi”. This work is supported with thoughtful and meaningful annotation, demonstrating a competent and consistent critical understanding of sources.
The candidate writes: “The majority of this collection represents fungi and spores in an abstract way with bright blue and purple hues that pop out at an audience;
these pieces have bold, swirling lines to create those delicate patterns often seen on fungi in nature.”

Engaging further with the concept of ‘the power of fashion’, the candidate develops their ideas by investigating the work of Guo Pei, focusing on how her designs
were influenced by Chinese cultural artefacts and heritage, such as the Willow Pattern Plate and the history of fans. Inspired by these artefacts, the candidate
produces a series of repeat pattern lino prints and plans their final outcome through several thumbnail sketches. They then create a series of three-dimensional
paper fans using these prints. The fans are arranged into a composition and photographed as reference for the final realisation.

An A3 biro and watercolour final outcome is skilfully created during the 10-hour period of sustained focus, demonstrating secure and cohesive knowledge,
understanding and skills throughout.

For the submission to move into Performance Level 5, the candidate could provide greater evidence of how the connections with relevant source material have
informed their sustained journey in a more perceptive way. Further risk-taking across a range of media would reflect a more comprehensive approach to refining and
exploring ideas and techniques.
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